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CHAPTER L 

Frank in a short time recovered of his 

wound, at which the snrgeon hypocritically 

expressed his wonder^ and Tom as hypocri- 

^ tically expressed bis joy. By the confine- 

f ment) however, which had lately been imposed 

upon him, he had been able to make progress 

^^ in the affections of Charlotte Vernon, and not 

^ only to complete his conquest over the heart 

^ of the yonng lady, but still farther to ingra- 

^ tiate himself with every individual of the two 

' vol.. III. B 
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2 ATHERTON* 

families. Sir Edward Vernon, from the ex- 
cess of amiablenessy was, happily for himself, 
partially insenmble to the moral worthlessaess 
of the character of his supposed son ;— but 
having the sensibilities of a gentleman some- 
what as to forms, and outward manner, he was 
much discomposed and annoyed by the un. 
conquerable ungraciousness of the young 
man's deportment, and was much in the habit 
of pointing oat, for bis instruction and ex- 
ample, the behavior itod depoi^lment of 
Frank.: — This, though done in the ptn^St 
spirit of gentleness, did not soften 'tbeheart-of 
T<aaj or render him at all more graciously dis- 
posed towards his rival ; and from having 
heartlessly desired bisdestmolion, as-the means 
of removing an obt^trucUon to his schemes, he 
was now anxious to dvspose of Frank, on the 
principle of sheer revenge, and tiibsolute 
hatred. 
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Tom was crafty^ though ar blockhead. But 
nature, ia mercy to the species^ when forming 
those ehameters, which seem a blot upon the 
&ir face of the moral ereation, seldcmi endows 
malignity with intellectual diecriimnation, but 
Instead of wisdom, she gives them a near 
sighted craftiness which they mistidce for wis- 
dom, and then trusting to its imperfect light 
they are led to betray and outwit themseLtes. 
By the schemes of Major Martin, and his rude 
imprineipled son, Frank was not betrayed or 
destroyed ; but his interest was promoted, and 
the very ends which these men had in view 
were defeated and thwarted by their own per- 
verse cunning. 

Nicholson, who had been a willing tool in 
the bands of Martin the elder, was also a con- 
tributor to the demolition of their schemes. 
He had introduced Frank to the billiard table 
in order that he might have him more effeetu- 
B 2 
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4 ATHERTON. 

ally in his power ; and was disappointed in the 
tesnlt of the game^ which Frank had played 
with the Macclesfield grazier. Still however 
he had hopes, that t^is auspicious event, as he 
thought it to Frank, might induce his destined 
victim to more serious and settled play. But 
it was an after thought, and the lawyer con- 
sidered it an exceedingly fortunate turn of 
affairs, that by the accident of Master Lee 
having been robbed on the highway, and one 
of the party, who had robbed him, being after- 
wards seen in company with Atherton, there 
was some possibility of involving the young 
man in an accusation of highway robbery. It 
so happened however that, when the men who 
had committed the robbery were taken up, it 
appeared that Master Lee had not been so far 
intoxicated on the night of his loss at the 
billiard table, as to forget the event, or any of 
its circuniatances. 
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Nicholson tbas dinappointed beat his steps^ 
towards evening to theeottage of Major Martin 
at Hampsiead. 

^^ We can make nothing of this old fool at 
last,'' said the lawyer, ** he recollects the loss 
of the note at the billiard table, and that be 
had nothing but goii with bim^ when he was 
stopped on Finchley common." 

^* It is unfortunate,'^ said Martin, with bis 
usual coolness, ^^ but if it be so, we must adopit 
some other scheme. There is but one that is 
effectual, and I should have used that in the 
firsOnsance/* 

Nicholson turned pale, and trembled, and 
looked in the Major's face interrogatively. 

<^ WeU.^' 

^^ Do I understand you rightly V^ asked the 
trembling scrivener. ^ 

" If you are not a fool you do," 

^ Surely Sir," replied the lawyer in a tone of 
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nnoSdtted and terrified solettmity^ '^you do 
not mean: to say that you have a design oT 
imbroing your hands in the young man^s 
Uood." 

^^ But I do. — Sit down, sit down. Let us 
take the matter up coolly. You are a clumsy 
feRo^, Nicholson; but you are a coward/^ 

*^ A coward !" And thereupon he attempted 
to look big) but he failed miseraUy^ and looked 
like a simpleton. 

Without noticing the little matins exdattia->^ 
tion^ the M^jor cbntinued ; <* You must go 
with me into Yorkshire.** 

« I go with you?'* 

*^ Yes, you must go witk me.'* 

In the very desperation of fear, the poor 
man started up and exclaimed^ ^' Major Martin 

1 liave assisted you in many frauds dnd bave 
been made your tool in many infamous ttahs- 
actions, but I will not be made an accomplice 
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la a mardi^r* I tell you to your face I defjf 
you.'* 

^^ Nclholsoii,'' said the M^jor^ ^^ you talk 
about murder io the style of melodrame*** 

" I speak of it," replied the lawyer, ^* with 
the abfaorreuce that I feel.'* 

*^ You are affectiag a virti:^, which yo^ have 
not. you know tl^at you are a cootemptiU^ 
viU^, and yoa are, aw^re that I know it 
You dread notbjing of a criHw^ but it^ puiui^Il* 
ini9qt.-«f-Bttt you are in my power. So I com-f 
maud you tp sit down and listen.: and if yojp 
interrupt me with any more of y<mr tra^^edy 
airs I w;ill lay a can^ across your ahouldf ?s.'* 

The, little lawyer almost writhed iA •gOffj 
^i the coja^^snesa of his d>egradaUoii apjl 
atyec^ji^ss. Qe 4id not think? whei?^, he first 
U^\ I^imseJUT to HA^jor Martin, tbeit be, bad 
au^fendei^ed hin^lf to a total a^ irretrie^v^ble 
ifoTery. He bad b^en lou^ lookinj^ ^pwMdt 
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viith desiring eyes at tbe golden fruits of pro- 
fessional snccess, but they were beyond tbe 
reach of his arm, till Major Martin came in 
bis way, and placing for him a ladder of dis- 
Jionesty helped him to climb, but be hampered 
bim with a rope round his neck, which at the 
first false step threatened to hang bim, and 
leave bim a scarecrow to other thieves. He 
was completely in the toils of this man who 
differed from other rogues, by being thoroughly 
remorseless, and all but gratuitously wicked. 
Down sat tbe trembling Nicholson, as calm as 
despair and cowardice could make him. 

'^ It will be to no purpose to send this boy 
but of the country again. By tbe first plan of 
this kind I was the means of introducing bim 
to bis father Sir Edward Vernon, and then 
when I removed bim from Madeira, I find that 
I sent bim into the way of the man who 
brought him up; and 1 thought that 1 bad 
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Jong ago been rid of him. But he knows 
nothing of the boy's history, or even of the 
existence of Sir Edward Vernon. I can see 
that if there be not already, there soon will be 
a suspicion and an investigation.'' 

^' But there are no, means of proof," said 
Nicholson* 

^^ Perhaps not, but the surest plan will be 
to rid ourselves of the boy altogether." 

**» And can you confide in Tom 1" 

" As I can in you ; — by means of his fears 
and his interest.'' The Major continued ; 
^^ We must go into Yorkshire together, and 
take up our abode at Wakefield which is not 
, many miles from Vernon Park. I know the 
country. We must from thence communicate 
with Tom, who will bring the victim into our 
power, and then we despatch him. When we 
have reached the scene of our intended exploit, 
B5 
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I Will shew you the gtave id which he shall be 
bUrifed.** 

«' ttvtb are dfetfeeted— *♦ said NieholsoH. 

" We shall hfe haiiged,*^ s«d the Major, 
^' and that yoti lifaaH bb, if you flinch from the 
ttlidertafiibf.^ 

*^ Bat you do not mean to impose on me the 
t&sk of committing the m^ltrder P' 

** That win depend on circuitastknces. I 
shall expect you to be prepared to do whaterer 
I inay coitimiEmd ]rod to do/* 

^Tt is no easy matter to lift one^ hand 
agki^Bt the Bfe of a^ old companion and 
iWeted.^ 

** Nicholson,*^ said the Msgor very con* 
temptoonsly, ^^ if ydt shotdd get out of this 
fl^ape without the assistaitee of Jexk KetiA, 
ifon httd better tarii honest, and confine your 
rogueries to fkecing dowagerii, and bflking 
old maids. You hiATe not head enough to 



Digitized by 



Google 



ATHBRTON. 1,1. 

rn^e your fortune like an bouesl man^ Qpf.^ 
l^eert enough tp make it by roguery.'' 

The lawyer deiiarted».aiid meditated ip mo8% 
melaoeholy gui^e (hi the perplexity of big sir 
luatipii* lie bad before bin, no mieiapp of 
eacape. He wa^ iu the bauds of one wboiu he. 
feU to be as mucb superior to himself in craft 
and recUetsnesa^ a^ be feU^, or faucied^^faiffifii^f 
to be saperior to the rest of the worlA* Aa 
mucb.as a selfish and conceited map cap. be. 
^ta^bed tp any one, he had beep, attaehed to. 
Frank Atherton ; and though^ notwithstand*. 
ipg th^s former iSciandsbip) be coujd ealmly 
ppi4 deliberately set bip^pelf to rob Frank of 
. bis IMrthrighty. and copld cppspire against bipi>. 
for ibe purpose of sending him out of the 
#ppptry» or^ pera^Tenture, to. bring him tf> an 
Ign^mlpiops death} yet be i^uld not bring 
himself so far to <^onqaer nature, as to fe^ easy 
iftder liha proq^ct oC bw$ comp^d tP wm-^ 
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13 ATHERTON. 

der his friend with his own hand. He was 
alsQ^ as the Major said to hini> a bit of a 
coward. He loved the fruits of blood ; bat 
feared the sight of it; he sickened at the 
thonght of it, for his own sake, and not for the 
sake of his probable victim. Moreover he 
feared failure and detection, and a thousand 
nameless and undefinable hori'ors, which were 
constantly flitting before his mind's eye, and 
harassing him with ceaseless agitation. He 
'knew too so much of the character of Major 
Martin, as to be satisfied, that he would not 
pause at anything, that might stand in the way 
of his designs, and that he would be very 
likely, when his work was done, to sacrifice 
the instrument^ with which it had been done. 
It was too late however to retract, or to break 
up the partnership of villainy^ he was com- 
mitted, and he must proceed. 
Thus musing he returned to. his Jiome ; BaaA 
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ill his heart, if not with his lips, did he bitterly 
corse the domestic finery, of which he. once 
had been so exceedingly proud. The moon 
was shining accordini^ to the best of its me« 
tropolitan ability on the bright brass plate on 
the door, which announced to all the world, 
that '^ Mr. Nicholson, Attorney, &c.," dwelt 
there. He remembered, that when that plate 
was first fastened there, he had regarded it 
with a sweet complacence of professional va* 
nity, cTen though it had been purchased with 
thfi wages of iniquity. He looked upon it 
now, and sighed, wishing it at the bottom of 
Fleet Ditch, so that he were once out of 
Major Martin's power. A coxcomical Tarlet 
in tawdry livery opened his door to him, and 
though the time had been when this part of 
his establishment had been the joy of the 
heart, and the pride of his soul, yet now the 
sight was sickening, and a heardess shudd^ 
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perrtded his system) whik be thought isitbiBi 
hioisdf, that for Tanity of this kind be had m^ 
eiificed his pe«ioe| his ooBseieiiee, ud his 

He would bin bate slept to banish tboi^l^ 
Ikif he feared to sleep^ krt Tisioos, more hort- 
xiUe than reality, sboaU torture his abready 
frig^htmed and cowered spirit. He endea^ 
▼oared to devise soiM scheme whereby he 
uligbt dreamTent and thwart bis gtmA enemy^ 
or friend, Cor they mean the same in the com^ 
bim^ons of wickedness. Feaia fi>r himself 
made him earefol and anxious for Atlierton ;. 
and he gave himsdf credit for a high degree 
ct generosity wktxi ha wrote tl^ foUowioi^ 
letter to our b^ro. 

I AH sorry to inform yon,, thai the cir^ 
««mitaMe of jour havang been sesR in com- 
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pan J witti one <^ the party concerned iii rob- 
Vhxg Mr. Lee, of Macdesield, together with 
the feet of a fifty pound note^ nvith his name 
on it, haTing been traced to your possession, 
Tfifl be likely to bring you into trouble, unless 
you can contrive to abscond, at least for a time. 
Knowing the unpleasant situation of yoar 
fethtt's ai&irs, I have not ventured tp name 
the subject to him ; and I must request it of 
y<m as an especial favour, that you will not 
name this c(Hnmunication to any one» Secresy 
1^ despatch are your •nly chance of safbty. 
Destroy this letter on the very instant, that 
'you have read it; and then taking leave of 
your friends in Yorkshire, make the best of 
^nr way to London, where you may remain 
concealed, till you have an opportunity of 
procuring a passage to India, where, if you 
wM be guided by my advice, you wiH do well 
10 renew your aopiaintance with Mr.^ Atirerton^ 
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who will be better able to promote your in- 
terest, than your newly discovered fiither. 
Favour me soon with your answer, and tell 
me when and where I may meet you ; for you 
must not make your appearance at my office 
for fear of accidents. 

Ever faithful yours, 

H. Nicholson. 

Most unfortunately for Mr* Nicholson, 
Frank Atherton knew that there was one false- 
hood in this letter, and therefore, he gave very 
little heed to the rest. He knew that the fifty 
pound note, which the Macclesfield grazier 
had been foolish enough to lose him, had not 
the name of Lee written upon it ; he had kept 
the note in his possession long enough, and 
had looked at it often to know, that no name 
was written upon it save those, with which it 
had been issued firom the bank. Moreover he 
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had lost all confidence in Nicholson, vrhom he 
more regarded as a tool of Major Martin, and 
considered to be in league with that gentle- 
man for no very honourable or honest purpose. 
He looked on this letter therefore onlj' as ano- 
ther link in the chain of treachery, and be re- 
solved not to be influenced or guided by it. 
Strong in the conscience of his own integrity, 
he determined that he would no longer submit 
to be moTcd as a puppet by the clumsy artifices 
of this crafty solicitor; and he concluded at 
once to see Nicholson and to sift the matter 
thoroughly and completely. 
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CHAPTER' II. 



StihRfflMtt asrattlM. Bight of aspMtre> and 
IraeUiog iB^Teijr ii«nre,tbe patrioltctattanej 
gasttd on Braak Atberton and made dlreri 
frdilk«8 aitempti to stammer oni 8o«i6 vaf9$L 
fjing lie; but his fears paralysed his invealioa^ 
and all that he could do in the way of elo- 
qnence was, ^* B — B — B — Bless m— m— me, 
Mr. Athert — Martin — Mr. — Mr. who would 
haye thought of seeing you ! !'* Nicholson had 
dreamt the night before that he had murdered 
AthertpUy and had scarcely recovered from the 
^ight, wh^n the man bifli^elf stood before bun * 
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in propria persona^ alire and Tigoroas, in all 
the coward-<]pieUing strength of downright 
honesty and strait forward plain dealing. 

Frank saw the little man^s eonfusioa; Blind 
indeed mn^t he have been, if be had not seen 
it j *^ Mr. Nicholson/' said he caf elessl j thrown 
ing the scrivener's letter on the scrivener's 
table^^* I received this letter from 700 about 
three ^jn ago, and how many lies it eootoins 
I know not* I have as yet ^tec^d bat one*'* 

Heat and oold^ flnsbings^ of anger and jude^ 
seas of fear made in a few seconds sid Jmhpw 
witfc Nidiolion's nervous system* The room 
in which he stood seemed to whirl round with 
him ; lie attempted to take np the letter bnt 
his arm had scarcely steadiness to reach it and 
bis hand lacked strength to grasp it^ 

^♦Alie?— Aliel—AHe?'' Nicholson kept 
repeMing the words fbr a few seconds^ as 
though his will had -no command over his tipa% 
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" Yes, Sir,'* replied Atherton, " a lie. It 
is an offensive word to my lips, as it may be to 
your ears, but your manifest duplicity provokes 
me to it Come, Sir,*' continued Frank forc- 
ing Mr. Nicholson gently into a chair, and 
taking a seat before him, ^^ if it be possible let 
me hear a word or two of truth* I am re- 
solved on having this mystery cleared up* 
There is a mystery, and it is of your making. 
Solve it you shall or my name — ^ changing his 
tone he continued, ^* my name ! alas ! I seem 
destined never to find out what it is. In one 
word then^ do you not know, that my name is 
not Martin ? Do yon not know that this claim 
of M%jor Martin is altogether a fictitious claim, 
and are you not acting as his tool to endeavour 
to get me out of the country ?'' 

Frank waited some moments for an answer; 
and during that time the terrified lavi^er was 
consulting^ with kU own thoughts^ whether h^ 
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gbonld cry craven, or take up the tone of the 
bully. The result of this self-consultation 
was characteristic of the man, and it produced 
that indefinite kind of answer called shuffling. 
Atherton patiently listened for a few minutes 
to a tangled skein of meaningless words, till, 
provoked beyond endurance, he exclaimed^ 
** Nicholson, you can deceive me no longer. 
You have made a market of me, you have sold 
me. I see it. I see the whole truth, whether 
you choose to speak it or not. If I have a 
father living, it is Sir Edward Vernon.'* 

The lawyer affected to sneer, and did his 
best to get up something like a laugh of de- 
rision ; but the effort was ftoo great for him, . 
he could not command either his voice or his 
features. When the first fright of detection, 
however, was over, he had presence of mind 
enough to say, ^^ You the son of Sir Edward 
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Vernon I— And pcaj, Mr. Haftio, how are 
you to prove it ?'* 

"Prove it?'* 

'^ Yes, Sir/^ replied Nicholson a Utile ra- 
eonraged by the. doubtful tone in which A^her^ 
ton echoed the words '* Prove it,*' — " Yes, 
Sir, l4Bay9.how can you prove it ? — Time has 
been, Mr. Martin, when you would do me the 
honor of taking my advice^ and if you would 
be advised by me now, you might find your 
account in it.'* 

<* Advised by you, Sir? To what ? And 
for what? Why can you not speak out? — 
Hear me, Nicholson, you were once my friend, 
my companion, my almost patron* I had 
your confidence, and you had mine. But ever 
since my return to England, and this pre- 
tended discovery of my parentage, for I am 
convinced that it is nothing but pretence^ you 
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balre htsen acting most myaterioniAj ; I have 
neveri been able to onderatand you. And let 
me tell you, that I will bear it no longen 
Yott have heard my ampicioi^B, and now hear 
iny determination. I am reeolred to ccwfront 
Major 'Martin and Sir Edward Vernon, and 
then perhaps I may. explode this conspiracy of 
yonrs." 

Nichoboo^ who could not yet persuade him^ 
self to the candour of a complete acknow- 
ledgment, but who felt some little compunction 
fortius treacherous conduct to hisformerliriend 
and companion, haistily and warmly replied^ 
^^ Nay, -nay, Frank, for your life, I implore 
yon not to think of sufh a step.*' 

'^ By all that's good," exclaimed Atherton, 
^^ Iwill bear this fooling no longer. Speak 
out. — What care I for a life that, is spent like 
mine, iu' mystery and indefiniteness.-^ Who am 
I ? — ^What am I ? Answer me like an honest 
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Qian, if your professional obliquities hare left 
you any sense of friendship^ or any feeling of 
conscience.'' 

Nicholson was at once softened by the re- 
collection of former friendship^ and terrified 
by the obyious resoluteness of his friend's 
manner. " Atherton," said he, " my life is 
in your power, or at least all that is valuable 
in life. You are merciful ; — you will not be 
my destruction, because I am exposing myself 
to danger for the purpose of saving you/* 

'^ Then tell me the whole truth plainly, and 
without equivocation. I have no wish to 
injure any human being, but I am resolute in 
my determination to ascertain and vindicate 
my rights." 

*' I will be candid enough then to say, thai 
I have deceived you ; — you are, as you rightly 
conjecture, not the sonJof Major Martin ; — I 
believe you to be the son of Sir Edward 
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Vernon, but I have no proof, kor do I see that 
any proof can be had. The fear of Major 
Martin is not, that yon should supplant his 
son by any positive proof, but that, by exciting 
suspicion, yon should deprive him of the 
means of draining so largely on the funds of 
Sir Edward Vernon. The Major begins to 
see that yon have your doubts, and he is re- 
solved on removing you. — You have not seen 
the Major since you came to town ?'' 

** I have not.'* 

** Then all may be well if you can conceal 
yourself for awhile.'* 

" But where, and how? — It will noteom- 
port with my feelings to live such a skulking 
life as you rec6mmend. And what is to be 
the end of it ? What are my prospects ? Here 
am I excluded from my birthright, supplanted 
in my inheritance, and prevented from open 

VOL, III. c 
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«nd honest exerdons to raise myself in soeiety* 
For what assignable purpose am I to consent 
quietly to all this ?** 

^^ To save my life ;'* replied Nicholson. 

*^ Yonr life is not worth saving," replied 
Frank, ^^ if you make no better use of it than 
you have done hitherto.'* 

^' Yon may well reproach me,*' replied the 
humble scrivener, ^^ I deserve all tiiat yon can 
say.'* 

" It is a pity/' answered Atherton, ** that 
you had not in good time reproached yourself 
to save all this repentance and humiliation. 
You have done me an injury, which you 
cannot redress, and yon have done yourself, it 
seems, more harm than good." 

Nicholson was at length brought to confess 
the whole truth by instalments. So our hero 
found himself now worse than an orphan, or 
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mn anoDymous foandling. Be bad not onlj 
no name and no family but be was witbont 
hope or prospect. He was depriyed even of 
the pleasant imagination of thinking himself 
to be in the way of making some deligbtM 
disoovery. The only discovery^ whiqh he bad 
made was^ that be was in a situation of hope- 
less and fadlpless humility. He could not^ 
under present circumstances, have recourse to 
his former city friends, without probably en«- 
dangering the life of Nicholson^ or perhaps 
even his own. And, though in circumstances 
of great perianal anxiety the mind has seldom 
leisure to think of its sympalbies with others, 
yet Frank could not but think stiU more affec- 
tionately, as still more hopelessly, of Charlotte 
Vernon. 

Atherton, whose mind from a natural and 
coni^ttttional ingenuousness scarcely suspected 
C 2 
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falsehood in anytbiog^, tbat' he heard, now 
having beard such a confession from Nichol- 
son, began to doubt, and distrust every' thin^, 
and every body. His confidence was gone ; 
it had lost its hold on the accustomed pointsr, 
and he knevirnot whom, or what to rely on. 
He looked back to his past days, and on ex« 
amining his impressions, could hstrdly tefl 
which were from dreams, and which were 
irom facts. - 

Nicholson, in the zeal of bis penitence, and 
the humility of his fears, offered to him, if he 
would keep himself concealed,^ supply him 
with any pecuniary aid which he might need, 
and to provide him with means of making a 
voyage to Madras, provided he were so dis- 
posed. This was the only recompence which 
the lawyer could make him, and Frank for 
awhile felt himself disposed to accept of this 
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peace offering, for be savr no probability pf 
everrestablisbing bis judt olaim; and be knew 
4bat while be stood in tl^e wfty of so despero^ 
a character as Major Martin bis life Vfm not 
safe. 

He believed so mnch of Nicholson^s story, 
as to credit what be bad said of the Major's 
recklessness and blood thirsty designs. There* 
fore he gave Nicholson his word that, be 
would, for the present, keep himself concealed, 
not shewing himself intentionally to any of 
bis old acquaintance. 

Nicholson now was delighted at the pros- 
pect, which opened^upon him of getting rid of 
tbit^ troublesome business without the dreadful 
altematiye of engaging as an accomplice in a 
work of blood* Nor was he a little pleased 
at the thought of having been thus able to 
outwit the deep and crafty Major. Now began 
the attorney to enter cordially, to all appear* 
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ance^ into tbe scheme of Martin for the de- 
struction of Frank ; and he very unresistingly 
ciMisented to the naming a day for their setting 
ont for Yorkshire. 
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CHAPTER IIL 



It has been made sufficiently manifest in 
the preceding part of this narrative, that the 
superior knavery and unprincipledness of 
Major Martin had subdued to his own pur* 
posesy and had placed in his power the less 
talented wickedness of Mr. Nicholson. This 
lawyer had^ by hopes of gain, been led on from 
one act of dishonesty to another, till he wa^ 
completely under the command of the Majors 
for this man was well aware, that he could not, 
for the full accomplishment of his purposes^ 
calculate on the cooperation of any one, wb^ 
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was not even as his slave. To this degree of 
slavery Nicholson had been, by degrees, re- 
duced. But when it had been proposed to 
him to commit a murder, and that on an old ^ 
friend and former companion, his feelings re- 
Tolted ; and then, but not till then, did he feel 
the depth of his moral degradation, and the 
galling strength of the chains, that bound him. 
Then did he have recourse to stratagem to 
save himself and his quondam friend ; and then 
was he still further humbled in finding, that 
Atherton had sagacity enough to detect him, 
and spirit enough to encounter him in an at- 
titude of threatening. 

When however he found that Atherton was 
disposed to countenance and assist him, so far 

as to conceal himself for awhile, a burden was 

* 

taken off his mind ; and he recovered his spirit 
80 far as to consent, without farther reluctance, 
to accompany Major Martin to Yorkshire. • 
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When the conspirators arrived at Wakefield 
it was night; and though Nicholson knew 
that Atherton was out of their reach, he shud- 
dered at the calmness with which the Major 
BBidy^^ We must now visit the spot where the 
work is to be done to-morrow night.'* Th^y 
walked arm in arm without speaking another 
word, till thej arrived at a narrow lane, which 
led from the high road into a deep, romantic 
glen. Before they descended into this glen, 
the Major pointed out to Nicholson, on the 
high grounds in the distance, the plantations 
of Vernon Park ; the white front of the man- 
sion was also visible in the dim light of a 
clouded moon, 

<< There,*^ said the Miyor pointing to the 
spot, " is Frank's present residence. Now if 
yon walk a few steps farther, I will shew yoti 
the place in which we must bury him to^ 
morrow night,^* 

C 5 
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They descended into the glen, which was 
the same spot where Tom hiid attempted hi» 
consin^s life. There was a steep bank on either 
side ; thete was a narrow foot path bounded 
hj a rivulet on one side, and by an abrupt bank 
on the other ;-ron the farther side of the ri- 
Tulet, which was not many inches in depth, nor 
many yards in width, the ground rose more 
gradually, and was thickly covered with shrubs. 

** Now if you are not afraid of wetting your 
feet,'* said the Major, when they had proceeded 
about a hundred yards, *^ follow me, and by 
this dim light I can shew you a burying place,, 
which will defy detection.'* 

Nicholson followed as he was bid, wondering 
at the cold brutality of his guide, and rejoicing 
in his heart, that their destined victim was far 
away from them. 

" I have known this spot," said the Major,, 
^* from my earliest recollection ^--and, even. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ATHEETON. 35 

when I was a boy, I remember tlmt it struck 
me as being peculiarly well adapted for the 
purpose, to whicb we are sborttf about to. 
apply it.*^' He paused a few seconds, and tbea 
continued, ^^ I wisb I had despatched him at 
Madeira/* 

'^ Do you begin to relent ^" said Nicholson 
with an afiectotion of courage. 

*^ Relent?'' answered the Major, " no; — but 
I tell you I wish the business had been done 
before.— Do you observe this hillock of sand," 
continued he moving some brambles away 
with his cane, " and the cavity on the fortheir 
side ?'' 

*' It seems," said Nicholson, *^ as if it were 
intended for « grave." 

^' Hush,'* said the Major, " I think I hear 
the chimes of Wakefield church. — To-morrow 
at this hour it will be all over. Now we must 
rehearse;^ that we may be perfect in our partSi, 



.J 



Digitized by 



Google 



S6 ATHEETON. 

I am afiaid you have not nerve enongfa to stab 
him with yonr ovm hand* What do you think ? 
Can I trust you?'* 

^^ I am at your command,^ said Nicholson 
virith more composure than he could have 
spoken, had he not knov^n that Atherton was 
in no danger. 

" Then observe/' said the Major, " he shall 
meet us here, at this hour to-morrow. — Your 
station must be on the footpath opposite ; 
mine shall be where we are now standings. I 
shall bring a dark lantern with me, and the 
moment you two meet I will cough and throw 
the light upon him, and then when he turns 
round, you will stab him on the back — but 
mind your aim, — here just at this point.'* 

The lawyer shuddered as the Major put his 
hapd on his back to direct him where to point 
the dagger. 

^^ And the mome^it that you strike him Iwil 
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rush forward to finish the work. — In fonr and 
twenty hours from this time he will be in this 
grave. The sand is loose, and the interment 
will give us very little trouble. — Come, now 
you will be glad of your supper, so let us re- 
turn to Wakefield. — ^You show more nerve 
than I expected. I hope your courage will 
not fail yon to-morro>7." 

'* I trust not,*' said the hypocritical scrivener, 
who was now inwardly and heartily rejoicing 
at the thought of being thus able to outwit tbe 
Major. 

They returned to Wakefield, and took up 
their abode at a miserable little alehouse on 
the road side* The people of the house 
seemed to know the Major, and to stand in 
awe of him. They were assiduous in their 
attentions, and obsequious in their obedience. 

Nicholson, who was of the city thoroughly 
and onmivorously, Uked not the meagre and 
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unpromifioog aspect of tbe hoage, for it s&ewe^ 
DO ftj^mptoms of good cheer. It gmelt of 
elieepe and tobacco and sour ale ; and, tbougb 
tkere was a blazing fire, the room looked cold 
vrith its smoke dried walls and plaistered floor^ 
and wooden chairs and round table on three 
legs* The sharp air of a Yorkshire midnight 
had procured him a good appetite, and as he 
was under no apprehension of witnessing, or 
contributing to, any bloodshed on this occa* 
sion, he was prepared for a better supper, thail 
be supposed was prepared for him. His gorge 
rose at the sight of a dirty coarse table-cloth^ 
scarcely large enough to cover ,^be miserable 
apology for a table, and he liked not the looks 
of iron spoons, and black salt, of brown bread, 
of pewter-complexioned knives and forks, not 
over clean, of thick vinegar, and thin mustard, 
and all the uncomfortable comforts of an ilL 
appointed table» 
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Bat to all this be was reconciled by tbe ap« 
pearance of a pair of boiled fowls, and a 
Yorkshire ham, as well cooked, as if thej had 
jast emei^ed from the kitchen at the Mansion 
Honse. Instead also of the thin, sour ale, 
which his fears had anticipated, he bad to 
thank the Major's kind consideration for 
having provided an ample allowance of bottled 
stout ; and when these had been discussed, a 
bowl of rum punch redolent of limes made the 
lawyer's heart glad, and kindled up his cbu- 
rage till he was equal to any exploit, on which 
his feeder might put him. And, as he waa 
freed from all unpleasant apprehensions, he 
was in exquisitely high spirits, and thought 
that the excursion was mightily pleasant, and 
a very agreeable relaxation from the drudgery 
of the office. 

^^ Now, Nicholson, our preparations are not 
quite complete ; we must have our writing ajpu. 
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paratas, and send the young geAtiemen an in- 
vitation to meet ns. You Mrill write that.'' 

" Most readily," said the lawyer, " but I 
will charge you six and eight-pence for the 
job.*' 

Nicholson wrote, at the Major*s dictation, 
as follows : — 

Mr DEAR Martin, 

You will be surprised to receive a 
note from me at this place, and under these 
circnmstances. I have deceived you respect- 
ing your birth, and have been reluctantly made 
a tool of Major Martin* But I wish to un- 
deceive you, and to put you into instant pos- 
session of means of defeating this man's crafty 
and villainous designs. By this communi- 
cation I am running a great risk ; but I cannot 
be at rest till I have performed this act of 
justice, and have restored your birthright. 
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which has been hitherto, by my instramentality, 
80 unjustly detained from you. We muBt, 
however, in this matter, preserve the pro- 
foundest secresy, and you must be ready to 
conceal my name as an agent in the present 
act of justice. I write with trembling, for I 
am in fear lest this deep scheming politician 
should even now thwart my designs. At pre- 
sent he is far enough off, he is at his house at 
Hampstead confined by a severe cold ; but, if 
he should suspect that I am in Yorkshire, he 
would follow me immediately. Now as I must 
not be seen in this matter, you and I must 
meet at midnight. So if you have any real 
desire of ascertaining your parentage, the pre-* 
sent is your only opporttinity. Meet me at 
twelve to-night in the shepherd's glen. Bring 
this letter in your hand. Of course I need not 
say that no one must be acquainted with this 
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commonicatioa. Yon must not fail to meet 
me, for yovr destiny depends on it. 

Believe me ever faithfully yours^ 

H. Nicholson. . 

^^ Very good/' said the Major as Nicholson 
read the above with an unfaltering voice; 
*f now another bowl of punch, and then to 
real; for we have hai4.a fatiguing day. There 
can be no doubt but he will accept your invi- 
tation. We ha,ve here expressed his own bus* 
pidons, and the temptation will be too strong 
for him to resist.'^ 

^* But supposing/' said Nicholson, ^^ that 
it should so happen that anything should pre- 
vent his giving us the meeting.'* 

^^ Why then we must take another oppor* 
tunity, for I am determined on it. I should 
have done the deed before.^ X was a fool Ia 
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let him escape me at Madeira. Bat I have no 
doubt of his coming.'* 

^^ I have/' thoaght Nicholson, who pat this 
question only to ascertain, what chance there 
was of an ultimate escape from this perplexity. 
The lawyer now be^n to hare some hope, 
that he might baffle this crafty man; and 
therefore he felt himself comparatively at ease, 
and by the dii^ersion of present fears, and by 
means of the sedative effects of the punch 
bowl, he slept soundly till a late hour. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Major Martin, by a messenger on whom he 
could depend, for he could not altogether trust 
Nicholson, sent the note up to Vernon Park 
addressed to Francis Martin, Esq. and so far 
' all seemed to go on rightly as the Major could 
possibly ^sh. And nothing but that infatua- 
tion, which the all wise ruler of eyents some- 
times suffers to lay hold on the minds of the 
unprincipled and reckless, can account for the 
fact, that Major Martin had no suspicion, that 
he was deceived and circumvented by Nichol- 
son. For this lawyer, who at the first proposal 
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of the acbemei trembled and turned pale, and 
straggled to burst bii cbaiB, now, when tbe 
catastrophe seemed near its development, had 
grown bold and self-possessed, and contemn- 
plated tbe midnight meeting at the Shepherd's 
glen with all tbe calmness of the most callous 
veteran in deeds of darkness. This excited, 
however, no suspicion in the mind of Major 
Martin. On the contrary he rather congratu- 
lated himself on the power, which he thus 
seemed to possess over the soul of his slave. 

Days are long to those who are anxionsly 
waiting for night, but the longest day has an 
end, and anxiety is some time or other lulled to 
rest. The days at this period were near the 
shortest, but they appeared long to the Major. 
At nine the chiming of the bells of Wakefield 
spire reminded him, that the next time those 
chimes should ring, his victim would be sink- 
ing into a nameless grave. 
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^ Now/' said lie to his companion ^' we 
muit fortify oar stomacbs before we renture 
out into the cold air/* 

A iiandsome supper was serrcd np (or tkem 
and Nicholson was heedless of pewter knives. 
He almost laughed to think of the dexterity^ 
with which lie had taken pains to convert an 
intended tragedy into a mere £En*ce of disap-* 
pointment. He spared not the punch which 
his employer pressed upon him, aad while 
Martin urged him to drink for the purpose of 
k^ping up his courage, he took the recom* 
mendation, for the purpose of keeping out the 
cold. 

At length they set out on their expedition ; 
and at least half an hour before the time ap-* 
pointed, they reached the Shepherd's glen. 

" Now Nicholson/' said the Major, *^ if you 
go cleverly through your work, your fortune is 
made.'^ 
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*^ Wc are too soon,'* answered the lawyer. 

'^So much the better. We shall go more 
coolly about our work.'' 

The moon, which was th«n higfa^ gave but 
occasional gleams of misty Itght through masses 
of dense and slowly moving clouds threaten* 
ing snow. There was light enough, however^ 
to let them see the entrance of the glen towards 
Vernon Park. The minutes went slowly, but 
they went. The chimes at length' were heard, 
they were playing the old air of tho miller of 
Hansfield ; the melody came dismally on the 
breeze, and by this time the fumes of the punch 
were evaporating from the brains of the lawyer, 
and he grew tired of waiting for nothing. — 
Minutes went. 

** He is late," said Nicholson. 

" All in good time,'* said the Major, " per- 
haps they sup late at Vernon Park.'*— Then 
after a pause — ^* Now to your place and I to 
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lAUie* [ think I see him coming.— Can you 
graip the 4agger firmly— Let me see -r-Ay that 
will do. — Now no flinching." 

Nicholson trembled in spite of himself, for 
if the scene were nothing else, it was a well 
acted passage of melodrame. 

^^ We must be careful not to make a mis- 
take/* said Nicholson with an effort of levity, , 
^^ and marder some poor innocent shepherd in 
his midnight wanderings.'' 

^ Hush, hush,'^ said tl)e Major, ^^ he is 
here.'' — So saying, he stepped hastily across 
the little stream and took his station among 4 
the shrubs and brambles, that shaded and 
shrouded the meditated grave. — Nicholson, 
who thought there was a mistake, looked fear- 
lessly and enquiringly towards the entrance of 
the glen, where by the moon's scanty light he 
saw that, which sent the blood rushing through ' 
his reins in tumultuous torrents of almost 
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madness. It was to his eye in form and 
aspect, in attitude, in dress, in gait, no other 
than Atherton himself. The paper was in his 
hand which he seemed to brandish and display 
as a signal to his midnight informant. In an 
instant the lawyer^s courage, if courage it might 
be called, sank down in absolute[and agonising 
cowardice and dread. Rushing through the 
rivulet, he threw himself* trembling like a 
beaten spaniel at the feet of his master, and 
exclaimed in couYulsiVe emotion^ ^^ I cannot-— 
I cannot— oh mercy ! — '* 

The Major kicked him contemptuously 
away, and seizing the dagger from a haiid that 
willingly relinquished it, sprang to the other 
sid0 of the glen; while Nicholson lay trem- 
bling on the ground with his face ayerted from 
the scene. • In an instant the lawyer heard a 
stab, a sob, and a struggle, and tu'ming^ound 
instinctiTelyi he saw the M^jor and his ylctim 

YOL. III. D 
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roiling in the stream tyf water now deeply tinged 
with the blood of the wounded man. 

*^ Help^ help, contemptible coward,'^ wer€? < 
the first words uttered by the Major. So saying 
he lifted up his band aiming another blow ttt 
his victim, when his arm was arrested by a 
Toice, not of Atherton, but of the Major's own 
son, exclaiming, " Father, my Father, mercy, 
mercy!" 

The Major started, Nicholson was horror 

struck, and felt infinitely more than the mur-* 

derer himself. *^ How— What means this ?*' 
exslaimed the father lifting bis wounded son, 

and dropping the instrument of murder. — 

'^ Speak, boy, speak, what madness brought 

you here ?'* 

Faintly and feebly as one who feels life 

ebbing fast away the young man replied, ^ It 

was n«t madness — it was the letter — ^the trea>f. 

onerous letter — I saw Nicholson's handwriting 
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«^on tfaift letter—- to my coiirin— I opened ilr— 
oh^ — ^water — water — I — he is goae— '* The 
Major and Niefaolson now understood; Irat it 
was too late. The latter bad at least the satis- 
fiietion of having saved the life of Atherton ; 
bat the M^jor had blood upon his hand and 
despair in his heart. He had reached the dimax 
of crime, and he heard as the knell of his de- 
parting hopes, the last groan of his murdered 
scm. The lifeless body sank from his relaxed 
arms, and Nicholson and the Major stood en- 
tranced as it were, gazing with an ignorant and 
indefinite feeling at the miserable sight bef(Mre 
them. 

The dottds rolled away and left the clear 
bright moon in the placid depths of heaven 
shedding the fulness of its midnight lustre on 
a sight from which humanity is wisely formed 
to revolt vrith horror. The slaughtered youth 
had fallen in the water, his face was turned 
D 2 
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towards his unnaturfll father, bis eold band yet 
grasped the letter, hj which he had been be-» 
trayed into a snare not intended for him« 

The Majorfor a moment thought of evidencey 
and stooped to wrench the attesting document 
from the senseless hand that held it^ but the 
effort was too much e^en for him. He started 
back with an inyoluntary shudder, and his fa-i 
6ulties,were again suspended. Feeling, io ft* 
best and proper sense^ belonged not to the 
Major^s mind. He passed at once from a 
state of the coolest indifference to the bewiU^ 
derment of scarcely conscious stupor, without 
experiencing the agony of a passionate transi- 
Hon. Never had he been habituated in the 
whole course of his life to enter by sympathy 
into the feelings of others, and nothing could 
touch him, save through the medium of selfish- 
ness. Now there lay before him in his mur- 
dered boy, the death of his hopes, the reward 
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^f bis crimes^ the defeat of hia craftiness, the 
eousttiBtaiaUon of his g^ilt; — and the sight 
shook bimi not indeed to a wholesome agony of 
remorse, but to the temporary dethronement 
of bis reason cmd a partial suspension of con- 
scioosness. \ 

Nicholson on the other band, whose wicked^ 
ness was the vanity of mental weakness, and 
tbo selfefitisfied pride, which is gratified by 
paltry distf»c$ioli, and who had not risen to the 
^ublimjity of reckless and heartless appstacy^ 
M^ ikot only for the sad spectacle b^ore him, 
bat for the torture which he supposed musl 
wring the. soqI of one who had stained his 
bands with the blood of his own child. Fluent 
as Nicholsoii usually was, and ever ready as on 
ordinary occasions he might be with the gab.- 
bling impertinence of fruitless advice, orpomtr 
less consolation, he was now wisely and 
necessarily speechless. It was no case for 
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pity eiq)ressible by words, it adaiitted not ^ 
compassion, it was a depth beyond the reach 
of consolation, it was a crime beyond the palli- 
lation of an accomplice. 

Nicholson bad in his constitution merdy the 
Tillaiuy of want of principle ; his was not the 
fitern and hard hearted recklessness which can 
look calmly on the work of its wickedness. 
He could hare sacrificed or betrayed for selfish 
purposes his best friend, but he had not nerve 
enough to look on the work of Us own detiees, 
or the horrible residt of his own schemes ; and 
he had not sufficient imaginatien to place before 
the eye of his mind scenes acted at a distance. 
It was the sight now before him that shook 
bim to the inmost soul and he was so paralysed 
with fear and revolting of spirit that as am 
accomplice he was useless and worse than 
uselei^. 

When the Major ha4 recovered a litHe froi^ 
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Ibe first shock of the dreadful discoTery of bis 
awful eiTor^ he said to Nicholson, ^^ We must 
bury the body/' 

Bat Nioholson stood petrified with horror, 
feeble and purposeless ^s ap iuSanU 

^* Help me/' said the Major, stoopiog down 
and raising the body partly from oat the wat^ 
in which it had fallen. Nicholson in a bewil- 
derment of trembling fear instinctively attempt- 
ed to obey t\^9t toico to wfaiob he Imd been 
hafaftuated to yield snlgection ; but wlifn he 
brought bis arms in contact with tbe mordered 
yontfa, his strength vanished and he drew 
back. 

^^ What now,*' exclaimed the Major as con* 
(emptttonsly as if he were speaking to a dog. 

^* Oh I cannot, — I cannot — '' 

^^ Fool ;'' replied the M^'or and fixing his 
terrific looks on the trembling companion of 
Ilis wicked exploit he raised his arm and aimed 
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a blow at Nicholson with the rery dagger thai 
had pierced the bosom of his son. But Ni- 
cholson, however he might lack presence of 
mind in great emergencies^ where he might be 
serTiceable to others, was not at all deficient in 
this quality^ when his own safety was at stake. 
Dexterously he evaded the blow, the meditated 
force of which brought the Major to the earth: 
Bnd now consulting his ^safety and trembling 
for his life, which he saw to be in danger from 
the poignard of his companion, as well asn*om 
the halter of justice, he fled, and left the un^ 
natural father to bury by himself the murdered 
son« 
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CHAPTER V. 



Let the narrative now follow the steps of 
Atherton, who in a spirit of dejection that he 
had never felt before, left the office of Nichol- 
son with a promise that he would not shew 
himself to his friends, but remain concealed 
till some safe steps could be taken tor his pro« 
vision and protection. 

He soon found it however impossible to 
fulfil his promise to the letter ; for a week or 
two after on descending Holbom-hiU, he was 
suddenly and unexpectedly accosted by his 
friend Mr. Pluslu Atherton, wha was walking 
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slowly and pensively along, was roused from 
his reverie by the sound of a heavy shuffling 
step close behind him^ and by the weight of a 
muscular hand pressing mercilessly on his 
shoulder, and looking round he saw the well 
known features of the reverend frequenter of 
the Pewter Platter. 

'^ Odzooks, Master Atherlon or Martin or 
whatever your name may be, I thought we 
were never to se6 you again. So you have 
discovered your fiather, a Major in the army.. 
Has he any livings in his gift ? 

'^ Beally^ Sir/' said Atherton after a mo- 
ments pause, in which pause the young man 
sighed and looked sorrowful, ^^ I cannot an» 
swer for what Major Martin may have in his 
gift." 

" Ah ! Well I see how it is," replied Mr. 
Plush, " you are a great man now and are^ 
ready to forget old acquaintances. Well, welt 
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I ask ptrdoii for the liber^ I have taken ; but 
Vfh&k one ba« been joumeyman so many years 
as I hfkve, it is natoral to be looking out for 
promotion ; and it is atways my way, I say, 
not to lose anything for want of asking.^' 

'^ Sity^^ replied Atherton with some emotion^ 
for he was Ttfy sorry that he had uninten- 
tionally wounded the poor man^s feelings, 
'^ you miftake me if you tbinjk that I have for- 
gotten my old friends, or that I am capable of 
behaYing with wilful and deliberate unkindness 
to any one ; bu^ I haye'much on my mind at 
present. I am miserably out of spirits.^' 

^* Ah,^' exclaimed Mr. Plosh, recoyering 
the Ume of bis familiarity, '^ I see how it is, I 
know all about it. A love matter, a love 
matter. Ay, ay, I was once in love myself. 
Never mind. All's well that ends well. — But 
now Master Atherton, zooks I can never call 
you anything but Atherton ;-^I am going to 



Digitized by 



Google 



M^VMilM 



60 ATHEETON-. 

read prayers at St. Andrews, it woa^ take 
above a quarter of an honr or twenty minutes, 
if you will just pop in with me, we can afkera- 
wards a^oum to my lodgings and eat a muUon 
chop together. Tlien we can tidk over old 
times." 

Atherton, who knew not ^at to do With 
himself, was not reluctant to accept of Mr. 
Flush's invitaticm, and he accompanied the 
reverend gentleman into the church, wonder^, 
ingat the slovenly and disrespectful style in 
which things sacred were treated by one 
whose businesss it was to recommend and en*, 
force thf m on the public attention. 

^^ Sit where you like,** ssid Mr* Plush-, 
*^ you will find plenty of room.'* — So saying 
his reverend guide disappeaned for a moment, 
and before Atherton had well settled himself 
in a pew he heard the sonorous voice of Mr. 
Plush reverberating from the lofty roof and 
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echoing wallt, along which the words of prayer 
seemed to be coursing each other with most 
indecorous haste. Every now and tben^ but 
not in the intervals of Mr. Plush^^s readings 
for that gentleman made no pauses, the voice 
of the mechanically responding parish clerk 
was heard in a sotio voce accompaniment 
Mending, but not hu*moniousIy, with the gal- 
loping gabble of the indefktigable reader. 
This species of performance, whatever may be 
said by poetical people about echoing vaults 
and pealing notes, was by no means calculated 
to soothe the perturbations of a troubled mind, 
nor was it the kind of reHgious ministration, 
which could wean the spirit from the perplex* 
ing interests of human life. But occasionally * 
Atherton thought that he heard another voice-, 
besides those of parson and clerk: and the 
voice was as of one, with i^hom he had been 
acq[uainted; but he had forgotten the when and. 
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tbe wkere^ It was a toicei deep, roij^h and 
solemn, tremUing with eamestness, oonse* 
crating, and cooaecratad by, tbe laagoageof 
prayer yrhkSk it utttered He directed his eye 
to the place ikom when<to tbe Toiee came, and 
there he aaw his worthy and TcneraUe filiend 
Dr. JohnsoB, the only individual in the place 
who seemed to haye any idea of tbe purpose 
for whidi be was tbci^^ So rivetted was 
Atberton with the derotional aspect of the 
doctor^s countenance, that he withdrew not his 
looks from him till the brief service was con- 
cluded. 

When the service was over Mr. Plu^b was 
in a twinkling dismantled of bis surplice^ and 
' they two proceeded . to the door, where Dr. 
Johnson said to Atberton, '^ Young man, if 
you should ever go into a place of worship 
again, let me advise you to attend to your own 
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deTotion, and not to interrupt that of others bj 
ao unseemly and idle gazing/' 

Aiherton was about to apologize, but the 
doctor, who did not seem to recognize him^ 
tamed on his heel and walked away. 

^^ He does not recollect me,^' said Atherton 
to Mr. Plush. 

^^ Very likely not/' answered his clerical 
friend, " he is a strange sort of man. To tell 
^ou the truth I don't half like him. He be- 
haTed very rudely to me some time ago. I bad 
been reading prayers at St. Dunstan^s, and 
there was no one in the churchy but Dr. 
Johnson, and a few old women. As we were 
all coming out together I spoke to the doctor,, 
who, instead of returning my salutation, said 
loud Plough to be heard from Temple Bar to 
Fleet Ditch, ^ Who taught you to read the 
church service ?'— So being a little piqued I 
replied, << I taught myself, Sir.*'—* Then, 
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Sir, I hope you will never teach $Dy ope else;* 
— was his reply, which I think was exceed? 
ingly rude.*' 

^^ Exceedingly rude indeed, I think/^ ecbor 
ed Athertpn, ^^ but this is not the onlj instancy 
I hare noticed of moroseness connected with 
devotion. I remember that Mrs. Dickinson^ 
who was a very religious woman in her way, 
was always in an ill humour on Sundays. J 
should like to know the philosophy of it.^' 

^* Philosophy," said Mr. Plusb, " odzooks, 
I see no philosophy in it for my part ; — if any 
one has reason to be ivk an ill humour aboujt 
prayers, I am sure I have ;. for what with Sun- 
day and week day duty and burials and cbrisr 
tenings and marriages, I am always at it^ like 
a horse in a mill ; but it never puts me out of 
humour. I tell you what, Master Atherton, 
mj notion of the matter is, that being out of 
humour answers no one good purpose in tlv^ 
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world. Why if in addition to all iny troubles 
and toils and wearisome life I were to be in lU 
humours everlastingly, I might as well go 
hang myself at once. To be in good spirits 
is all the comfort I haye/' 

" It is happy for you, Sir,'* replied Atber- 
ton, ^^ that you haxe so much philosophy and 
good sense as to reason thus/' 

« Bah— bah— ,'» repHed Mr. Hush, « don't 
tell me about reason and philosophy. I know 
nothing about philosophy or reason ; I merely 
make the best of whatcTcr comes. And that 
y6u must do if you take your mutton chop with 
me to-day : f<^ I have no kickshaws or made 
dishes such as you meet at your great folka* 
bouses in Broad Street. Not that I don't 
Vke good liying. Master Atherton, I like it as 
well as any man, but then I need not be at the 
expense of it at home. No, no I come in now 
and then for a tolerably good blow out at other 
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peaj^e's expense. Sometimes I get a dhiner 
at the MansioB-lioQse', and I seldom pass a 
month withotit ao invitation to some tavern 
dinper, where my share of the reckoning is to 
say grace before meat^ and the »ngers do the 
job for me afterwards by singing Ndn uoMb.^^ 

^^ I suppose/' said Atherton with a smiley 
^^ you would haire no ol]jection if th^ would 
ting before dinner as well as after a^ make 
yoor place a perfoct sinecure.*' 

^ ihjf nay^ good Misister Atherton,*^ rsj^IM 
Mr. Plush, ^^ I woald much rather take the 
trouble to say a ahwt grace, th^n nndergo the 
ann<qrance of bearing a long song t)iat Woald 
eool the fish.** 

Hereupon th&^ arrivad at the lodgin^^of 
the Reverend Mr. Plash. And presently Aat 
personage, whom Mr« P^asb in bis SMmi^nts 
of faeetionsnessased'to. call his old womm, 
p^e b.^r appearance. This domestic^ the 
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whole and sole (^ Mr. Plodi's estaUklun^it 
was a short broad, round shoulder^, flat faced 
individual, with one of those oomple^uons, 
which by their hardness seemed destined to 
last for ever, the elements of that complexiMd 
were soot, snuff and wrinlije^. BvlX the dd 
lady was happy in the consoiousness of iier im- 
portance, as ruling over, the whole empire of 
Mr. Plosb*8 lodgings, though her dominicm 
was rather equiv6cal, seeing that Mr* Pinah 
WW not wmh governed by her, and she h^t^ 
«df was not much under her own command, 

4 

as to tiie management of h^ flippant tongn^ 
which having lost the guard of ti^ifa, seemed 
thereby exposed to every wind that blew, and 
was consequently in constant agitatton ai^the 
leaf of an aspen; 

^< Ods bobs, mistress, is not dinner ready V^ 
^adaimed the reverend Mr. Plush. 

<^ Dinner read^, forsooth ! I should like to 
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know who U to oook you a dioner^ while yoa 
are reading prayers at St. Andrews — Why it 
will not be ready yet this half hour. I. thought 
you had been going to preach a sermon this 
morning,'* 

« And if I ha^/' replied Mr. Plush, «* it 
would not have taken me half an hour. Look 
ye, old lady, I donH like to be kept waiting for 
my dinner. One does not know what to do 
with oneself before dinn^er.'* 

^^ No, nor after neiUier," repKed the im- 
pertinent, ^f but ril pop over to the Magpie 
and order the beer and get you the paper, if 
yen will step into the kitchen, the wMle and 
see that the meat does not bom.'^ 

Atherton smiled at the placidity with which 
Mr. Plush complied with the ^proposal of bis 
housekeeper; but Atherton had before seen 
the establishment of a bachelor, and the infiUf 
once of a female domestic in the boose of his 
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quondam master Mr. Bryant ; thongb it did 
not s^em very likely that Mr. Plnsli would 
altogether follow the stationet'^s example in 
raising his servant to the dignity of actual^ 
legal, wedded mistress of his establishment. 

^^ That is one of the strangest and queerest 
creatures that ever lived/' said Mr. Flush re- 
turning from the kitchen with a tumbled and 
beer sopped newspaper in his hand, ** but she 
is a faithful servant, and so I let her have her 
oWn way* — fiut stoy^ let ns see what's the 
news. — Ah here is another of Junius' letters. 
-tA troublesome blade is this Master Junius. 
I cannot say I like such discontented chaps. If 
people are not satisfied with government, let 
them go elsewhere and see if they can find a 
better.-^ Let them go to France and eat frogs 
and wear wooden shoes. — Let them go to Spain 
and take a taste of the inquisition. — Or let 
them go to Constantinople, and make trial of 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO ATHEETOW. 

the tender mercies of the grab^ Turk » that^s 
my ii^icAi Mr. Ath^tOD) that's my notiou and 
^ good notion it i» : it has stocMl the test of 
ages.^* .y{. 

Mr. Flush thus continued talking over the 
paper^ sometimes reading half a paragraph 
almost aloud and then mattering the rest to 
himself much to the annoyance of his compa-" 
nion. Frank's political fever had considerably 
abated, irince the evening that he had met Mr. 
Plush and Mr. Nicholson at the house of Mr. 
Robert Bryant ; so that he paid very little at* 
tention to the miscelJbtneous mutterings of his 
clerical host, and was suffering himself to sink 
into a reverie tirhen suddenly the reverend gen-^ 
deman started up in a fit of loudly expressed 
astonishment, exclaiming, ^' Impossible ! Im- 
possible !*' — Then stalking across the room in 
a tremulous agitation, he thrust the paper into 
the hands of Frank, saying, ^^ There, there^ 
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Mf. AthertoD, Mr. MartiBi or wbaterw your 
name Qiay b^, read that — Oh that I sbould 
QTer have lived to aoioke a i»pe with a mur- 
derer.^' 

'^ A murdefer, Mr. Plii»h> what do you 
mean ?'* cried Atberton, whose aeliTe imagi-» 
nalicm immediately aioggesled to him the pro*, 
habilii^ of what bad really taken place. H0 
took the paper and read as follows : — 

'^ It is a painful duty to lay before the pub« 
lie the particnlars, as far as we have been able 
to collect tbem^ of the most horrid) barbarous 
and cruel murder^ unparalleled in the annals 
of atrocity. On Wednesday last as a pedlar 
who was on his way from Wakefield to Ha-^ 
li&x was passing through the sh0pherd*s glen^ 
which leads towards Vernon Park, he observed 
that his dog was attracted by something ex* 
traordinary on the opposite side of the rivulet 
that runs through the glen. And as the man 
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tonU not by any means get the dog away irMk 
the spot, he was indaeed to make an exuiii^ 
nation, and on moving some loose sand, whieh 
had been partly disturbed by the dog 8crateki> 
ing it up with bis feet, the man was ttiimder- 
stmck at the sight of a human hand grasping 
a letter. By the exertions of the pedlar the 
body was completely disinterred. Information 
was immediately communicated to the magis^ 
trates who happened to be then sitting at 
Wakefield. The most aciiTe measures are 
taken to dlscpver the perpetrators of this dia^ 
bolieal deed of darkness/' 

<< Well Sir !" exclaimed Atherton. 

^' Read on, Mr. Atherton/' replied the 
tslergjman.' 

Atherton read on and soon came to an ex-'- 
planation of the agitation of Mr. Plush, for 
on readings ^^ Farther particulars'' he found 
that ^^ a person calling himself Nkhokon bad 
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been Uken up under Tery susfacioos ^ireum- 
sUaees,*' aiMl that this iiidivi4aal ^^ caUing 
himself an attorney, had betrayed snch mani- 
fest symptoms of agitation that jprj little doubt 
was wtertained, that, he was in son^e way or 
other connected with this diabolical catas- 
trophe.^ StiH farther Atherton read as follows : 
^^ We stop the press to announce^ that Nichols 
mm has confessed tlmt be was. priyy to the 
murder ; but what more passed at the last ex- 
amioation we do not feel ourselves at liberty to 
state, lest we might thereby prejudice the cause 
of justice. The event has excited an unusual 
sensation through the county and our office is 
daily and hourly besieged with enquiries.^' 

'^ I see it all/' said Atherton, as he laid down 
the paper, <^ I see itall^Mr. Plush/' continued 
he looking earnestly on his friend,^* th^ have 
mistaken their victimk I was to have been die 
murdered person'' 

TOIi. III. JB 
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•The teihf flioogfat of seeing a WfeOi irboiDiglil 
Mre tfeen i6tii4ek^iftts to-Mr. I^hisli alUM^st 
ife teiUfic m ^eing one trko bad 1^eii'niupdter<*> 
^^^sndliesfidle^aa^ \o6ktA featfcdty ii|H)to 
Mhmotiy a»^if lo^see if he tv^ve reaUy IMBg. 

••MercyoB ineMr. MaH&n — ^ 

'* Nevet cdl me by ibat name agahiy'^rejdieii 
Atberton with a solemnity of tene and a look 
bf'diis^asty that^qtdte^eompoBed Mr. f4iMhy 
Tvboln ah orAinai^ vis^ bad vc^ little to do 
*with emotions, and was mightily <tistui'1>ed by 
anytbitig that interrapted the slifgf^sb eitf)Sefi4 
of his mechanical life. 

" Why so, why so?*' exclaimed the clejpgy- 
man. 

"1 wilMenyou,V said Alherton, <'I have 
tio secrets now. Yoa shall hear a tale Mr« 
Mush—'* 

^^Well, weH, well, stop, stop, stop, after 
dinner if you please/' replied Mr, PlinA who 
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ftt duit moi^Mt saw Jm Ii(Hlid(«q^r bii^g 
a didi Qf mattoi^i cbopt i^to the room and wa9 
fearful lest a temble story i|Eiigbt spoil bis 
dmaeror tbat a long 9^e mig^ cool it After 
Ihegr had dined Atbertoa nanated bis history^ 
as far as he knew it and as fiur as Mr. Plash 
Imew it not. 

«WeU/' replied Mr. Plush, «i certainly 
did think that fellow NiohdUon capable of any 
things but I little thought of bis carrying bis 
iniquity so iar , as to be guilty of murder. That 
is too bad. Piok a man^s podcet, you may re^K 
pay him ; insult him you may beg bis pardon^ 
and all is right again; but murjler admits no 
apology or amends.'* 

Atherton.had^ever regarded Mr. Piusb in 
the light of a .counsellor and therefore he did 
not in the present emergeac^ ask of him ai^ 
advice but rather took counsel of bis own 
thoughts* Many were the topics on which 
E 2 
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those tboQghts were now distractingly exef-^ 
cised. AH those for whom a)td in whom he 
was interested, must necessarily be thrown 
into serious and deep concern by the event 
which had taken place. And it was possible, 
that by this circumstance, horrible as it was in 
itself, he might be placed in that situation 
which of right belonged to him. But as his 
disposition was not such as to have led him to 
do a dishonourable or injurious action for the 
sake of any personal benefit, so it would not 
suffer him to rejoice in the evil which had been 
done, though it might appear to contribute to 
his advantage. Less than human would he 
have been not to feel deeply and painfully for 
the dreadful situation into which Nicholson 
had thrown himself; and more than human 
would he have been did it not now occur to 
him that an obstacle was removed which had 
stood between him and prosperity. But when 
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he considered the desperate and heartless cha- 
racter of Major Martin he thought, that in the 
vindictiveness of his spirit he might c^ury the 
secret with him to the gallows, and to the grare, 
especially since if convicted of the murder he 
would be most anxious to conceal from the 
world the revolting truth, that he had shed the 
blood of bis own son. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Not many days before the horrid event re- 
lated aboye, Mr. Vernon and his daughter had 
left Vernon Park for London, and not many 
days after their arrival in London, Mr. Vernon 
received a letter from Sir Edward Vernon an-r 
nounoing the sudden death of his smi, and in- 
timating that fiirther particulars would speedily 
be communicated which it would be exceed- 
ingly desirable to k^p from the knowledge of 
Miss Vernon. These farther particulars having 
been already stated, need not be repeated here ; 
it suffices to say th;^t Mr. Veinop knew them 
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by this letter, but Ib^^e ifi^as a postscript to ^e 
letter wloch it is essenti^jl 1o the nacratiire to 
insert. 

'' Thece is a mystery about this affair which 
I am ao^ioua, yet afr<^i4 to invostiga^ I 
would not i9ei\lioD the w^ter a% (^1, but there 
if ^^qmour to that purpose iut SQ W^ lips^ 
l^bat I ffhfill give it litUe ^rther publicity by. 
UMiing' it to yom. The rumour is that our 
youBg fmen/iy %h^ sqn o| Mf^or Martin, was a 
99^ o^n^erne^ \a t^ dreadful tffws^ctioo. 
Whea npiy poor boy's Im^ w«§i dis^Tered^ a 
lA^teP HFW fo^nd to his hs^od ^Mrei^ed to 
young Mar<iD> by Nieholsou, who has i^ieady 
been takeu up iox the murder. TUs letter 
haft been concealed frond me of ccmrsej^ and is 
now in the possessioaof the dei^k of the^pieiaoe* 
it waa iu consequence of a letter fironA this Mr. 
Nicholson, as you may remember, that young 
If (Mtin left us so abmptiy, and it ia Tcry re<p 
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markable that we have heard nothing from hini' 
since. The dreadful afikir has so unhinged 
me that I scarcely know what I write. 

On the receipt of this letter^ and on perusing 
the postscript especially, Mr. Vernon was 
thrown into an agitation rather unusual for 
him. Of these two brothers little has been 
said in the course of the narrative, descriptive 
or strongly discriminative ; but they w^^ men, 
though both of good disposition and good' 
understandings of very diflbrent character and 
temperament both essentially and accidentally. 
Sir Edward Vernon was kind and gentle^ 
candid and unsuspicious, of great courtesy of 
manner, weft informed, and in some measure 
discriminating, but not altogether without 
some little leaning to credulity; — apt, from the 
goodness of his heart, to have his understand- 
ing occasionally blinded and sophistically 
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misled. He was a man of tender feelings^, 
but not of strong purpose, and if there vras a- 
point of weakness about him, it was tba i^ndue 
estimation in which he held the minutise of 
what he considered to belong to the deport* 
ment and bearing of a gentleman ; but he was 
not a coxcomb, and never had been, even, in 
his younger days^ for his habitual and almost, 
excessive courtesy by the expressing consi- 
deration from others, kept away from his own 
mind any flattering or conceited noti<ms of 
himself. 

Now Mr. Vernon, of Broad Street, was the 
merchant par excellence, gentleman enough' 
in all reason, but shrewd and penetrating^ 
perhaps somewhat conceited of ]|is shrewd-- 
ness, conscientious, punctilious beyond mo&i 
men of his class, open and candid in his Jbear-^ 
ing, but not deficient in self possession ; he 

had been well educated, and had not neglected 

£ d 
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literature, and be esteemed highly those of 
cultivated and discriiiiinating miad. Dr. 
Johnson, as we hare seen, was in high esteem 
TVith bim. The point in which Mr. Vernon 
differed most from his brother was, in cre« 
dulity. Mr. Vernon possessed a kind of social 
scepticism » partly consiitmional, and partly 
professional ; be had seen enough of both 
sides of human character not to confide in the 
first appearance. Yet there had been in the 
Conduct and bearing of Atherton something 
that had made an unusually favorable impres- 
'^ion on the merchant's mind ; for ki^owing by 
experience that there did exist in humanity,, 
and especially in its earlier days^ a generous, 
hearty and ^ee integrity of spirit, manifesting 
itself in the movements and looks, he ima- 
gined, very strongly imagined that he had 
seen such symptoms in the character of Ather- 
ton; md was therefore not very ready ta 
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believe anything tl^s^t mt^de against him* But 
again on secopd thoughts^ having some know* 
ledge, by report, of the not over reputable 
character of Nicholson, and knowing that 
Atherton had been intimate with Nicholsop, 
having also in his recollection some floafing 
idea of a rumour of some gambling transa-ction 
jn which the parties had been engaged, h^ 
knew not what to think. 

Under this impression he bethought him to 
call as if accidentallv on Mr. Robert Bryant of 
whom he might make enquiry without any 
^lanifest symptoms of suspicion. He called 
and enquired, but heard no intelligence, or 
rather he heard what was not favourable ; for 
Mr. Robert Bryant said, that all he had beard 
of Mr. Martin, by which name Atherton of 
cours^ still passed among his friends, was that 
he bad been in Yorkshire and that be was seen 
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a few weeks ago at the office of Mr. NicholsoiTy 
since which time he had not been visible to 
any of his friendli. ^* Indeed,^ added Mr. 
Bryant^ ^^ as I felt an interest in Mr. Martin I 
made it a point to enquire about him as soon 
as I heard that he was in town and I found that 
not one of his friends had seen him. I also 
enquired of the people of the house \vhere he 
used to lodge but could gain no tidings of 
him.** 

This was enough to satisfy Mr. Vernon^ 
that there was something not quite right, but 
he coTild not rery easily be brought to believe 
that such an amiable and well disposed young 
man as the supposed son of Major Martin 
should ever be guilty of so revolting a deed as 
that ascribed to him in the rumour alluded jfo 
in the postscript to Sir Edward Vemon^s letter: 
Circumstantial evidence, however^ when it 
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grows oumulative has a kind of force like that 
of the screw or wedge oyercoming resistance 
eflfeetually, because gradaally. 

Atherton, when be bad left Mr. Plush, who 
by the way was ignorant of the name of the 
person murdered, retired to the miserable 
lodging which he had taken for the purpose of 
concealment in the neighbourhood of Tower- 
bill. There reTolring in his mind the critical 
situation in which be was placed he endeavour- 
ed to meditate on the steps which he might 
most advisedly take. He felt a reluctance to 
make his retreat known to any of his old ac-* 
quaintance or to consult with them, because be 
must be under the necessity of mentioning the 
name of Nicholson and must miserably remind 
hiniself of his quondam and recent intimacy 
with a man whose character at the best was 
indifferent and was now labouring under the 
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iinputatiao of the darkei^t aod deadliest ebiurge 
that can l^e brought agalngt a nuaq. 

There was no long^ a doqbt ia A^herton'^ 
mmd that he was indeed the 900 of Sir Sdw9rd 
Vernon ; bat at tho papie tiipe there was opt a 
gleaqn of hop^ that the rf lalio^^hip ^opld be 
proved. No proof indeed ^oold be had of it 
save through means of Msyor Martini own 
eonfessioO) and he, Athertoq supposed^h^d )aid 
his schemes too deeply ever to be apprfl^epded, 
or if apprehended was not likely to disclofe 
the truth. lastauces bad been where detected 
villains by an instinct of justice, or convulsion 
of disappointment, having no more todrea4|had 
acknowledged all and even more than aU that 
had been proved against them ; but this was 
not likely to be the case with Major Martin 
who had nevfr during the whole pf Atbert<m^a 
acquaintance with him shewn the «li^test 
symptom of feeling or emotion^ and was to all 
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appearance the last man in the world to be 
touched with remorse. Beside if the man had 
anj feelings woold be acknowledge that he bad 
murdered his own son ?— *and if he had not any 
feeling what eould more him to an act of jas- 
tiee ?«— *or even if disposed might he not lack 
tfie means of proTing the point ? 

These considerations weighed heavily on 
our h«ro*s mind and there was blended with 
them another consideration, viz. that in a few 
days he might hear that bis old acquaintance 
and companion had been convicted^f murder, 
and it would not be pleasant to be recognized 
as the once companion and familiar friend of 
a conyicted criminaL Then also if Major 
Martin bad been, as there seemed little doubt, 
an accomplice if not a principal in the crime, 
he coidd never make his appearawe in England 
ttid it would not be likely after the discoveries 
that might result from Nicholson's trial that 
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Major Martin should recognize Atherton stw 
entitled to any protection from him, and so 
there was no home, no hope, no friend, na 
reftige for him in England. 

In this emergency it was natural that he 
should turn the anxiety of t is thoughts towards 
his plain, honest, simple, unsophisticated 
friend at Madras, the -Mr. Atherton whose 
name he bore, whose kindness he had experi- 
enced and whose patronage had been so gene- 
rously offered to him. ' 

In the dusk therefore be emerged from hi» 
dingy dwelling, and betook himself to a public 
house in the Minories, in order that he might 
^,^ get sight, if possible, of some uewsp^pei^, from 
whence he might learn something of vessels . 
about to sail tor Madrasw He felt himself not 
yery comfortable when, seated, with the 
paper be^e him, be heard some rough and 
loud Toiees in the next box^ talking of the 
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dreadful murder that had been committed in 
Yorkshire. For this event filled the minds of 
all, to the exdnsion even of politics. It was 
sadly annoying to him ta hear men, who, from 
their manner of speaking, were evidently of 
the lowest and most brutalized part of tho 
species talking of Nieholson, as though they 
had been familiar with him, and giving him a 
character which, with all its exaggeration, bore 
the aspect of truth. 

Atherton could with difficulty fix his atten^^ 
tion on the paper sufficiently to read the ad^ 
vertisements, which were dancing before his 
eyes in a perplexing maze. He hardly knew 
where to look for what he wanted to see, for 
he was afraid that in his search his eyes might 
light on what would rend his soul with horror. 
And though he had no other legitimate cause 
of agitation than sympathy or aorrow, yet h^ 
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feb, 06 if there was upon his heart the biurdea 
of guilt. 

With much ado, smA after hung searc^ng^ 
he found that there wae a yessel about to sail 
fbr Madras in a few da;a» He hastily and 
tremblingly took a note of the leferenoes, and 
was about to dep^, when a 8aih>r)%e looking 
man of apparenlly bsgher rank thana cotnmen 
sailor,^ but not quite polished enough, eren in 
those rude days, to dalm, by his appearanee, 
the denemioatio^ of Captain, cave and plaeed 
biauelf in the boi^ where Ather^ was sitting, 
and with a hasty ^ By V leave,* '^ seiaed hdd of 
the paper, and as Atherton was i|boi|t to leav^ 
the box at the same moment, the stranger 
called out, << BoHo, my hearty, no offence f 
hope.'* 

^^ None at all,^ replied Atherton who per<« 
sisted in the movement to depi^ 
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^^ Then donH be in such a plftg«y burry to 
get under weigh. Come, man^ tack about and 
sit down again. Why yoa have bad nothing 
to drink, or you have swallowed your mug.'' 

Atheiton recollected that be had violated the 
implied laws of the pnblie house by spelling 
over the paper with dry lips : and at the re- 
collection felt conftised for his absence of mind. 
The stranger observing this sMd, ^^ What say 
yon to a bowl of punch, young gentleman V^ 

'^ I am not much accustomed to punch/^ 
replied Atherton. 

^* Then it is high time you should leam,^ 
said the other. 

Atfaortoa was not in a frame of mind to be 
otherwise than pasrive, and he complied with 
the invitation and resumed his sitting, though 
he did not mnch admire his new companion. 

^ Pretty ddngs here ashore,** said the 
sailor, ^ here is a precious story of a murder.^ 
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Atherton almost rigfaed. He bad beto 
more tban saturated i^ith tbe subjects But in 
spite of bU teetb he was under tbe neeesmty of 
inid^^ing tbe whole story agaia, andbeariBg- 
tbe rude, ignorant commentaries oi- his un- 
eottib companion. Tbe puilcb was brought. 
Atherton sipped : His companion guzzled. 
Sipping did litde, bftt guzzling did'mueb. 

" What say you to anodier ?'* Andiorth- 
with another was brought, and the sipping 
and gliding prooeeded^ as b^ore. The saitor 
read the paper, and now and then locked at. 
Atb^ton, who was too much taken up ivith 
his own thoughts to mind these looks ; and 
indeed he who looked^ had that twinkle in his 
eye which rendened the. aim of his «ght very 
imperfect, and nearly deprived him of the 
power of steady scrutiny, 

^< It is an ill vrind that blows nobody good^" 
said tbe stranger at I^t-*^^ what aao^er howl 
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oat !«~Bat I say, Master, it is an ill wind that 
blows nobody good* Why loofcce — here is a 
reward of five hundred pound — 'pon my word' 
— a pretty rewi«'d--^ttnch all out— I would 
not though for all the five hundreds in the 
world — but PU tell you what, look here, here 
is a 'seription— six feet — that-s about ^your 
height I guess — well, well, don't stand up, I 
aint going to accuse you — there^s many a 
pretty fellow that's six feet high,— high fore- 
head-*b]ue eyes— ac-ac-ac— what's that — ac- 
qniline nQse— -what's an aquiline nose — blow 
me if ever I saw such a thing — though I hare 
seen as many noses as most people — African 
noses — and Yankee noses and Chinese nose£f, 
though' they hardly deserve the name of noses 
— answer to the name of Athlon — or Martih 
— alias — what's alias — alias Jackson — alias 
Watkins^— any olijection to imother bowl— 
upon my word, my hearty, I like your notions 
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*— fire Imndred poirndft reward^^lodgfidi in any 
gaol in bis ma^|egty^B 4omiBiiMifi — long IMet/^ 
fats majeaty, 'though be oticb meaix.moirtfaa' 
pny— ^weUl diink his baalih if jiCitl jdait^. *' 

<< With all my heart/' replied Athertai, wImi 
began to see tbat 'his rolunteer Bocnpanien^as 
rather mwced with Jiis ^arm 4liiitk ; and cons, 
sidering all eii^amstaaees, JPrank was n^ 
soiry for it; he -perceiTed by what had been 
read in the paper, that it was now more Ihaa 
e¥e)r important that be should keep hitnsdif 
concealed^ and get out of the countryas J»3t as 
possible. 

As soon therefore as the punch had setded 
the sailor's senses in fingetfulness, JPrank was 
glad to pay the reckoning that he nngfat depart 
uninterruptedly. 

When he was again .^isconeed in the snug 
tetreat of his dirty lodgings, wbece be ielt as 
though he could bid defiance to the detectiTe 
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Ibe worid) hehethttagbiL hknseir thai it wovid 
HoW'be deidirabilelhat be slMuld ^sgime him- 
8etfiooiii{iktely^ and court (be obtcnrilj of aiw< 
^tbai* alias. 

it wm rerj^evii&aX from 4fae natuiie of tbe 
adnrertisdiiicnittbat it mast have beengiotttp 
hy^ or tiader the ^bmtiim ot Major Martin, 
since none bnt he knew the alias of Watkins ; 
unless be ^ra%bt htne 4iamed dtlo Niehokon^ 
Wbo^alter havdng gii^n fak&self mneh ^ooUe, 
attd<pat bhntietf to some enpence to save his 
friend's IHe^ wdidd hardly tkciw plot s^ain^t 
bim. 

Some consolation now was it to Atfaerton's 
mind liiat he knew his danger and knew his 
enemy. He was in no iear of any serious 
danger from the advertisement^ Jbat it was not 
pleasant to anticipate that such charge should 
or might be made against him ; and indeed he 
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felt that it wooM not be yery easy to bring 
reputable witnetees eren to prove an o/t&t if 
he were driven to snch extremity. For it 
would seem strange in the eyes of the Yemoa 
family, that he should be able only to. prove 
his existence in Lond<m by the testtmony of a 
vulgar and low individual, keepel* of a dirty 
lodging house in an obscure and dirty part of 
the metropolis. 

Whatever doubt therefore had possessed his 
mind before concerning the desirableness and 
adTisahieness of emigration^ he was now con- 
firmed in the idea that it was the only safe and 
prudent step that be could take. The disguise 
of his person was not difficult, and the change 
of his name was perfectly easy, for he had been 
accustomed to such a variety, that he. hardly 
knew his own. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Atherton, after having, as he thought, 
fiitffieientlj disguised himself to escape recog* 
nition from ordinary observers^ betook himself 
to the office, to which the advertisement had 
directed him, to secure himself a passage to 
Madras. This office was up three piur of 
stairs in a buildmg that was let out for offices 
of various descriptions ; and in coming down 
the narrow staircase, which, though generally 
dark, was unfortunately rather too light at the 
only turning, that enjoyed a window> be met 

' VOL. III. F 
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Mr. Vernon. They might have passed, bnf 
for the moment Frank forgot bis disguise, and 
stopped, asif aboat to address the worthy mer- 
chant. In the next instant however, bethink- 
ing himself that he was acting out of character, 
he contradicted his intention, and was pro- 
ceeding without speaking, bat the movement 
had drawn Mr« Vemon^s attention, who filling 
his eyes ^qiriftn^y to the youiig miya pre- 
sently recognized Atherton's features, and com- 
paring these symptoms with what be had heard, 
begah to fear that there might be some truth 
in the rumours alluded to in his brotbelr's letter } 
for at this time he had not seen the* advertise^ 
meut by which Atherton had been so alaarmed 
at the public house in the Minories* 
'' Bless me Mr. Martin^ is it you >'' 
Atherton found (hat he could not carry on 
the deception successfully with Mr. Yemon, 
and he pleaded guilty to the charge*of identity. 
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^^ Yoakft us very abropdy at Vernon Park,** 
89&iMi. Venum, <' yon have lieard of eoturse 
of the melancboly event that fattflf taken place 
ainee that time ?^ 

<< I have Sir,'* r^Oied Atherton trembling 
while he spoke. 

^' And yom know alBb, I presome, that an 
individual who once had the honor of your ac-^ 
quaintance is implicated in the dreadful trans-*- 
action r* 

*^ From that individual, answered Atherton, 
^*I have received injuries which perhaps 
neither he nor any other human being can 
countervail .^You are astonished to see me in 
this disguise. You wo«dd be more astonished, 
could I feel myself at liberty to tell you my 
history. But unfortunately I have no other 
voucher for my veracity dian my own word.^ 

" The time was," said Mr. Vernon, ^* that 
I could take it,^ 

f2 
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^^ The time wflTbe I trast, when, yoa can and 
must take it again. I am driven to disguise 
my outwafd appeivanee because I cannot let 
the world see my heart ; for the world is wel- 
come to every thought and every recollection 
that is there.'' 

Mr. Veriien could not imagine that he was 
talking to a murderer or even to the companion 
of a mdrderer. His opinions of the young man 
had always been honorable to him ; and even 
now that there was something mysterious in 
the circumstance of the disguise^ that mystery 
did not impress Mr. Vernon unfavouraUy, but 
it troubled and puzzled him, and when a man 
of penetration, who is rather proud of his 
penetration, is puzzled, he is not pleased. He 
parted from Atherton without pursuing his 
enquiries, so as to afford any idea of sus- 
picion. 

With a heavy heart, not tmbitfdened of 
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lender thoughts of her, whom he had first and 
only loved, Atherton now returned to his mi- 
serable lodgings. He bad been at the meeting 
with Mr. Vernon somewhat disturbed, know^ 
ingthe horrid suspicion which bad been ex- 
cited ; but when he parted from that gentleman, 
probably, for the last time, be thought afresh of 
all his. past ambitions and pleasing hopes, and 
he was glad of the prospect of a melancholy 
/lolitude^ wherein he might indulge bis des^ 
pairing thoughts. 

But in his lodgings, instead, of solitude, he 
found the p(k>r distracted and miserable woman, 
who had greeted him so unwelcomely.at his 
first arrival in England, and who. had erro- 
neously claimed him as her son. Being him- 
self now melancholy, the sight of a dejected 
and heart-broken creature was not so unwel- 
come to him. And, as since he had taken 
Nicholson's report of the poor woman's state 
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of n^iaA, he had fr»m faiei own seiiMS had tef^ 
•timoBy of the man's lack of int^^rity, hie was 
disposed to Usten widt more attentioa to what 
the woman might bsLve to say. 

<< Oh, Sir/' she exdaimed^ '' will you hear 
me, will you hear me ? I am not maul — I wish 
I were that I might udt feel the wdg^ of 
sorrow that presses upon my heart.^' As Ae 
^poke, she stood ii| an attitude of suppUeaticm^ 
-almost kneeling, her hands daisied iogether, 
and her pale cheeks covered witk tem*s. 
' ^^ Sit down, good woman,'' sab! Ath^rton, 
^^ sit down, I will hear you, tod patienfly too^** 

<^ Ywk do not know me pOThlaps,'' said she, 
•^ but I once by mistake addressed you.«^'' 

- ^ I recollect it perfectly well>'' said Atitor^ 
ton. 

- « But you are so altered I should not hare 
-known you i^n^ but from your likeness to, 
my muirdered ehild-^^ 
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' 3^bMag and diffbt bys^erip ^Im^ tetpr-* 
rupt^ Jwr>- and AtliQiiQ¥« ift wb^^P ^ar tli^ 
word " m«rd#r'' bftd b#w riiiging almost to 
m$^diif3«, loudly apd pfluwfapftt^eJy ^pbo^ bdiv 
ss^ytaif "Murd^f^^Aildl** > 

. <^ Ay,'* replied sb^ ^Ub ft* fswdd«»ly .ftsfumed 
Apd dtoi99t fnirft^olppf 09bPW99-^^' i^od moi^- 
^^d by bia^ir» &tber." 
; A(bert(Vii9ow«ftwtbf> tmtbMon^. Fifoqi 
$bf ^^wfemon wWrfi Jlftcbrfsow bud made to 
him^ a^d fix>i|| yartoasr oUifr ejiepmBtancisf , ijt 
was now tAm^^ tbat tbifr Wiomau wa# tb^ wif^ 
4^ Miyor Martie, wd wotb^r ^f tb# yo«ng 
mw wbom Nipb^a<^ ^<1 itbe M^jar bad naurr 
deredf And wben 3be namted tp bim tiios^ 
portitMbir^ of bar b«9tQry wbicb $be bad pror 
▼iou$ly given to Nicbol^oQ^ aU the mystery 
was solved* and it was el^ur to AtbertQH bow 
imd wby he bad been deprived of bis Iiptb** 
right. But it did not app^^ tp Ism »ow bpw 
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his claim was to be established^ or by what 
evidence he could prore himself to be the son 
of Sir Edward Vernon, and even for that 
chance, had there been a chance, he did not 
care to run the risk of being tried for murder. 

^* You speak positively,'' said he to Mrs. 
Martin, <^ of your husband being concerned in 
this dreadful business ; but what proof have 
you of it. It does not appear by the papers 
that he is suspected or accused of it. On the 
contrary it seems that I am the person con- 
sidered as Nicholson's accomplice.'* 

^^ Yes, Sir, I know that such reports have 
been circulated ; but I know, that they have 
their origin with this wieked man. I know it 
as well as if he had told me himself and better 
too, for he never told me a word of truth in 
his hfe. You were the person whom he would 
have murdered. He has by some means or 
other gained an influence over the mind of 
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Nicholson and he can move him like a pnppet. 
The deliberate and heartless wickedness of 
Major Martin ia beyond all imagination or de- 
scription. It was in consequence of that re* 
port that I endeavoored to find yon out ; be« 
cause I knew that you were in London at the 
Tery time that the murder was committed.'^ 

" You knew it ?'^ said Atherton. ^* How 
so V 

*' I saw you, Sir, with my own eyes, and 
another person saw you at the same time^ we 
could not both of us be mistaken. I would 
haye spoken to you, but I did not dare to take 
such a liberty, for I knew what Mr. Nicholson 
had said, and I supposed that you would have 
taken it for granted that I was out of my mind, 
and knew not what I was talking aboiit.^' 

^^ But where did you nee meV*^ asked 
Atherton. 

^^ I saw you at the door of this house ; and 
F & 



Digitized by 



Google 



106 ATHEETON. 

the mail dtat kept di« house was speaking to 
you/* 

- There was sooie 4»iisolatioo in this intelH* 
gence, for it was eBough to convince faim thai 
there was pioo^ of an altid if seeded. But 
there was jet another point and for Uiat there 
seemed not any remedy in the testim^y which 
Mrs. Martin coinldgive, and that was, the proofs 
that Atherton was really the son of Sir Edward 
Vernon. 

^ ^^ It is impossible for me Sir to afibrd any 
{>roof of that, though I have no doubt of it^ 
nor can you yourself after all that has taken 
:plBcey Atherton did not from any thing that 
otranspired at this interview feel shaken in his 
resolution of quitting the kingdom* His ab«- 
horrenoAof the cool brutality of Majpr M^iin 
was. now more powerfully excited tl^n ever^ 
after liearing the story of this poor woman. 
*' I wish,'* said he to her, •* that it were at all 
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in my power to coatribate to aUeTiaie your 
sorrows* I see no reUef £air you bat in tb^ 
jgprave. Yon are and always must be haunted 
with dreadful recollections.'' 

*' Ky'' said Mrs. Martin, '' I could but Ujp 
seen Ube remains of my poor child hafixre they 
are consigned to the grare **-*'' 

^^ Seethe body of your murdered son!'' M- 
claimed AtherUm, who could not imagine bow 
there could be any affection to raise such a 
wish, GT^ if there were remaining in her bosom 
any maternal affection, how there could be 
-sufficient calmness to bear ibe sight. But 
Atherton who, though he had experienced some 
vicissitudes and had undergone some troubles, 
did not know, and could not enter into, the 
feelings«of a mind which had for igsore than 
half its mortal existence been steeped in misery 
and disciplined in deep distress* There arc 
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iBstny trials toi^irhich human nature in its earlier 
days are subject which being deeply felt are 
passionately expressed, but the afflictions of 
early life which from the nature and constitu- 
tion of our being have hope in the distance 
however undefined, differ widely in their in- 
fluence on the soul from those more tedious, 
lengthened and hopeless trials,which, cleaving 
to the life through the mass of its being, leave 
no room for hope but in the colourless coldness 
of the grave. The tears of childhood are pas- 
sionate and bright, the sorrows of early youth 
afford lessons of wisdom, and are as clouds of 
the morning to give grace and beauty to the 
bursting glories of a beautiful day, but when 
grief, reflection, experience and hopeless dis^ 
appointment lie with their full weight on the 
bending frame of premature age, they produce 
etkcU and excite feelings, of which young 
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joy or young sorrow can form no concep* 
tion. 

Atfaerton pitied the agony of spirit which 
produced and excited such a wish. " You 
shall be gratified in your wish so far as I can 
contribute to it. I believe I have it in my 
power to accommodate you with the means of 
a journey into Yorkshire, if it be not too late 
for the object you have in view.'^ 

^^ By the time that I can arrive there,^ said 
she, it will not be more than ten days from his 
death.** 

Atherton wondering at the singularity and 
strangeness of the poor woman*s wish furnished 
her with money to take her to Yorkshire, and 
himself, making the hastiest and scantiest 
preparations embarked for Madras. And now 
he was in the painful solitude of his thoughts 
bidding adieu to all his old friends and to all 
his English interests and was directing' the 
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•QiTfiiitiof bis thung^te wd uitic]pa$ioiip;i«to 
an entirely new channel. 

Bat soon was ke dj^tiaed to expemncse .an 
iUuBttation of the trnth thyat werjfem of i]ie 
movenMots of a mani'B Ufe are in hia own 
power. He had indeed alroadyseonalMmdance 
of duniges, avd had heen ntneh th# 8p<»rt <)f 
circnaistam^ai, and like all olher peraons in 
8ueh condition^ he waa frequently in hopes ithat 
his to^s and too«Mes woidd soon come t^ an 
^id^ and that.tb<Nigh the eurrent of his life 
had hitherto been disturbed by storms aoidagl^ 
lated by wavea, the nemaiiideT w^d be ea4iD, 
smooth and pr^speroiiiis. He was however In 
^8 hope diaappeintod ; for he had not bee^ 
longon boasd when he was gre^d by tb^ 
sailor siranger whom he bad see« jat the pnbtie 
house in the Mlames. ^^ Oho my hearty ; 
what, do you jflunk we are to have the pleasure 
fof your company to Mitdras ?--N0^ noj yan 
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irill be too heaTj a comttiodity for us, to we 
liad better ^t rid of you now tbaa hesre yon 
urerboard in the channel/' 

*^ What do you mean ?*' exclaimed Athes- 
ion. 

<< What do I mean ?— Mr« Alias with the 
aquiline nose I — ^Why I mean that there are 
some gentlemen on deck who would be yery 
glad to hare a little conyersation with you 
about the pretty story that I read you in the 
newspaper when I did you the honour to 
drink a little punch at your ezpence. Come 
my lad turn out I knew you as soon as I set 
eyes upon you.^' 

There was no room for resistance, or ex* 
postulation, or denial; he was recognized or at 
least supposed to be recognized as the ipdi-, 
Yidnal described in the adyertisement He 
suffered himself therefore to be led on deck^ 
where, with several persons whom he had 
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never seen before^ he to his great astonish- 
ment beheld Nicholson's busy and consequent 
tial clerk, ><rho immediately exclaimed/^ That's 
the gentleman.'^ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



It will b^ now necessary to go back to that 
part of the narratiye wbere Nicholson, as has 
been mentioned, fled from the furj of his en^ 
raged accomplice. . The terror stricken lawyer 
ran as fast and as far as his legs could carry 
him, not knowing whither he went, for he was 
a total stranger to the country. Towards day 
break he found himself near a town. He sat 
down by a stone wall with which the fields 
were fenced; and endeavoured to rally his 
thoughts; — but he had no power of consecu* 
tive thinking, and his very fox-like cunning bad 



Digitized by 



Google 



114 ^T«SItTON« 

forsaken him. For awhile be felt, as he after- 
wards acknowledged, as thongh he had ab- 
solutely and by his own hand murdered bis 
friend Atherton; and notwithstanding every 
effort that he made he found himself totally 
incompetent to recall distinctly 4hc events of 
the past night. 

The appearance of a person, dressed as Ni-» 
cholson w«s,. flitting by th^ vo%d #id«,'liitfuiidly 
^ewited lybe ^fxU^tf of kbMri^g fWfh pnw^ 
iog to their j9ormi^siv<ii^ Their att^ntia^ 
and tb^ remarks iire^ently towoA bjoi fra«i 
bis reyepO) and dtopgh Ibey tbongbt that b^ 
was only laboiunug under the efifeets oi ft- 
boistarons a^d late uatemp^rauee, be i«iagiiie4 
that tbey ww guilt and remorse in bis cM*e 
worn features. And «o much was be off his 
guard that he was indiscreet enough to avow 
that he did n^t know where be was, by asking 
the name of the town wbid» lay bei<xre bimi or 
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mlher bdow him fS»r he was on an eminence 
from whieh he could look down upon the 
4own. 

• ^^ Why Halifax to be smre,** was the answer, 
^^ and yon's wbere th^ used to bdiead the 
^eriminals,*' said his iafmrmant pointing to ^ 
spot not many paces from the place where they 
'vi^re standing and where in Ibiner days an 
apparatus of decapttation not much imlike a 
4gniHotine had stood, the terror of rogues. 

^ The poor gentleman is hardly sober yet,** 
«d4 the men to one another. . Andtrue ^ough 
J^i<^son s^g^red and tottered like adrui4^^ 
man, and gased with an uodirected eye wh^ 
-mentioo was made of the place of executing 
oriminalst 

His faintnesa at lengA reminding him that 
lie needed rest and food, he descended the hill 
into the town and entered one of the humbles* 
public bouses be could see*. . And whep }m 
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recollectioii retumed, as it did gradually .and 
but imperfectly^ he bethought himself that the 
rumour of the murder might reach Halifiuc 
before he should have left it. But miserable 
was his mortifioatiou when he found that no 
public conveyance or other wheeled conTenir 
ence could be had to carry him towards the 
metropolis «ha*e alone he thought it posiB^e 
that he might be able to hide his guily head. 

Now came upon him stronger thuiever the 
sickness of fear and the nervous agitations of 
an unquiet spirit* He sat hour after himr piuv 
poteless and tremUing, brooding over the. ini- 
extricable helplessness of his ccmdition ; and 
the day wore away apace. The landlord of the 
public house, for his own sake as w^ll as for 
that of his guest reminded Nicholson, that he 
might have dinner when he pleased. The word 
choked the criminal. The disorder of his spirit 
was manifipst and. the landlord feared he was 
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erased. Finding that there was no conyeyance 
to be bad, but at a most incosiTenient expence 
uid a most annoying pubUcitj he meditated at 
dosk to depart on foot from Halifax and find 
his way as well as he might towards Manches- 
ter, where in a large and busy town he might 
be better concealed, and from whence he might 
be conveyed to London. Haying some purpose 
was a momentary relief to him, though but 
momentary : for towards evening the rumour 
of the Wakefield murder had reached Hdlifax ; 
tar the pedlar, as above narrated had made the 
discovery of the murder soon after its com- 
mission. 

When the landlord came into the room, 
where Nicholson was sitting and informed him 
of the dreadful discovery which had been made 
of thebodyof amurdered man in theShepherd's 
glen near Wakefield the intelligence overse 
him entirely. He betrayed in an instant mos^ 
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ttneqiiivt>cal Symptoms of gciiTt, insomach t&AV 
the man of the house thodght hims^ but 
Justified in taking' acthre notice of it, and when 
a constable or two came Into the room in atU 
the arrogance of <^te^ it is said that flie sight 
was absolutely distressing; for the agonies of 
fi^ar seized hold of the cttlprit and be AreW' 
himself on l^s kncfes, crying like a child, aiid* 
exdaimittg^'^ Oh spare me, spare me!— Ifi* 
deed I did not do it-^-Oh let me confess, let' 
me confess— I will tdl all— -I will— Oh i^are' 
me»'* And he was in the hands ef the 
offi^er» passive and helpless as ane^ bom' 
infant. 

By the rumour, which was presently spread 
llirough the town and by the audible mes and 
Jrassibnate exclaomtions of Nicholson a crowd' 
wa« presently collected about the door, througb 
which with some difficulty the officers fdrced 
their way lea^ng their prisoner amidst tiie 
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of Aenegtem tiiagistr«l6r 

Dofore the magistrate a similar scone took 
^ce, and so mueh coiifiifiloa tras Aere ia the 
haste and terror of Nieholson's ready confess 
si<m that it tras almost im|K>srihle to take any 
depositions. The magistrate was of opinion^ 
that the poor man was out of his mind. Bat 
when a little order was restored and a few 
questions were asked and distinctly answered, 
it appeared manifest, that Nicholsonr^ally did 
know something of die matter and that lie 
might be if not guilty the means of deteetinif 
the guihy one and he was accordingly remanded 
for ft;rther examination. 

Mi^or Martin as soon as he found himself 
deserted by Nicholson, and left alone tobury 
the body of his murdered boy^ ielt a tremoii 
such as he hnd never felt before, andwas^almost 
offended with himself, that the firmness and 
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heardessness of which he bad been so proud 
were now deserting him. He managed how- 
ever, though bat imperfectly, as the result 
shewed) to cover the body of his, victim with 
the loose sand. He neglected also to remove 
the letter, which the young man had held in 
his dying hand. So that be left manifest proofs 
that his presence of mind had forsaken him. 

Where he had concealed himself during the 
interval is not known, but shortly after Nichol- 
son had surrendered himself, he received ^a 
message that a legal friend had voluntarily 
comeforward to assist him. Nicholson who was 
nearly frightened to death was passive to all 
that was proposed, and made no hesitation at 
receiving the visits of his unknown 1^^ ad- 
Tiser. The gentleman thus announced seemed 
shy of speaking in the presence of a third 
person, and not till the person who had intro- 
duced him was probably out of hearing did he 
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cemtioasly discover himself to the astmished 
lawyer. 

Then came another fit of coward fear upon 
the pusillanimous accomplice, and he would 
have shrieked with terror as at the sight of a 
phantom, had not the Major exerted himself to 
command the terrified man into silence and 
calm endurancew 

** And so/' said the Major, "you think to 
save your life by turning king^s evidence? 
And is your oral testimony to convict me^ 
when your written testimony goes to prove aa 
alibil 

«< Ah !^ said Nicholson, '' what the letter ! 
—Did you leave the letter ?•* 

^*I ^d,** replied the Major, by accident; 

but *tis well for me that I did so. Now 'tis you 

that are in my power, not I in your^s. You 

have knowledge enough of the world Mr. Ni« 

cholson^ito know that when a murder has been 
TOL. ill. o 
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commiUed the public will Imve a rictim ; ami 
you know enough of evidence to be conviiited^ 
that the teittifliony of an a^eompliea has in6re 
fblroe when there is corroboratire evidenee,. 
than when the testimony stands alone upon its 
own merit.-^Now have yon a mind to save 
your own neck 1^ 

^^ Oh Major Martin^ you know that J am not 
guiUy^** 

Nicholson was proceeding to speak loudly 
and impassioaately, but tbe Major stopped his 
mouth with his band and said, '^ FoKrf,be s^l 
—listen to me.*'' 

. JNicholson trembled and looked all snbmis^ 
sion. The Msgor proceeded — ** I hare been 
admitted to yo^ as your legal adTiser, an ac- 
quaintance of yours I pass for, and my name it 
known as Thompson. There is no CTideoce 
against us except the letter which is something 
' against ^ou, and your silly exploit of rMuUing 
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^ibottt tlie wm^brj Uke a mad dc^. Nobody 
l^^>ws of ycmr acqnamlmiee with me, bat your 
intimMgrvith Frmdc itwdlbiow«w And at 
Wf eoi)Id not get rid of him by our basda we 
pust try wbtyt tbe law will do for us.'* 

^^ No^ no Major Martin«^yoa cannot pro^ 
pose to me sneb a scandalous deiriee-^I would 
ratber die a thousand tinms.^ 

^^Die a thoucAnd times!— *You would be 
Hfraid to die once.-^! tdl yon in a wcnrd if you 
4f> not tOQsent this instant to imj^ici^ Fraric 
in tbe murder, you are a dead man. Think for 
a moment — ^Will you hare your i^eleton-in an 
iron fipame swinging to the winds in Shepberd^s 

'^ But how can I aeojuse him, how can I 
turfaig Idbe charge a^nst him } May not be 
prove an iUibi 1 And then if I fail—*'' 

*^ Come, cmne no more : — give me your con- 
fessiim. My scheme of getting possession of 
G 2 
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the Vernon property is gone by ; now I thnvt 
make the best of things as they are. The letter 
may be the means • of bringing Sir Edward 
Vernon to the knowledge of the cheat I hare 
pntnponhim; bnt there is no proo^that all 
remains with me, and shall to the last. 
. Nicholson, at length, by the multiplied in- 
fluence of his fears for himsdf and his dread of 
Maj6r Martin, toge&er withHIie* consideration 
that Frank, by Ms recent ccmeeakneiit, intghS 
not be toy well uhlt to prove an oMi^ was 
bronght .to. consent to this last and loti^elrt 
degradation of himstit inbis 4>wn eyes^ And 
in consequence of this oonseat the advertii^ 
ment appeared, on which Frankw as tidien np^ 
and by which, he wasultimatdy brong^idoWa 
into Yorkshire fot ftnther examtnation: Iry the 
local magistrates. • > v; 
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CHAPTER IX. ' 



WhbK Atherton fonad himself ia tke 
iDtiitodjof tifficenof jiutiee on therevoltiiig 
diaripecrf, murder^ thougli he could ncNt think 
it poodUe^ thai anj thing serians could re«uU 
from it, 7#t the impresBioa on ht« mii^d vms 
painful and distreaaing. He was At aU events 
under the neceaai^ of pleading guilty to an 
nitimaey with IliHobolaon, a man^ whoBe c|ia«- 
faetet had n^evei^ stood very high* and frbo bad 
latterly from yarions causes, of which Atlierton 
was not distinctly aware, sunk low6f in Ae 
estimation of all reputahle people. 
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The magistrate, before whom Atherton was 
brought to hear the deposition made by Ni* 
eholson, was named Wentworth, a gentleman 
of the highest respeetability not only from the 
extent of his property bat on aeconnt of the 
urbanity of his manners, the soundness of his 
' understanding and the beneficent usefulness of 
his active live. While Frank was on his visit 
at Vernon Park he had frequently ei^oytd the 
pleasure of Mr. Weiitw6rtk*s company, and 
lliey hiA convened on inony topics^ and Ifir^ 
Wentworlhbadex^essadhimsdf mntii idea9« 
ed with fke good sense, and good fitolfng whidi 
were so deddedlymankbst In all that the young 
wan said* Nor was there way Individual, save 
Sir Edward Vem<A himself]; wbp bed SQ inueh 
contribdted, as Mr. Yf entworib ba^, to gtve 
Frank a confidence in, and a Respect for him-^ 
sdf. It was a paidfill meeting t6 both the 
magistrate ^nd the accused, thfrt recollecting 
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that their last interview was at Sir Edward 
Vernon^s table and tbat their last conversation 
was an animated political discussion on terms 
of intellectual and civil equality, but that now a 
great and impassable gi(lph seemed fixed be- 
tween them. And when Frank was announced 
as " the prisoner/' a thrill of horror pervaded 
his whole frame, and in spite of himself, of his 
innocence, of his constitutional and his eol- 
letted fortitude he felt humbled. He could not 
r^dily bring himself to let his eyes meet those 
<^( Mr. Wentworth ; but the merciful voice of 
the considerate magistrate, who seemed to 
«h^sh in his heart the maxiiil of the law^wMch 
considers every man innocent till he is proved 
guilty, recadted Jthe confidence of the accused, 
and Frank with qnitering lips tad tealful eyei^ 
made his obeisane^ 

In a low and a slightly interrogative tone 
4be magistrate said ^^ Your natiie— *' 
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^' My name ?^ replied Frank gathering 
courage as hesfioke , it has been my misfor- 
tune, Sir, to bear many names. In my earlier 
days I bore the name of Atherton and wa« 
taught to consider it not my own. An act <^ 
Tiolence and treachery then forced upon me 
the name of Watkins. Self defence induced, 
ine to assume the name of Jackson, and at hat 
a system of almost indescribable TiUainy^whiiifh 
Jhas its dimax in this acctisatioui gave np^ th^ 
name of Martin.*' 

'^ But by what name am I. now tp address 
you?*' 

''By the «ame of Atherton, sir, if yo^ 
please.** 

^' I take it for granted, that you are aware of 
the charge thut has been made against you.** 

'^ Perfectly. And I am astonished beyond 
measure at the in£Eituation of the poor , deluded 
man who^has made th^ ch^rg^ I hope that 
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yoa will not on such testimony for a moment 
saspect me to be guilty of such a crime/' 

^ A jary of your countrymen will acquit you 
of the charge, even should I be compelled in 
the painful discbarge of my duty to commit 
you.'* 

*^ A juryi Sir,*^ replied Atberton with great 
feeling, ^^ may acquit me of the charge, but 
when will my memory acquit me of the hu- 
miliation of the trial ?'* 

^^ I must be guided altogether by what ap» 
pears,'* replied Mn Wentworth, ** and not by 
my feelings or my wishes. I am concerned 
that you should, if innocent, har^ ever been 
placed in circumstances, that should lead to 
such a charge as this." 

Atberton shook his bead and replied, ^^ Even 

that. Sir, was rather my misfortune than my 

fault. If I hare done wrong it has been by 

j^aus of a credulous mind, rather than of a 

« 5 
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perrerse ivilL I hare not liad it in my powet 
to choose my society.** 

The above talk was in a low voice on either 
iside, as if b6th magistrate and prisoner were 
anxious to keep, fitom the pnbfic a very distinct 
report of what passed between them. ' After 
an interval of an embarrassing natare td both 
parlies^ Atherton said, ^* Is it in my power ta 
i3emandy or in yours to grant, a private 
hearing ?** 

^^ It is in my power to grant it, if I think it 
may be conducive to the ends of justice.'^ 

^* Then, Sr,^ answered the accased, ** I can 
assure youy if you will take the assurance of a 
person in my situation, that it will be highly 
conducive to the ends of j^nstice. In three 
minutes I could convince you that it will.'' 

The ma^strate seemed glad of the oppor- 
tunity thus aflTorded him of entering hito a 
private examination without compromising hi& 
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character for impltrtiality. And to the people 
in the room, wlu>«werethi8 neighbonrs and de- 
pendents, he expressed it as his particular de- 
sire that nothing should be mentioned, that 
had passed in the short interriew. 

Mr. Wentworth then leading Atherton into 
another apartment gave express orders not to 
be interrupted. Loeking the door he desired 
the accused to dbe seated ; and then laying 
aride the air and aspect of the magistrate he 
said, ^^ Unless I have been very much deceived 
indeed, I certainly am not addressing a cri* 
minal. But this variety of name is exceedingly 
{perplexing. Perhaps you can explain it.'^ 

^^ If you can patiently listen to a long i^tory^'* 
xeplied Atherton, ^^ I can explain it to you 
very satisfactorily.^' 

^V It will be ^y duty to Ksten not only pa« 
tiei^y, but attentively, to all that you may 
have to state, and the more it tends to your 
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me. Bat if you be really ioBocettt of tbe 
4sharge, yeu amy not coDJe^nre in what maaner 
it is brought againat you.'' 

Mr« Wentworth th^i read to htm the depo* 
sition of Nichol»>n, which slated in substance^ 
that Atfterton, having had some suspicion of 
the injustice of Major Martin's daiai, bad fre* 
^ttitlyiimpof tuned Nioholsbn on the snbjeek 
That NichdsoOy having had a ^sagreemait 
vatii Miyor Martin, resol^^ed ta let Atha^ton 
into the secret. That^ for this pnnpose he, 
Hicbolson, had written to Atherton, who had 
thereupon withdrawn himself from Vernon 
Park, and had concealed himsell from Major 
M^tin. But as this first communication had 
noi been sufficiently explltit^ Nichdson went 
down to Wakefield for the purpose of com- 
pimicating more particularly with Atherton^ 
i¥bQ waaconcealedin thi^nfflghbourfaood^ and 
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iknt he sent him the letter wluch was fbimcl 
with the murdered maQ« That thedeeeaeed 
haviiig knowledf e, bj some means or otber> 
that Niebolson and Atberton were to meet at 
midnight in the shepherd's glen, came there 
also. That seeing him approach, Atherton> 
who had some previous pique against him, 
proposed that if he were troublesome they 
should despatch him. That the deceased, who 
was a powerful man, wrested the letter out of 
Athevifcon's hand, and that Atberton stabbed 
him, and afterwards buried him with Nichol- 
son's asristance, and that Nich<4s<m, hearing 
of Uie discovery of die murder, felt himself 
imperiously and irresistibly driven to confess 
the part which he had taken in the transaction. 
*' Fortunately,'' replied Atberton, ^^ I can 
have testimony that I was in London at the 
time that this murder, was committed. Bat 
there will be no occasion, I hope, to have re^ 
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€OUrne to that eTidenee. The first letter which 
I received from Nicboleon, or raAher die^uily 
one^ for the oA^ aHaded to I never eaw, I 
will now shew jon^ and with it give you ai^ 
ekplanatton of it^ and its occasion." 

Atbertott tiien diewed Mr. Wentwortb tite 
letter,whieh Nicholson had written oonoerning 
the pretended accusation of ahighway robhery 
connected with the fifty pound note won from 
4he Mm^desfield grazier. And giving the 
worthy magistrate a narrative of Me adven- 
tures from the period of hia leaving Mr. 
9ryattli, he condaded by sayings ^ And now^ 
Sir, though I have not of course any evidence 
to shew that would convinee a jury , yet I have 
not the slightest hesitation in saying to you^ 
that I bdieve this Mi((or Martin to ^be the 
murderer. He has mistaken hia vletiila, and 
has murdered his own son.-^Yes^ you diiKlder 
^and look incredulouriy at me~!^ 
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Atherton was proce^ng, bot Ivas e^edced 
by a cliange in tbe magistrate^is conntenancie 
indicative of a sodden thougbt oecurring to bis 
Hiind. 

*^ Wbat kind of a person is tbis Majw 
Martin? Clin you deseribe bim to me?'' 
asked Mr. Wentwortb. 

Atberton described bim folly and particn- 
lariy. Mr. Wentwortb listened uritb tbe pro- 
ibundest attention, wicb a In^eatbless and agi- 
loted silence. Wben tbe description was ft- 
nisbed, tbe wortby magistrate bastily rose up 
and said, ^^ I tbink I see it.<— -One word more. 
Hate yon any knowledge of any legal Mend of 
tbe prisoner Nicbolson, wbo is likely to be 
assisting bim in tbis emergency V*^ 

«^ I have not.'' 

^ It occurs to me from wbat yon bave said 
oirtbe reckless character of Major Martin, that 
it is not impossible that be may be the person 
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now aetiag as legal adviser to the prisoner 
NkdiolscHi. If so there will be a solution of 
the whole difficult* The keeper of the gaol 
has observed to me that there is something 
exceedinglj saspicious and mysterious about 
the man.— ^At all events I must remand you 
for farther examination ; and you shall be put 
in an apartment where you may see any one 
going into or coming out of the part of the 
prison, where Nicholson is confined ; and if 
you see this Major Martin let me know, and 
steps shall immediately be taken to wateh him 
closely.— My situation,'^ continued Mr. Went- 
worth after a little pause, ^^ is one of great 
difficulty. J am acting now towards you on 
the strength of moral evidence, whereas my 
duty is to be guided only by legal evidence. I 
cannot refuse lo receive these depositions, 
though I strongly suspect them to be false.^ 
Atberton was remoAded accordingly, and 
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foiled in the unexpected comfortf and aocom- 
modations of his place of confinement, the be* 
nefidal effects of a letta from the magistrate 
to the keeper of the gaoL 
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CHAPTER X. 



NoTWiTHSTAKBiNO all the fare wbiob Mr. 
Wentworth took to keep from the paUic ear 
the luief publie intenriew betweea hiowelf ai^ 
AUiertoD, mod notwithstanding the then com-* 
pan^vely impeifeet state of reporting and 
catering for the newspeperSy all particulars^ 
and more than all, found Uieir vmj into the 
channeb of public iitfonnalton. The whole 
county of York, and Uie whc4e kingclom of 
England, resoonded from one end to the other 
with talk of the horrid and mystenons murder 
of the shepherd's glen. The poor pedlar wba 
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bad diseovored the body made bU forttme by 
tbe boat of interrogators wbo became bis cus* 
tomers for Uie sake of eonyersuig witb tbe man 
wbo bad seen and bandied tbe murdered body * 
and eveify one was eager to porebase some tin 
trinket or otber for tbe sake of saying, that 
^y porcbased it of tbe man, wbo bad dis« 
covered Ibe dreadful mnrder of tbe sbepberd^s 
|^.~No pariie* met fbr festivity at each 
olker^ft houses wiAont talkteg of tbe murdei^, 
M it wits emphatically called, and all 4bc^ 
Wdrld aecm to lookasif they thouf^t that they 
should never talk mr think of «rftbing else as 
Umg. as tb^ slumld Bve.**Newsp8^>^rs w^ra 
thoiq;lrt stark naught if they contained not 
some fireah information, some new discovery, 
some Uograpbical anecdote, ov some personal 
ttcount of dM mnrderer or tbe murdered, or 
flf their respective families, kindred, connect 
tioiis or past pursipts. And as where there 1% 
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a danuuid, tbtee wilt be a B^spgify of • toiM de^ 
scription or odi^, every editor Was eager lo 
oateh at soo^ scrap 4m* other, and so4oiif as il 
related to the topic of the mnsder; wtk net 
▼ery parUcolar as to its^aoeoiMy, kfloirfng 
that, true or fidse, it wdold aneirer die par* 
pose, aod Jbe sore to beread and talked^^b^tt^ 
JPartbennore, all ^'amps, and Tenders of eoags 
and. dying speeches were daily sappUed, rand 
^d da% snpfdy the pnfalie, with ^1, tniejiad 
partitelar acmtmls of the dreadM msdrder^ 
Thus the pnUic knew die whale tn^ JMtt 
knowing so much more than the tmdi, nobody^ 
knew wiuitthe tntth was^ibrit.was nafcin die 
power of 9af discrimhihtor of naxnttive or 
^Hfier af etidenoe to separate tntth itmm 
frlsehood. 

The iD^ropolis had, of coarse, its diam af 
the ramotirs, and its printers, of oonrse, don* 
tribnted to their typographical cirenlaiion; 
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Gmkemlmtait tht^dore from my mdiTidual' 
BOt ahaoliitely deaf and blind, or iammred in 
mnappraachable solitiay confinmn^it, was al<^ 
t a ge&er imposriMe. Bataa the trath cane, 
•nrroiinded with many falsehoods, these false- 
hoods inereased the dStct to those who knew 
nothing of the parties, and greatly diminished 
tt.to those who wareaoqoainted with themi 
Thtts diistened and.overwhelnied with mani* 
foited ohvions inacenraeies, the story found its 
Ifiny to Challottcr Vernon, in spite of dl the 
ewe whieh her father had takmi to keep it 
from her. 

.. it had.beai necessary to let the yoang lady 
know of the death of him who had passed for 
herjconsin, andthe son of Sir Edward Ver^ 
non ; and as is nsnal in all cases of violept 
death tbe first. informadan wIeus that be had 
died suddenly. . Mr* Vernon knew that there 
had been^on the part of 9kr Edward Vernon, 
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a derire ihat Us M^oMd •<« . skould Buory 
Charlottei ftii4< the yaiuig lady^s ^tbcr ab» 
knew that there had been^ on the ^pmtt «f the 
dooea^d, tome approaehea of attestioii qrinpto* 
malSeof a coBMneaeiiig or piupoaed attach* 
nent ; but he fok that on thepart of Chariotte 
there must hare been more than the amvaoottt'* 
ing of indiffiu!eBiDe to feoeire theae attentioiiB 
gratefidly. The deceaae^ merely aa to itafiict^ 
vaa therefore eommnnieated to her^ sot with 
any appreh^ifrioa that it WoiiM paiofidfy) 
pasaioiAtely or deeply afleet hor feelinge, and 
all her emotion was, that die oottld not kato 
loTcd hioK But Mr. YacBoa did not know 
thet there existed any ^taehmait batween Ui 
cb^ughter and Atherton. And indeed tfa^pe 
wjas blended with the love th^ liad for eabh 
other, so great an admixture of admiration 
and esteem, that it nearly coneealod from 
tbemielves th^ tenderer aentiaient i?hich was 
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tbe aool of tM Mmimtioa^ aod the bwia of the 
esteem. Tk&j bad not been oud aiong^ to 
form an fibpcdate engagement^ nor were tbey 
waakt^oogh to sink down into the cbildiab- 
nesK oCimMmate despair^ beomae it 'was dear 
tp Hiem^that under all dreumstanoes sncb an 
mga^nmit cQitfd not be formed, with any 
rea^otnaWe jirospeet of a pro^perons fulfilment/ 

Wh^ boworar. tbese rumours whidi inv* 
plieated Atberton in the charge of the murder^ 
and: wheal the actual adf^lisement which 
gflbred a Jairge reward far his apprehension^ 
1^ when a pan^raph stating, that he was 
ahsolutfiij taluA in attempting to loiake hia 
escape out of the country » — ^when all these 
tibings came to the knowlec^ of Charlotte, 
then the fortitude of her spirit, and the calm^ 
Bess of her pasnon for Atberton' i^core put to 
the trial, and a bitter trial it was« 

Her Istiier who considered that thepapera 
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wottld niUarally be filled up witb all ma«Mr 
of idle reports, and paisfal details wisely kept 
tbem from ber sigbt ; but it was not in his 
power to seal the lips of all who might ap^ 
proaehher. The yoang. lady's own maid had 
however received some caatioa not to be too 
hastily commanicative, and probably intended 
to obey the injunction ; but as it was the 
priviledge of this attendant to discourse m&. ' 
her mistress on the gossip of the iMwspapers, 
and as there was no gossip in the papen tint 
any one could think it worth while to taUr 
about eli:cept the Yorkshire murder, the young 
woman's tongue was ctouBtiminedly^ and awk^ 
wardly silent. The abscence of the usod 
Yolubility was noticed one morning by Miss 
Vernon, and as there was a \wAl of extra<Mr^ 
dinary seriousness, and almost sadness about 
the attendanty Charlotte supposed that pecu*^ 
Har .calamity had befoUen the young wottao> 
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aod site questioiied her to tbat effect; — ^the 
faestkm was answered by a sigb, and a gentle 
au>Teinent of thehead, asking as it appeared 
for faidier interrogation. 

When lyged to be more explicit, sbe burst 
into tears and exclaimed^ *^ Oh, pray don't aric 
toe, pray don't*" 

*^ Child/' replied her mistress, <M must 
incest upon knowing what it is that ails yon.^' 

^ Yon mnst not say U was I that told you> 
bo^ the fact is that — — but I hope it is not 
true -— — but everybody says it is -*— that 
tiiat nice young gentleman, who was heiie, tbat 
Sir Edward was so partial to and who went 
down with you into Yorkshire, is taken up for 
the murder ^' 

<"Tis impossible!'' exclaimed Charlotte, 
and'She was about- to say more, but suddenly 
there came into her mind a recollection of her 
lather's lecent resenredness of manner, and 

YOL. in. H 
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there vras a suspicioB that there was pomethiBg' 
Hiroog. Bat not wiHiBg lo exfoee lier eoMlioB 
to her eenraDty «he desired to see her fislher 
immediately* — Thought is proverbiaiijr qalck, 
and as ilk a few mimites of an imperfect sleep 
the dream of days and weeks may take place, 
so in a few seconds of anuety^ on tfpies of 
giest personal interest^ a host of cm^ieotnres 
and theories may bring together the eeatlafed 
limbs of tlMir eereral and detached evidences 
framing a picture of coh^^ent prohabiUty. So 
was it new in the mind of Charlotte Vemim; 
for in the intwval between the departoce of lier 
mud and Ae arriTal of her father, her mind 
nipidly meditatiiig on what she had heard, and 
hastUy filling up the interstice of iitformation 
by the web of an active imaginaticm, the whole 
mystery seemed to bederdoped in the feet, 
that the deaUi of her snppoaed cousin was by 
¥iolep<^, and the violence was the result <tf A 
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^itftitel, and the maidtf for ivfaick Atiiertoii 
waf Udoea up was 4lie moider of, a dueL*— Tkia 
was patflftd elioagh*-*eii^6n tbt soBittckm of it 

Now Mr. Yemon, who bad beep left a wi^ 
<U^wer, when bis daughter was bnl twelv.e years 
old, had lived with his child on termi^ of the 
dearest confidence and most open hearted 
sineerity, not exercising, nor indeed havitig 
•ecQsion to exercise, anif mothoritative re- 
straint, nor erer' converting the affeetionatenesi 
of gnkUng, into the harslmess and impatience 
of rongh compulsion. Therefore biB danghter 
eonld alwflujrs address bim without fear or sas- 
pitidn. And whicn he came' into her apart- 
ment she t6ok him by the ha&d, and throwing 
an jarm round his nedc she kissed him, and 
vHiile hereyra twinkled wi A coming tears, 
Imd the muscles of her lips were in cooffvlMve 
actiofi, she said, ^^ Father, you bare been 
kmdly endeaTOwring to keep some paii^ 
h2 
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secret from me ;-*aii accident has imperfectly 
revealed it to me. You must let me know the 
whole truth, I can bear any truth better than 
this sad suspense.^ 

'^ I have told you of your cousin's sudden 
death.'' 

** Yes, but not by whose hand he fell.** 

" Not by whose band I" echoed Mr. Ver- 
non rather with a view of gaining time than 
with any intention of deceiving. 

^^ Did be not die a violent, as well as a 
sudden death ?*' asked Charlotte* 

The &ther pressing his child's hand trem-* 
lliugly said, '^ *Tis too true, my dear child, 
'tis too true be did." 

*^ Then," said Charlotte, who saw that her 
father seemed reluctant to proceed to farther 
particulars, ^^ I must pray that you will tell 
me more ; say by whose hand he fell. With 
whom was the quarrel, and f(Mr what ?" — Then 
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lifter a pause^ and with great energy, she 
added— ^' Or for whom? — Tell me — I must 
know if it be death to know it ; for darkness 
invents the most dreadful Wsions.*' 

^^ It will be a painfid task for you to hear, 
and for me to tell you ; — besides everything at 
present is but uncertain rumour.'* 

^^ But I feel myself too deeply interested, 
implicated perhaps, I should «ay, to bear sus* 
pense — Now tell me, my dear father, am I not 
implicated in the cause of the guarrel } Is it 
not that my name is printed in the papers, tbs^ 
you have kept them from my sight ? " 

Mr. Vernon now saw wherein the misapr 
prehension of his daughter lay, and he also 
saw th^t he could not easily remove that mis* 
apprehension without revealing the whol^ 
story, so far as he himself knew it by means 
of the newspapers and his brother^s letters ; 
and finding that his daughter had nerved up 
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k&t spirit 1o bear tbe Barra^e^iAfqvtitadh^ 
wbaiteter it miglit be, he ba8dug;bft bevta«t 
dcmn patiently, and to listen with sadi eooii- 
posure as ^he anight to the melanefadljf nar^ 
mi¥e he had to tell her. Then he aliened 
her the.letteiv whieh he b^ r^oi^d fimii 
Vernon Park, and tbe aeireral paragraplw m 
ihe papers, «|d at length the young lady Waa 
put into poftsessi^m of dl that was then know* 
dT the matter. 

<< And now, my dear eUSd, wiiat ean we 
aay to aU this 1"^ asked Mr. Yemen. ^^ We 
certainly, all of us, had the Mghest opinion of 
this young man ; but ffoM what I hav« seen 
land heard, thei'e is certainly tcnnething 
etrang^y snspidous.<«-^Bnt if be be nojustfy 
taecused^I hope and trast he will be able to 
make hi9 innocence appear at his trial.** 

^< Trial t^ exdaimed Charlotte wift a pas^ 
monate loudness that almost amounted to a 
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«<^fiioi, ^< God ia bia mercy forbid tbat it 
phoidd ^^er come to tbat. — Bat even if it did^^ 
coiftiufted Ae ia a more subdaed tone^f^ it 
wp«Id be io mj power to save bim, if thej 
wonld receive tbe oatb of a passionate and 
ii^art-brokeo> girl^ for I aojsdf saw bim in 
LoDidaa witbin edx boura of tbe tim^ tbat tbi^ 
pwrder was «Edd to be committed in York* 

^* ^ud did you speak to bim V^ 
, " No, ooK be %o me^'' 
. ^' Tbiiii you. migbt baye beea mistaken." 

** No, my ikenses migbt deceive me, btit my 
beart could noty and tbat was ready, to burst 
wben J mw tbat be endeavoured to avoid me^ 
aud I proudly lot bim succeed.^' 

^ You speak, my dear, as tbough you loved 
him." 

Afiter a moment's beautifiil and passionate 
aibmee^ sbe glided from tbe cbair on wbicfa 
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abe was sitting, and bending at her &ther^9 
knees in the attitude of a child that is learning 
its prayers from a parent's lips, she said, in a 
tone of solemn and most musical emphasis, 
** Father, I do love him !'• 

Her father was moved even nnto tears, and 
he lifted her from the ground and pressed har 
to his bosom and wept audibly. And he looked 
at her earnestly and interrogatively, but not 
reproachfully, for he loved his daughter with 
such a confiding love, that he eould not con- 
ceive it possible that she could pl^ce her af- 
fections wrongfully. His daughter's lov^ for 
Atherton made Mr. Vernon almost sure that 
he must be innocent. Her father recovering 
his briefly suspended power of speech, merely 
echoed his daughter's words — ^^ Love him ?'' 

'^ Yes, Sir, and love myself the better for 
loving him. I loved him at Madeira for die 
persecution he had suffered, and the equa* 
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nimitj i¥ith wliich he bore it ; I loved him for 
his g^enerous and ingenuous kindness to poor 
Edmund, that he watched every indication of 
his chcmging wishes, and that he conversed 
with him so intelligibly as to reconcile' him to 
his sufferings; — Edmund recollected him to 
the last^ and said but a few hours before his 
death, ^^ I miss my kind companion.^' — I loved 
him for the unfawning gratitude that he shewed 
for the kindness he experienced from my uncle 
-^I loved him when I thought that he had 
perished — I must love him as long as I live. 
I never can believe ill of him, for when I do I 
die.^' 

A long silence followed this passionate de- 
claration ; and father and daughter separated 
for the rest of the morning ; and at dinner they 
met agaiO) and there was added to their party 
their ever acceptable friend Dr. Johnson. 

The topic of their conversation was the me- 
U 6 
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hiiclioly event ^Mch bad brougbt the n^Bfte of 
Vernon so painfblly before tbe p«blic eye* 
Hr. Vernon laforlned I>r. Jobnscm thai Ibe 
wbohl tnitb, as far as it was known to Mj one^ 
was known to Miss Vernon. 

<< You bave done rigbt.'^ said tbe doctor^ 
^ in not eoneealing tbe matter any longer. 
Here ia always a consolation to tbe mind in 
tbe Tery tbougbt of knowing the worsts Aa 
our happiness grows dwB^ when there is no«^ 
thing more toMpOj so does our misery become 
tderable^ wben- tiiere is nothing more to 
fiear.^ 

<< But what a painful thing it is, doctor/' 
said Mr* Vernon^ ^^ that tbe young man you 
recommended to me, and of whom we both 
tbougbt so bighty, slumld be impUeated in tbia 
affimr, and even charged as Ibe actual mur« 
derer.** 

^ Why, Sir, it is g serious charge, but iC he 
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liegailtless, he ean^ no doabt^ proTe his ab* 
V^ice from the scene, and then the charge re« 
eoifar on the head of him who made it*' 

^* .He has certainly kept himself very se-* 
eluded of late," said Mr. Vernon, ^^ he left us 
Ttry abruptly at Vernon Park, and if ha has 
been in London since, he has kept himself 
quite secluded. My dau^ter imagines that 
she has seen him in town.'* 

*^ I mcnre than imagine, I know it,'' replied 
the young lady. 

^' And now you mention tiiis,*' said Dr. 
Johns<ni, ^< I have a confused recollection that 
I also hare seen him." 

<' But I know distinctly that I saw him," 
said Miss Vernon, ^^ and if this c6ni^iracy 
should be cmrried so fSeur as to send him to trial^i 
I myself will go and give my voluntary and not 
unsupported testimony to prove the impos- 
sibility of his guilt." 
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'^ Such voluntary testimcMiy on the part of a 
young lady might create a sensation amcmg^. 
the spectators, but would it make an impres* 
sion on a jury ?'' said Dr. Johnson. ^' If he 
actually was m town at die time that this 
murder is said to have been committed in 
Yorkshire, there must be some individual, and 
in all probability many, whom he can call as 
witnesses to prove the fact. If you saw him in 
liondon, you may be sure that others saw him? 
too ; and then your testimony will be superior 
6US. If however you fiBLucied you saw him,when 
you saw him not, you may give evidenee that 
you saw him in London^ while another may 
give evidence of having seen him in Leicester; 
then your testimony will be ii^^ious to hiin.'^ 

^^ But is it not my duty to give what assist- 
ance is in my power towards repelling an 
unjust accusation ?'^ 

"It is your duty, young lady,'' replied the 
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doetor, *^ to contribute to the cause of justice 
undoubtedly, but it is also as undoubtedly your 
duty to obey the dictates of judgment. I honor 
your zeal in the cause of the unjustly accused, 
and I honour it so much, that I would do all 
in my power to regulate and restrain your zeal 
from injuring whom it would serve. Mr. 
Vernon,*' continued the doctor addressing 
himself to the young lady's father, ^^ I hi&ve 
be^i considering the proposal you made to me, 
and I am ready to accompany you and the 
young iady to Vernon Park.*' 

The doctor shortly after this announcement 
took his leave to prepare for his journey ; and 
Charlotte, who found that her father had ar- 
ranged this meeting to facilitate the purposes 
of jttstiee, thanked him passionately, affec^ 
tionately and' frequently* 
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CHAPTER XI. 



While dieae things were passing in Lon- 
don, the investigation was proeecding in 
Yorksbire with all diligence and sagacitjE 4m 
the part of those interested dtker in faet of hj 
sympathy. Mafor Martin continued his pro- 
fessional Tisits to Nicholson, and assisted him 
with his mafignabt counsel ; and Nicholi^n, 
who had in a measure recovered tana his first 
paralyzing fright, took the lessoos of „ bis 
almost infernal preceptor with totoraUe rea^ 
diness and docility. But now it becomes evi* 
dent, that the infatuation by which widLcdnesa 
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digs the pit into whieh it falls, bad taken pos- 
session of the mind of the unprincipled and 
heartless Major. Por with a careless boldness^, 
at which Nicholson himself was astonished^ 
the Major talked to him of the murder, and of 
their scheme to ipake Atherton their Tictin^^ 
and he continued his yisits day after day, and 
even setersd times in the course of a day, 
wh^i he might, as the lawyer imagined ^ now 
take adrantagie of the apj^reheniion of Ather* 
toi, and make his escape. Nicholson ven- 
tured to advert to this probable step. 

<* No,'* replied the Major, ^^ let me first see 
that! am safe by the conriction and execution 
of Atherton. When I see him pendent from 
the gallows, I shall be in no apprehension. 
The puMie will hare had a victim, and will 
seek no £irther. But if I were silly enough to 
run away now, I should bi^ invite the dogs ta 
run after me^'^ 
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" Your reasroQ is good," replied Nicholson, 
^^ but there is still a doubt whether there will 
be sufficient evidence to convict him. He is 
not yet committed, and the last time I was ex- 
amined I had a question put to me which I 
could not answer, and I was forced to evade it 
as well as I could ; and I am afraid that I ex- 
cited a suspicion that I was not the accomplice, 
but the principal.^* 

. ^^ How now, simpleton)^' exclaimed the 
Mcyor, ^^ What examination? And what 
question ? Why not let me know, as your 
legal adviser ? — You are foolishly attempting 
to play your own game, and you have neither 
skill nor steadiness enough for it.'' 

** It was not a regular and set examination,^' 
replied the lawyer,, ^^ it was a question too, on 
which I could not consult a professional ad- 
viser—and iadeed it was well that you weire 



Digitized by 



Google 



ATHEETON. l6l 

not present — it might have produced some 
confusion and suspicion/' 

<^ Speak^ speak, be definite,'' cried Major 
Martin* 

Nicholson affected emotion, and probably 
felt it. The Miyor who had of late been ex- 
ceedingly irritable, scowled on him a look of 
contempt and said, ^^ Let us have no panto- 
mime, but tell me plainly what you are driving 
at." 

^^ The dagger ;^^ repUed Nicholson trembling 
as he uttered the word. 

<' Well,'' said the M^or, << and what of 
that?" 

^^ Mr. Wentworth came to me here, and 
asked me if I recollected what became of the 
dagger after the murder was committed. I 
could not tell him, and I felt confused, because 
I thought that some use might be made of the 
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disposal of th«e, either fbr or agatn^ w.~Did 
70a conceal it?*' 

'< Coaceai it!** i^pHed the Major, <^ io be 
sure I did^ and most effectually toow See 
kere!^ Then he opened his waUlcoat) and 
prodseed the stained weapon, which he- had 
hepi caraMfy wrapped up in a hatidkerchiefi 
^ Not a drop of the bloody'* oofltinued he^ 
** has touched oagbt else save Ihia haiuU 
kercMef/' 

<^ Do 70a not act inpradently,*' said* Ni- 
cholson^ ^* in carrying this abont with yott V* ^ 

** No,** replied the other, ^* my name i© ujion 
it. And I keep it in my possession ; for it it 
safer in my oistody than if it were buried ' in 
the sand or drowned in the water. It Is feow 
where do one would think of looking for it^ 
and where no one is likely to Hght Upon it hf 
accident.** 
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^^ Could yon not even now contrive to use it 
as means of evidence against him?" 

** I could/' said the Major doubtingly* 

There wa^ a pause of some minutes; and 
tten the Major continued ; ^* We must con^ 
taiTe means taconaect it with him.«-8ofely it 
mmy be done.— How was thequesthm pal t6 
you ? Tell me, if yon can, the very words of 
yimr answer.^ 

<< Mr. Wentworth asked me if I knew~'' 

<^ Psba^^repeat his actual words/' said the 
MiQcr imp6ti«itly. 

Nicholson attempted it '^ As far a»I can 
teeolieet^ he said^ ^ Do you know what he did 
Vftth the dag^;er after hef had committed the 
imsrder V — I did not answer him immediatdy^ 
tor I admowledge that I trembled at the men% 
tionofit.^' 

*• Good," said the M^jor, " yon played 
pantomime ; or in other words you looked like 
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a fool. But if your memory can bear you out 
to repeat th(e words you used, I should be glad 
to he^ them.'* 

^^ I hesitated for some time,^ rej^ied tb« 
Iftwyer. • . . ; 

^^ Hesitated !'' echoed the Msyor, ^^ you can 
never speak without hesitation. And even 
now you look as if you were meditating a lieJ*; 

^^ Indeed,^ said Nicholson, ^^ I. am not^ 
Bat when the question was put to me a thought 
occurred to me — ^^ 

** Ay ! a thought occured to you!— 1 tell you 
what, Mr. Nichokion, you are one, of those 
awkward and useless creatures that hare not 
modesty enough to submit to be used as in* 
struments, nor wit enough to.act to any good 
purpose as agents. You thought forsooth ! 
And pray what was your thought ?'' . . 

^^ I thought,^^ replied the humiliated man,* 
^* that if you knew where the dagger was^ you 
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mfght use your knowledge as the means of 
oonvicting Atherton : therefore I did not give 
a direct answer, but looked and spoke as if I 
was confased and terrified at the recollection* 
So that I cannot repeat the very words that I 
usedk'* 

While Nicholson was spdaking, the coun^ 
tenance of Major Martin underwent many 
changes, but in them all was the expression 
of fury and contempt. The stained dagger 
was in his hand^ and he clenched it firmly and 
looked at it fiei*cely. Then with his left hand 
he Violently gnlsped Nicholson by the shoul- 
defj and shiiking him down from his seat to a 
kdeeling posture on the ground, to which 
transition of attitude the lawyer's fears assisted 
him, the Major^ with an indiscreet loudness of 
, tone, exclaimed, ^^ Villain, I know you are 
deceiTing me. I had better make short work 
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of it at once: and if I am destined ta'Ae 
gallows I may as well do sDmethiBg worth 
being hanged for.'* 

Nicholson at the sight of the dagger pre* 
sented to his breast, more with the threatening 
of contempt than with any murderous inteiUion^ 
screamed aloud, and before the Major cotid 
silence him, a crash was heard, the door was 
burst Tiolently open, and the Major was a pri-* 
soner. He felt his arms pinioned by the iron 
grasp of men mightier than himsdf* He held 
the dagger still firmly, and when the momen- 
tary shock was over, he endeayoured to turn 
his look round upon them that held him, and 
in that look was revenge, as though he was 
ready to use the stained weapon in his defence ; 
but when by a hasty movement he had con- 
trived to gain sight of one of those that held 
Um, he was struck with a sudden nervdesSf 
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nmSy and dropping the polluted instrument on 
the ground^ he quietly said, ^* Then it is all 
over.'* 

Nicholson rose in a stupor of astonishment^ 
and looking enquiringly on the men in whose 
grasp the Major's strength was weakness, and 
before whose eye the Major's haughtiness 
quailed to the dust, the lawyer thought that 
be bad seen one of them before, and by a little 
effort of recollectioa he called to mind that the 
man had made his appearance as waiter at the 
pjobUo house where they had supped the Jiight 
previous to the murder. He imagined also 
^bat he bad seen both of them elsewhere, but 
could not distinctly call to mind, when and 
1?b€>re^ 
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CHAPTER Xlt. 



Mr. Vernon's party consistiDg of Doctoi' 
Johnson, Miss Vernon and her &ther arrived 
after a rapid and eventless journey at Vernon 
Park ; and they found that though joy is citeh 
a pleasant and powerful ingredient in a wel-^ 
come, yet sdrrow sometimes prompts as gjmA 
a Cordiality of reception. 

*^ This is kind of you brother to come and 
see a broken hearted man. And my good Dr. 
Johnson, to what fortunate accident am I 
indebted for the pleasure and honour of a visit 
from you?'' 
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*^ To the d:ccideiit of inCention/' replied the 
doictor^ ^^ I love my friendi best, when they 
best ]ore me, and they best lore me when I 
am ready to sympathize with their sorrows, or 
to assist them in their perplexities.'^ 

^' Alas, Sir^'' replied the worthy baronet, 
** sympathy is all the consolation I can now 
recdre. I am suffering now for the sins of 
my yonth, or to call them by the mildest name^ 
my follies." 

*' Call them by the harsher name,'* replied 
the doctor, '^ repentance will then go deeper, 
and perform its healing office moilt effectually. 
But I tome not as your confei^sor, or as the 
director of your penance. I would willingly 
assist you in ought that is good." 

«< Would that I knew," replied Sir Edward 
Vomou, *^ what assistance to ask. Tkne, 
perhaps, may develop the painful mystery that 
surrounds me, or, for ought I can see to the 

VOIi. III. I 
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tpo j<W8f P^^ V^^ ^^^ Know whether tba 

« But we are oqiimi, Sir,*' wi tjie 4ootpf> 
^^* ta bijiiig* ^ probabki tfstfanofiyibat th/e jpus^ 

tfifit J^, gppdrWo.QWnot rctosJI, tbut; wbi^^. i# 

lady has an impression, which if corrobcinit^d 
qr n^eimU94^<M^ by poiititQ tegftipioiiy or 
a^4mst oppoflUg pi^babiliUeiy may go for 
t^war<}£( re«cpiii« the aeeu^ed*'* 
.^^ R is iiHira Ihan w io^eft^ion, i»y dear 
imole^ *^ saijJ: Clwa^oUe Vcsruwi, *f I a» as dear 
that I saw Mr.. Martin i^liiMidoo, atOie very 
time tlmt.tliiii*ea4f«l.«^vftpt'i|it sftid t^' bwre 
t^en.plac^, a* I am that I seejy^^i now* Bsr- 
fijd^s, ^^ ow you for a.momeot iiva^ne th^ 
tiuS pwwa wfepdi you usofl to converse with mo 
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(Eigreeably, and wftb suefa sfttislkctioii, ivhom- 
yoQ used to pitdse so hearGIf ad uhfthig^ gen** 
tieness of manner, and strength of cbaraet^, 
€lbonld be gnilty of so heinous an offence i 
Yon wotild hardlj believe him to be guflty of 
&e slightest offence, and can yon gfre credit 
to those who charge him with the greatest 
crime that man cad commit ? And consider, 
gir, who it is'that accuses bite.*' 
- Mr. Vernon gently checked the impetuosity 
of his^ datighter, bat Sir Edward kissed her, 
and thanked her, and said, <^ ikiy -dear niece, 
you speak my sentiments; But I am at present 
all in the dark. A mystery surrounds nue, and 
I amexpeetftfg^ I know'not what*^ 

*« Sir,'* replied Dr. Johnson, *' it is the 
comnum^ lot of hihnanity to be always in the 
dark 9& to fntnrity. Dwgers and d^dop- 
ments are ever near us ; storms are awaiting 
nn^ often wlifen*tbey* are notYuribfyibreatenihg 
I 2 
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us. 'Yon are expecting some devekipmeat^ 
you are bj that Tery expectation prepared for 
the worst that can befill you.'' 
' In the course of the afternoon of the day on 
which Mr. V^non and lus fellow traTcUers 
arrived, at Vernon Piurk^ Mr. Wentwortb made 
his wdcome appearance to the party. They 
all Knew and respected him, and they regarded 
him with so much esteem, that from bis lips 
they could more calmly receiTe even unfa- 
▼ouraUe intelligence. But he did not come to 
bring any^resh intelligenee of a painful na* 
ture, he rather was the bearer of good news : 
forjt certainly was considered in the %bt of 
good news, by all that party, that Mr. Went* 
worth washable to say, that he bad reason to 
suppose^tbat the accusation brought by Ni», 
<holson against the younger prisoner^ was. a 
&l«e*accnsation. 
. <* And I have grouiul," added he^ ^^ to hope 
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that Tery shortly we shall be able to detect the 
real criminal. Sach steps have been taken^ 
and such information has been- received, that I 
think it next to impossible thai he should 
escape ; and if things he as I hatve reason to 
expect, a character of sucIl consummate wick- 
edness will' be exhibited to the world as it has 
«eldonr seen, and can- sciut^elyi^edit^*' • 
*' It need hardly be said that Sir Edward 
Vernon, by means of all. the examiifiations and 
Tcports which found - their way into the news- 
papers,- had his suspicions strongly excited 
that the young man who had been recently 
Bfturdered was not his son. But while he had 
an apprehension that possibly Aiherton might 
-be his son, he hardly dared lo cherish the idea 
on' account of the diiBcnlty of proof, and the 
4readfnl situation in which this accusation had 
now placed him. But now when Mr. Went- 
^orth had spoken of the high probability of 
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Atfij^t^Ts inaoe^ieey and^^be hopeW^i^ 
jpprebiKi^iHS ^ ^^^ perpetrator of the lofiider^ 
liie BfvAtA r^Tived^ and he began to cast about 
ill h|8: miod for latana of deitectiiig apd esta^ 
UidMOg the ttfilh {{aying also a. peifieol 
i^OD^enoe io the judgment and diacrf^ian of 
Mr* Wentwortb, he knew th^t that gentknaa 
woold not ufefk imadfSftedly on the. subjaet^ 
Iberefore he felt <|ieaMNre eonident ^at Ather- 
ton was not the gailtyper^on. 

^e ikm took I^. lYentwprth' ajpaii into 
^another roMn^ a^ iaid to Hm; ^^ Youmaf 
imturally anppose that <;h}8 eyent baa giisen im^ 
a very series shock. And you ace one ot 
ihe very few that I can open uy nund to«^-4t 
is painful to a maji of mj retired habits to bar^ 
my name banned about in th^ aew9papers^ 
•[ aiA ei^ery day seeing -piaiagr^ha eonwraii^ 
this nnufder, i^ I find (hat it ban got abroad^ 
in cpnse^ueoGe of Niphol^tt's confession^ tbait 
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tills 4infeirtlitiate yotirfyg^mtm who ivas killed is 
UMi ihy son. They -even go so fat as to isiay 
tlutt'fbe ortiet, 'wbo is tailed Martin, is my 
^hild, Md that lie t^ommttted the nmrder at ih^ 
tttitigiitioii 'of ibis Mdiolson trho had consjNiri. 
ed to deprive him of his bitlifaright, and whtr, 
afterwards rep^mting of his 4reaefaery or ^tt^cri 
relling urith his employer, attempted to repaid 
thie^ e^, hut nnfoitimately paved tJie Way for 
giieater evfl.** 

« But, my dear Sfar Edward,*' replied Mr. 
Wentworth, ^ why do yon not make ^a point oJT 
seemg tlie person to whom yon entrasted yotit 
infant, and trndeaV^our, by e^c^untnation, to g^et 
at the truth ? A great deal may be don\3 by 
dose interrog^tioh.** 

When Mr. WentWorth said this, he was f n 
possestsion of Athertbn's blstoty, and he kni^w 
that Major Martin was the person aflfecting to 
actai Nitholson's tegal advfser. 
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** The fact is that I have written to Major 
Martin, but I bare had no answer ;" replied 
Sir Edward. ^^ I am tb^efore still more ap- 
preheniive that there may be some truth in the 
reports ; and that be is orerwhelmed at the 
loss of his son, and that he is reluctant to ac* 
knowledge the imposition that he has practised 
upon me.'* 

'* What is the general character of this 
Mqor Martin?'' asked Mr. Wentworth. At 
which question Sir Edward Yernon shook 
his head^ and sigbed.-^^^ You must hava 
known something of him^ or you would never 
have entrusted jour child to his care/' added 
the magistrate. 

'^ I then knew too little of him/' said the 

baronet, ^' but I have- since known too mueb. 

I was a young man. I had made a foolish 

marriage, and had hoped to conceal it from my 

ather, and did conceal it. And when, my 
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poor Vtfe died, after the birth of a child, and 
aa advantageous match was proposed to me, I 
did not dare to acknowledge that I had a child 
living bom in wedlock* I committed it there- 
fore to the care of this man, who had marrie4 
my wife's sister. And as he appeared to be a 
man of strong mind, I thought I could confide 
in him, nor was I so far disappointed. I paid 
him handsomely for what he undertook, and 
at his request I never saw the child. For, as 
he said, it was probable that I might have a 
family by my second wife, and I should do 
best to regard this first child as not being, 
unless, added he, any change should take place 
which might render it desirable for me to have 
a son and heir, and then I should know where 
to find one. Now when my poor Edmund 
seemed not likely to live, this Major Martin 
hinted to me, that the son. whom I had not 
seen from his infancy was still alive, and that 
I 5 
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I migM pn^bftbljr bteak the affidr 10^ Lady- 
Vernon^ wh^ I Kmgt say took the infioem^tioa 
with great eqtumiaiity, and at die doofh of her 
son, (Bcwtaeut^d to lecem hisuvhom I sup*, 
f osed and aoknowledgisd to be mine. Greatiy 
videed was I disappMnied m him, Mr. Went- 
worthy as jon well know.. His education had 
Veen sadly negkded, and his mawif rs wepet 
such as would disgrace the humblest tank ia 
life. His extxavagaiiM and bis propensit; ta 
gaming almost threatened to be ruinous ; but 
from the manner in which he drew upon me 
. |6r inoney I suspeeted, and I think not without 
cause, that some one was assisting him in thi^ 
expendi^re,, and HM one, as I verily believe^ 
was Msjor Hartiiu This man seems to have 
a irtraiige power over every one HotaiL he haa 
anytfiing to do with* I must eonf»s to you, I 
stood somewhat in awe o£ him^ and I eouM 
sever tell whyJ*^ 
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. ^* Hare jro« seto much of him iWdy?^* 
asked lir^ W€M\torth. 

^^ Noi iBueb rince be restoredj^ or, more 
^opefiy ^jpeftking pdrbapa, preteoded lo re- 
siote tny soil U> me/^ 

^< Has I^ady Veraoti seen bim V^ 
/' Sbe-bas, )amd didikes bim exoeedingtj. 
There id iJways ati abraptness in ber dtyl^, as 
you may have dbserved^ but towards Mafor 
Martin I cannot hnt say that her bebavioar 
has absdutely partaken of di^wnright tade«* 
ness/' 

<^ And do you know anytbi^ of this maa^a 
wif(fe1 

^^ I merely kinow that they hate b^en sepa-« 
rated for many years. But for what etfuse I 
know not) and have ne^er enquired « Indeed 
notwltbsMndins my aoqnaintanee with him^ 
and bis assifiti^ in^ in the fisposd of my 
cdbild, I bUTo sslmdybeM inlimstowitfahim« 
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He has; been sometiQAes in England^ and 
•ometinies abroad ; and when be has ibeen in. 
England, he has had no settled resideiiee* He 
has called himself Major ; but whether be has 
any claim to the title I know not. He ap-. 
pears to me to have two sets of acqilaiQ(Mi^> 
the one prirate, and the other public. What 
sort of a life he lives I know not ; but I bare 
heard strange stories of him, and njgr brother 
has received hints, from many persons in the 
titjf ^at an acquaintance with him is not de^ 
desirable or reputable.'' 
: From these, and many ether remarks of the 
same nature, Mr. Wentworth saw that. tHe. 
suspicions which he had entertained of this 
man were not without some fouiviation in 
Ilrob'ability ; and when he had helu^ the storiea 
0/ Adierton, and Sir Edward Vernon, he waa 
ast^npshed that the : latter, who was not gene-. 
i|4Iy ' deficit in discernment, shontd luvei 
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been so imposed on, as not to have ent^lained 
something more thati a suspicion. For to 
Mr. Wentwordi's mind it was as clear as light 
that this anprinoipled man bad been making a 
prey of Sir Edward Vernon. 

Hastening therefore from this colloqnyat 
Vernon Park, he went to the gaol where Ni- 
cholson was confined, and held that conrer- 
satton with him which, as mentioned in the 
last chapter, Nicholson related to the Major, 
or, it should rather be said, which he afiected' 
and attempted to relate. There was also in 
that conversation, another enquiry made and 
answered, of which enquiry^ and its answer, 
Nicholson had said nothing to bis employer,' 

and the apprehension of the consequences of 

J" 
which confused and embarrassed him. That 

question was with refi^rence to the house from 

whence they started on their excursion to the 

shepherd's glen ^ for there was a ruinour abou^ 
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the tmghbo«rluM>d, ibM on the night of tbe 
miir4«r tw,e auspwipii^ cbtrai^teiiH Biw^i/ir» 
are always Buvpii^oiu: eb«ra(^0r»» wei:e. .s^m 
IvrtLiftgd^dttt K boasii ^biob was |by no lOeiUMi. 
in good repute. Mr» W^ntworth ha<| Ibiit 
pleftsant M well a#commaadi|ig:maiM)«r> A^t 
he was aUe to extort more iofortt^atf on ff ei2| 
an examination thanlo^.4^il^ous mi^g^itrate^. 
con}d do. And he bad extco'ted (pom Niobol-. 
B&skf tbongb Nii$hoison biin«df could aeaarc^. 
tell bow, the Infi^rnii^on that b^ and bis ais. 
oompU^e had started from the bonse in 
question. 

To that boaso: Mr. Wentworth betook him«: 
self, almost^ as some persoijis would ba^e^ 
tbougbty at the xiuk of his life i hut he h^d ibe 
precaution to take with bun a Bow Street; 
officer^ of no common sagacity and address^^ 
who had been sent down frem town to assist in 
tbe deteetion of the perpetrators of the murder* 



■•Digitized by Google 



ATHERTOK* 283 

^ W« tu^ dl right bete/' gaid dm.officer^ 
^ I have bad a ^mpso of an old acqnaintanoe* 
You had better iwtmin here^ £^, in ^9 epen 
parionr, while I hare a w#fd ot two with my 
firiends/^ 

Mr* Weatworth stayed aa he Was direeied^ 
and poreaently the ofie^, Wh6 aeemed to have 
the Ikcdlty of a ferret, brought forward twa 
individitals of sneh aspeet and feature, as ma*^ 
aifei^y shdwed thi^ they wer^ aecustoeied but 
little to the decencies and decorums of life:: 
The magistrate shuddered at their rough and 
ruthless aspect, and regarded them as beings 
capable of any^Tiokttion of the peace of society. 
But in their roughness and rudeness there waa 
a species of courtesy peculiar indeed to th^m-- 
selves, and shewing &al the character of hu-^ 
manity was not entirely obliterated in liiem. 

^^ This gendeman^^' said the officer to them^ 
poiotmg to Mr. Wcavtwertb^ << is the Magbtmte 
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before wkom Niclicdsoa baa been extmined, 
asd perbaps you ean giro tbe gentleman some 
information conoerning tbe^ proceedings of 
Nicbolson and bis compuiion on the nigbl of 
the murder.*' 

The men looked significantly at eaeh other, 
and tbe offioi&r looked significantly at bc^. 

** Why yes," said one of them, ** y9e do know 
the gentlemen, or at least one of them." 

^* You wonld know them Ix^b by sights I 
suppose ;*' said Mr. Wentwordi. 

*^ Yes, yes,'* said the spokesman, "per- 
fectly." 

" And perhaps/* said the officer, <^ yon 
would baye no objection to make your peace 
with the public offices by contributang yotty 
share of information to bring a rogue to bla 
deserts." i 

^^ We are quite at tbe service of this-^h^ro 
gentleman, and if so be as he will gir e us wbaf 
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I he ^an to help us iaio ah honest line 
of lifoi we will put him into a way of findiog 
the fellow he. is ia search o£. He was here 
last night'' 

^^Then he is not in custoclj?'' said; Mr. 
Weatworth. 

^' In oostody, Lord bless yon, no sir, that 
eitt joung firllow as you have taken up no more 
did it nor you did it** 

The rest of their conversation corroborated 
what Athertcm had told Mr. Wentworth in his 
private examination. And they went baek^hat 
night with Mr. Wentworth, and having the 
ibllowing morning traced Major Martin to 
Nicholson's apartment in the gad they planted 
themselves at the door, as has been narrated, 
and by the assistance of the officer made sure 
of their prisoner with all the evidences of guilt 
about him. These were the men who in an 
early part of this narrative were spoken of aa 
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iNringiiqp AAerton Us brdakfastmt^heiumseof 
liifl fioBt capttYtly im iSHailoery LoDe. They 
kad been long lAtkesenriM of Major Maitte> 
and were somewhat in his power as Niebebon 
was; baft they liad recently been treated fess 
courteously than usual and, what was wont 4i{ 
all, they had Jiot been so Jib€ralif fflud^ as dey 
•a^oaed they bad a ligltt to expect. And 
seeing that their master Waa now tn linsir po#clr 
Imdihdy were likdy to get inore by his de^th 
tbftabybisiifettieyhesilalednot to Mmtf&os 
bim. 
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CHAPTER Xllf. 



Whs JY ^ Major was tbas apprebended an4 
tbis evidiBaces of gnil^ were stroog .aroiud i^ 
m er&y side^ :aiid when Nicbolaon now lidded 
his kss ambiguous testimony, Hr.WentwovU^ 
thougbt be might very safely liberate Ather^ 
ton, against whom n6t a shadow of a charge 
remained. 

He was therefore sent for to the magialrate^s 
house, and was informed that he was now 
perfectly at liberty. It was indeed a great 
relief to be exonerated from the charge that 
had been recently hanging o?er him ; but with 
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his liborty and aeknowledged innocence thett 
came this melancholy alloy, that he if as now 
without home, hindered, relative or friend. 
He expressed this feeling to the worthy ma-* 
gistrate, wlio congratolated him on being thns 
saved from the ignominy of a puhlic trial. 

<^ The want of acknowledged kindred,** 
said Mr. Wentworth, ^^ has been the means of 
throwing you into unfit society, whereby your 
princif^s and morals might hare been sc- 
rioudy injui^. You hiive beea fotttthat^ 
enough to escape the contamination. But I 
hope ere long to see you surrounded by ac^ 
knowledged and respectable kindred. We 
have all but legal evidence that you are the 
son of Sir Edward Yemon. This poor mmi, 
Nicholson, whom I cannot but pity, though I 
am tempted to despise hhn, is now in a fit 6t 
petiitence, and is abondantly^ommuiiicatiTe 
on trtrj partieolar concerning you. He hopes 



Digitized by 



Google 



athehton; 189 

bgr ibeae meant to^ave his life^ and I dare eay, 
for the sake of bis evidenee to bring the con- 
viotioa home lo Martin, bis life may be sared. 
Bot it mnst be a miserable life indeed, just 
perhaps one degree better than an ignoroinione 
death. From him 1 learn that 70a are ac« 
kno^ledged by M i^r Martin to be the son of 
Sir. Edward; and if I may believe the testis 
mony^ be also informs me, that the poor yonth 
who was murdered actually addressed the 
murderer by the appellation of father.-- At all 
events, Mr* Atherton, I will give you an 
asylum bore, till this sad affair is brought to a- 
crisis, and till something decided is done re^ 
spectiog your adknowledgment by Sir Edward^ 
Yeroon, or the reverse.'* 

^^ Sir,'' replied Atfa^rton^ *^ I know not how 
to thank you for the courtesy you have already 
shewn me. — And if I should be acknowleded- 
—Has Sir Edward himself any suspicion — ?'V 
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^^ H«:ftaft>.'ai>l is aiuci<Mis that lie nay And 
tbese- sui|)ioioi» «>rr(d>toatecU'* 

<< BatbemnstfedrdattaBt l(^ reeeti^my 
bftt InoiBt woiriiDcing eyidaiee^and will scared j" 
Iwoilr bow to bdieTC Majoi^ MartiB.*' 

^^ He that wiafaes to btlieve,'^ replied Mr. 
Weatwortby ^^ generally knows how to bdiere.*' 

^ And will Mi^or Martin be wlBing to ac- 
knowledge to the world that be kibe mnndberer 
of his own 80S P*^ 

"" The. world wiH kno^v it wfthoat his 
acknowledgment,*' replied the magistrate-; 
^^there have been men who haiBie gloried in the 
¥erjr saUioiitjr of tbehr gttttt,— -and beseems^ 
dnsa of them. — He denies nothing that- it^ 
charged against him,' naoA boldfy refines to 
answer att intern)gatoxies« — If w^ could fhid 
sctee ekrgjilian, with whmm faeconl^ be in^ 
Aioed to speak confidentialty, perhi^s that 
might .oxmtiibnte to elidithe tnith.^^ 
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. If tr VloA: WAS li» onij dergywmA that 
Mbentatkaew:, and ha was a gieiitlaiitD) ^bo 
did not sejemt partacnlarljf well qnaMed to 
t«ielir« the heaxty and tMilock ito recesses to 
attaitt to. its seerats-; a»d so A;dieploQ sud ia 
rfeplying iD'Mr. Wentvorth. 

: '* To a laan of highly spiritual (Ming/' 
said di^ magistrate^ ^^ this Martin would pro- 
bably torn a denf ear. One of a more worldly 
hajhitof mind asd maaner migit aaswer the 
piti))OBebetter. Yoo aiio aciquaiiited with this 
mfiv Plash } You will hare lio dbjection per- 
betfm to write to him, and to bring him down ; 
— the excursion may be an agreeaUe change 
toJiim.'^ 

Atherton consented to write to Mr» Flush ; 
and thei bepevoknt magistrate Inow hastened to 
Vernon Pttk that, he might in person luure 
the pleasure of eooimunicating to his good 
fjtends the istettigenoe of A thertmi'a liberation 
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<' I knew it must be so/' exdAimed CW^ 
lotte Yenum, not loud enoagfa to be hMrd by 
any more than ber father and ande betwteii 
whom she was sitting^ when Mr* Wentwprth 
entered the apartment, and made bis announce* 
ment ; but that exclamation was an additional . 
inducement to Sir Edward Vernon to wish 
that there might be truth. in the coqjectnre 
which he had formed concerning Atherton* 

^^ I am dettgbted with ^ inteUigene^/' 
said the worthy baronet hastily rising from his 
seat and cordially pressing bis.frieaid's hkud^ 
^^ and where is this persecuted and falsely ac* 
cused youth ?" 

^' For the present he remains at my bouse,^' 
answered Mr. Wentworlh. ... 

Sir Edward Vernon, who was preparitig 
himself to recognize in the person of Atheiton 
his first born and now only son^ felt by atitici'^ 
pation an intense interest in him and even now 
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i*egarding him as bis own son, with all the 
cordiality of delighted gratitade thanked Mr. 
Wentworth for his considerate kindness. 

Bat the narrative mast now follow to the 
metropolis, the letter which Atherton, at the 
suggestion of Mr. Wentworth, wrote to his 
reverend friend Mr. Plash. — Great was the 
surprise of this gentleman at receiving a letter 
from Yorkshire, and greater still was his sar-^ 
prise when he read as follows: — 

Rev. and dear Sir, 

Through a variety of scenes have I 
passed since last I had the pleasure of meeting 
you in London* I have been disguised as a 
criminal, I have embarked as a fugitive, I have 
been arrested as a murderer ;— and now I am 
again at liberty, — at liberty save from^the re- 
straintsof agenerousbospitality, ^hich givesme 
a home at the house of that gentleman, before 

VOL. III. K 
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ivbom I w&s dragged as b culprit. But Vy 
'these changes an unseen nvisdom is probably 
leading to retribution and justice. The mur- 
der^r, I hesitate not to call him so, is appre- 
hended, — and before this letter reaches you he 
will be fttlljr committed to York castle. I 
trembled once, lest I sbouM be placed at iMe 
bar as a criminal. It is indeed a painful si- 
tuation in which I am yet placed ; and I some- 
times discontentedly imagine that life has no- 
thing of good to give us, but an occasional 
alleyiation of pain, and a transient drying of 
our tears. I begin however to see some pros- 
pect of gaining that station which I have long 
suspected to be my birthright — and it is in 
your power perhaps to assist me. Major 
Martin has virtually acknowledged me to be 
the son of Sir Edward Vernon, and it is sug- 
gested to me by ray most excellent friend Mr. 
Wentwonb, that the conversation of a cl^* 
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i;7maii may be the means of ladMing this man 
to give such an explicit acknowledgment as to 
put tb^B ma^tter quite put of dqubt You are 
the only clergyman I know. May I request 
of you that for my sake, for the sake of justice) 
and for the sake of your old friend, my late 
wor&y master, who, with all his oddities, 
would, I am sure, be glad to hear of my well 
being,*^may I request of you to come down to 
York, and to talk to this unfortunate man* 
You may touch his heart if he has any. You 
DMiy do me a lasting benefit, which will never 
befdrgotten. 

Believe, me ever faithfully yours, 
F. Atherton. 

P.S. At Mr. Wentworth^s request th^in^ 
closed note is added to defray incidental ex- 
penses. 

When Mr. Plush had read this letter twice 
over, he said ^^ odsooks'' and ^^odsbobs,'* mafiy 
K 2 
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times over, and with mach agitation. And be 
called his old woman, and sajd toher, ^^ Here's 
a pretty kettle of fish Mrs. Morris. I am sent 
for down into Yorkshire, to go and see a con- 
Ticted — oh— no— an accused murderer — hut 
he will be convicted, I have no doubt. Upon 
my word, Mrs. Morris, I cannot say I like this 
Tyburn work. Talking to a man who is 
going to be hanged is almost as bad as talking 
to a ghost.'* 

^' Well then,*' said the rude domestic, *' if 
you don't like it don't go. What signifies all 
this fuf s about the matter. Besides I wonder 
why they should send for you of all people in 
the world. You are only fit to read prayers 
on a weeky day." 

<< Indeed, Mrs. Morris, let me tell you I 
might have been ordinary of Newgate if 1 had 
used my interest about the matter; but I don't 
like anything that makes me low spirited, and 
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just at the time of tbat vacancy there mras a 
poor fellow going to be hanged for sheep- 
stealing, a man that I used frequently to meet 
at Merlin's Cave, in Spafields, and had played 
at skittles with him the v^ry day before he 
was takep up. Though to be sure if I had 
known tbat he had bee^ a sbeep-stealer, I 
should have thought it beneath the dignity of 
my cloth to play at skittles with him. — ^We 
meet with strange characters in the world/' 

^* But are you going to Yorkshire, or are 
you going to dinner ?'* 

^M am most certainly going to dine, and I 
fear I must go into Yorkshire ; for you see 
they have sent me money,'' 
^^ You can send the money back.*' 
« I can if I like, but I donU like/' 
^^ Then go at once ; and make no more ado 
about it. lil go and air your linen while you 
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are eating your dinner* And I warrant I can 
take care of the house in your absence.^' 

^^ Ay, ay, Mrs. Morris, take care of yourself, 
and don't yon be too free of your visits to the 
Magpie," 

Mrs. Morris did not hear the kst part of the 
exhortatioii, for Mr. Flush, mrho thought it 
was his duty to give the exhortation^ thought 
it a matter of prudence to utter it in such a 
key that it could hardly be heard. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



Mr. Plush, who had now folly made up 
bis mind to comply with Atherton's request, 
bestirred himself to make preparation for his 
visit to York, and for his eoUoquyi^ith the 
accused man. — With the generalities of reli- 
gions ministration, Mr. Plush was intimately 
and familiarly acquainted^ and he could do 
with great dexterity and rapidity whatever 
was presented to him in an orderly arranged 
form. Whatever had been done by him in that 
way, had been done with such a mechanical and 
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unreflecting spirit, that he had become a kind 
of religious machine ; for no thought or re- 
flection had ever mingled with or prompted 
any of his utterings. 

Now unfortunately for him there was no 
form prescribed, whereby he could be guided 
in his interriew with Major Martin, and be 
thought that it would be a sad and not im-* 
probable thing that he should go to York and 
be closeted with the criminal and be unable to 
say a if ord in the way of exhortation or of 
the extortion of secret. He recollected how* 
eyer that he had heard that there were many 
books published on the subject of religion in 
its various modifications of application to the 
interests and circumstances of humanity. 
iTherefore he went to Paternoster Row, and 
looked oyer many lists of religions books, but 
he found none, that would exactly answer his 
purpose, and he was veiy shy of exposing hia 
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professional inaptitade, so that he did not say 
ithat it was that be wanted* 

After a long and fruitless search, howeyer/ 
finding no book to suit the purpose precisely 
and pointedly, he resolved on purchasing * The 
Whole Duty of Man/ which he supposed to 
be, from its title, the most comprehensive of 
all such publications, and containing, at least, 
something that might be serviceable, if not by 
way of direction, yet peradventure by way of 
suggestion. — This book he carried with him 
resolving to peruse it during his journey, that 
he might be prepared, on his arrival at York, 
for effectually encountering the culprit. But 
owing to one circumstance or another^ such as 
the communicative loquacity of bis fellow- 
travellers, his own occasional disposition to 
drowsiness, the OQcasional jumbling of the 
vehicle over the then barbarously rough roads, 
60 that be could not hold the volume steadily . 
K 5 
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indisposition to that or any other kind of read- 
ings and his inaptitude to understand what he 
ready or to remember it ten minutes, he de-, 
rived little or no assistancfe from the toIuum^ 
that he carried with him. Therefore when he 
arrived at York, he was as ill qualified to meet 
the culprit as when he first received Atherton's^ 
letter. 

^ My dear fellow/' said he to Athertoa 
whom he found at York with Mr. Wentworth^ 
^ how could you think of sending for me oa 
such an errand as this ? I am willing to do- 
anything to serve you, but positively I know 
not what secrets I can extort from this man^ 
' that may not as well be extracted from him by 
yourself, or this worthy gentleman/' 

^^ Gentlemen of your cloth,'* said Mr^ 
Wentworth, " are privileged to be more ft«e 
in your interrogatories than laymra, to persons 
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skaated as is this anhappj man^ who now 
awaits his iiial ; and as jrou are an acquaint-^ 
ance of my youngs friend, and know probably 
some passages in his early history^ you may 
probably be of some serTice to us in carryings 
on the iuTestigation. — Are you altogether uop. 
acquainted with Major Martin ?'^ 

^^ Most completely sO,'^ replied Mr. Plushy 
^' I am net aware that I have ever seen him in 
the whole course of my life. And from what 
I have heard of him I cannot say that I have 
much coveted acquaintance with him.'^ 

" Very likely not,'^ said Mr. Wentworth> 
*'^ but on the present occasion^ when you may 
be spiritually serviceable to him, and tempo- 
Tally serviceable to your young friend bere^ 
you will probably not decUne an introduction 
to him. If you will give me leave I wiU in- 
troduce you myself, and will give you an order 
to see him at any time.** 
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Mr. Plash consented ; and baring Ui bis^ 
pocket < The Whde Duty of Man/ and being 
supported by a magistrate, be bad not mucfa^ 
embarrassment ; but be felt some little cold''^ 
ness of awe creep sbaddering^Iy tbrongh bia 
Teins as be entered tbe g^ea^ gates of ib& 
castle* *' A m-m-agnificent b-b-uilding !^* 
excltdtned Mr. Plush who had never before- 
seen the castle. — And as they were proceedings 
towards tbe apartment or cell, where Martin 
was confined, one of the turnkeys met them^ 
and, bowiiig to the worthy magistrate, saidV 
'^ If you are going to tbe cell of tbe prisoner 
Martin, please your worship, bis wife i$ with 
him now.'^ 

«^ His wife !'*^said Mr. Wentworth in a tone 
of astonishment and grief. The tears almost 
fell from the good'man^& eyes as hid imagina- 
tion rapidly-painted to him the- mental' agony, 
which that poor woman must suffer, who yisitsk 
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in a prison a husband who is charged, and to 
all appearances jastly, with having murdered 
his own child. He waited therefore in the 
castle yard, but not many minutes, for pre-* 
sently the poor woman came out staggering in 
an agony of grief, and blind to all that was 
about her. The turnkey, who had addressed 
Mr« Wentworth, stepped forward to support 
the afflicted creature; and then sho looked 
upwards to the sky as one who would pray 
with an energetic fervour, and ask if there be 
any consolation in heaven for one who has no 
hope on earth. Her eye9 then wandered 
wildly round the building, and when they 
looked enquiringly towards Mr. Wentworth 
and Mr. Plush, the turnkey, pointing to 
the former, said to her that the gentleman 
was a magistrate. At the word she rushed 
forward, and threw herself convulsively at hfs 
feet exclaimingi in an agony of emolicn, " Ob^ 
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save him, Sir^ sa?e him. Let him live to 
repent — Yes, yes — be will repent. — His heart 
is bard, butit may be softened. Ob— Sir, let 
bim not die in the hardness of his heart !'' 

Mr. Plush tremtded from head to foot at the 
moving^ scene, and wished himself back at his 
lodging^s at Doctor's Commons. It was easy 
and pleasant enough to read prayers Bit St. 
Andrew!s or at St. Dunstan's, but the conflict 
with passionate emotion was too much for 
bim. Wishing also to put a stop to this pub- 
lic exhibition, the worthy magistrate, accom- 
panied by Mr. Plush and Mrs. IHartin^ ad- 
journed to an apartment in the govenior'a 
house. 

^^ My good woman,'' said Mr. Wentw<»rthy 
^' you should consider that your husband, if 
tbisbeypor bnsband^is at present only accused^ 
not convicted — '* 

« Oh but he is guilty—'* 
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** Nay, nay,'' intemipled Mr. W^nlwortfa^ 
^ it becomes you not to speak thva.*^ 

'^ Alas, Sir, I know not what I say, my 
brain is tnmed, — my heart is withered, I am 
more than miserable^I am beyond pity — I am 
past hope.*' 

Mr. Wentworth spoke soothingly 4o her ; 
^ Poor woman^ I do pity you, and would do 
anything in my power to serve you, but till 
you can compose yourself a little^ what can J( 
say ?» 

Many hysteric sobbings followed^ and Mr. 
Wentworth patiently waited till they subsided,, 
and then when the si^r^ could speak in- 
telligibly, and listen somewhat composedly, ho 
asked her concerning her husband, and she 
told him, as. has been already naplBted, how . 
that her husband had deserted her many yeara 
ago, and how that, after a long interval, he 
took from her the son, which had been so great 
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a troaUe to her, and had imposed him on Sir 
Edward Vernon. And then she told how 
kindly Atherton had behaTed to her in giving 
her the means of coming down into Yorkshire 
to see the remains of her murdered child. 

<^ And was that indeed your son ?'' asked 
Mr. Wentworth. 

^^ He was indeed, Sir,'' replied Mrs. Martin, 
<^ and you may — no — you cannot judge what I 
felt — when I taw-^and knew that he bad pe« 
rished by-^" 

^^ You seem indeed to have been exceed* 
ingly unfortunate both in your husband and 
your son/* said the magistrate, ^^ it almost 
astonishes me that you have retained so much 
affection for them, they neither of them seem 
to have deserved your love.'* 

^* I never loved any but them, and it was 
becBuse I loved them that they broke my heaxt 
For my husband I left the home of my father^ 
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with my child I haTe walked a beggar in the 
streets, when, bat for his sake, I wonld wil- 
fingly hare died, tbongh death had come upon 
me by the slow pains of hunger ;-^ye8, Sir, I 
could haT6 withered away from the world con- 
tentedly, but I bore about within my Knug 
bosom a broken heart that I might be a shelter 
to the little one—'' 

She paused, and there was no answer to be 
given to her, for a grief like hers is not to be 
reached by argument. — It was not in Mr. 
Wentworth's nature to leave unfriended any 
one whom be could assist ; he therefore gave 
such directions concerning this poor woman, 
that whatever comforts she was able to enjoy 
might not be lacking to her. And having 
parted from her with promises of all practical 
assistance, he and Mr. Plush proceeded to the 
apartment of the accused. 
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^^ He has perhaps been softened by the visit 
of this poor woman, for she seems not to be of 
that temperament which could heap reproaches 
pn any one^ however crael their bebavioar.'* 
So said Mr. Wentworth, and so hoped his 
companion ; but when they entered the room 
where the prisoner was confined, they saw no 
symptoms of emotion of any kind, nor the 
tremblings of guilt nor the paleness of fear^ but 
the hard, iron-l&e features retained their pas- 
sionless immobility ;— the cool eye stiil kept 
its steady gaze, and c%]m commsmding lootc^ 
He was sitting on a bench, his arms w^r^ 
folded across his bosom, and he regarded bis 
visitors with no more recognition than had 
they been animals of a different species. 

Mr. Wentworth addressed the prisoner; ^^ X 
have brought a ^clergyman to visit yon, in 
whose conversation perhaps you may find som^ 
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consolation and assistance; and as often as 
you choose to receive this gentleman, orders 
are given that he /nay be admitted to yoik^' 

Martin at this speech fixed his eyes very 
coolly on Mr. Plash, and, slightly^ frowning, 
said, ** Hare I seen you before ?" 

Mr. Plush trembling almost at the voice 
of the accused murderer, hastily answered, 
^^ Can't say, can't say, indeed^ — I lodge in 
Knight Rider Street, Doctor's Commons, and 
read prayers at St. Andrew's, and sMnetipies at 
SU DuBstan's, and sometimes at one place and 
fK^metimes at another, — perhaps you may have 
seen me at the Pewter Platter in Cross Street^ 
Hatton Garden.'' 

« Do you read prayers there loo ?— I know 
none of the places you have mentioned.'* 

Bfr* Wentworth left the parties together, 
wiwhen the door of die room was shut upon 
tbemj» Martin,^ seeing that Mr« Plush was uot 
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very much at his ease, said to bim, ^* Sit down, 
Sir, and open your commission.** 

" My commission, Mr. Martin, is — is— is to 
risit you as a clerj^man,'' — ^replied Mr. Plush 
fumbling in his side pocket, and preparing, if 
need should be, to draw forth < The Whole 
Duty of Man.' 

^^ Well then. Sir, fulfil your commission, 
and visit me as a clergyman, though I cannot 
say that I exactly know what you mean.'' 

<< Nor I neither,^ thought Mr. Plu^. And 
then there was a dead pause — After which 
Mr. Plush spoke again, saying, ^^ Shall I read 
to you?" 

" Read what ?*' said the Major. 

^^ Some good book/* replied Mr. Plush. 

" There have been few good books pub- 
lished lately," answered Martin. 

«« I have ' The Whole Duty of Man,* in my 
pocket,'* responded Mr. Plush. 
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«< Then keep it tbere,^' said the Major. 

^* Five shillings thrown away for nothing^,** 
soliloquized Mr. Plush, *^ for I am sure I shall 
peyer read it myself 

'< Shall I read prayers?" 

^^ At St Andrew's or at St Donstan's or at 
the Pewter Platter if you please, but not in 
my hearing.' ' 

<< Do you not wish to hear prayers read V* 

^* I hare heard them once or twice in the 
course of my life, and I do not wish to hear 
them any more/' 

Mr. Plush was put a little more at ease by 
the exceeding easiness of the prisoner, who 
seemed to have nothing murderous in his look 
or manner. Indeed the reverend gentleman 
was almost astonished at himself, that he had 
no more sensations of horror and disgust; but 
the fact was that his imagination was not so 
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actire as he thought it to be; and seeing^ no- 
thing before him bat a human being not be- 
smeared with Mood, nor armed with murderous 
weapons, nor scowling with tr^mendons furjy 
but looking calmly cynical and coolly indiffe- 
rent, Mr. Plush could not invest this placid 
figure with what his obscure imagination con^ 
ceiyed to be the attributes of a murderer. — 
Recovering therefore his preisence of mind, 
*which was all he could recover, for dexterity 
of mental management he never had pos* 
sessed, Mr Plush said, '* What then ilhall I 
say ?** 

<^ Say what you are sent to say, and have 
done with it. I need no spiritual assistance^, 
and if I did, you do not seem to be the man to 
give it to me.'* 

^^ I am not accustomed to this sort of thing 
certainly,*' replied Mr. Plush, " my religious 
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occapatioQ has be^i for the most part reading 
prayers.** 

^* And a tery religious occapation you have 
made it, no doubt,^ replied Mr. Martin. 

^* Yqu are inclined to be facetions^*' said 
Mr. Plnsh. 

" No, Sir,** answered the Major, " few 
persons are inclined to be facetious when the 
gaHows is staring them in the face through a 
short vista of slender hopes, and doubtfiil 
fears. What I may do when I stand on the 
^scaffold with the executioner by my side, when 
hope is gone, and fear has done its worst, I 
cannot say; —jokes have passed between the 
victim and the executioner.'' 

At the word executioner, the blood ran cold 
in the veins of Mr. Plush, and he replied, 
" But, — but — you are not convicted — ^you are 
only accused.'' 
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^* If I am nat conyicted^ I am condemned.'^ 

" Condemned !'* 

^^ Ay— condemned ; — for whom the woiid 
condemns, the jury rarely acqnita.^ 

^^ But if you are not guilty, and if yon can 
proTe — ^** 

<< Psba^'' said the Major impatien^, <^ to 
yoor bnainess. Yon are sent here to worm 
out secrets. Now what questions hare you to 
«ak ? I can see through you alL*' 

Mr. Plush was confounded, he had to deal 
with one who was by no means manageable^ 
nor was Mr. Plush himself any manager with 
wbomsoerer he might haye to deaL He there- 
fore looked not wisely. 

*^ Now as you seem to beat a loss to ask me 
a question^ if you will giye me leaye, I will 
ask you one.— Is Nicbdson yet admitted king's • 
eyidence ?** 
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<* I bdieve not yeV said Mr. Fbtsh. 

<< Then go to Mr. Wentwortb, and to Sir 
Edward Vernon^ and tell them thus, — There 
are two persons accused of having committed 
a mnrder ;— -it will be difficult to convict one 
without the evidence of the other ; — ^let me be 
admitted as evidence against Nicholson, and 
th^i Sir Edward Vernon shall have the secret 
he is fisliing for, and shall know who^ what, 
and where his son is^-Without this conces- 
sion, I carry the secret wiUi me to the gallows, 
and to the grave.'* Mr. Plush looked all 
amazement— << Now, Sir, lose no time ;'* con- 
tinued the Major, <^ Off to your employers ; 
tell them they may hang me if they please, 
but net for a fool — they shall not trifle with 
me.'' 

Mr. Plush found that < The Whole Duty 
of Man* was of no manner of use to him ; and 

VOL. III. L 
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that be bad annojed bim8elf witb a great load 
in bis poctoet, all to no porpose. And be 
almoBt wisbed die Major hanged thai be might 
not live to utter sneera on ^ The Whole Dsty 
of Man.' 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Mb* Plush was Aot sorry when his inter- 
iriew with Major Martin was at an end. 

*^ I nerer saw," said he to Atherton, " such 
a ruthless feflow in the whole course of my 
esdstence, he seems to care for nothing, and 
for nobody.-^ And does he claim you for his 
son ? Why you are no more like him than 
chalk is like cheese.*' 

^^ Can you make any impression on the 
prisoner ?'' aaked Mr. Wentworth. 

^^ No more impression,'* replied Mr. Plush, 
^^ than I could on one of the castle walls. His 
l2 
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heart is as hard as the ii^her millstone. In* 
deed I think he has no heart.'* 

" Perhaps," said Mr- Wentworth, " when 
his trial is orer, and he sees that he has but 
few hours to live, he may be moved hj peni*- 
tence to make some amend* for his past 
misdeeds/' 

Mr. Plash would fiiin have surrendered aU 
the profits of his exeursion^ oould he by thi^ 
surrender have transported himself back again 
to his lodgings in Knight Rider Street, Doc- 
tor's Commons. For he began to fear that 
he might he detained in York till the trial and 
condemnation of Martin^ and might p^haps 
be destined to compose one of the meUncfaoly 
group at the ex.<«cution. ' The very tbonght 
spoiled all the pleasure of the excursion, and 
did not seem to be by any means adequately 
repaid by its profits. 

^^ I am sure/' said Mr. Plush with great 
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eagerness, ^^ that nothing that I can say iirill 
make the slightest impression.'' — And then the 
reverend gentleman told the magistrate the 
conditions on which the prisoner offered to 
make such disclosnres as might be satisfkctoi^y 
to Sir Edward Vernon. Turning to Atherton, 
Mr. Plush continued, ^^ Now if you have any 
interest with the parties concerned, and can 
procure the arrangement that the prisoner 
Martin requires, you may save bis life, and get 
yourself comfortably and satisfactorily placed 
ia the station that seems to belong to you«^^ 
- Atherton would scarcely suffer Mr« Plush 
to finish the sentence, when rising from his 
chair with a passionate vehemence he ex- 
claimed, '* Never — ^never — Sooner than be a 
purty to^ such an act of selfish injustice as that, 
I would waste my whole life, and shorten it 
too, with die basest and most wearisome toil, 
Aat poverty ever submitted to for a morsel of 
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faraad.*^— -Then addreasing himself to Mn 
Wentworth he said ; ^^ Sir^ I thank you wMi a 
feeling of gratitade that I ean never express, 
for your generous kindness — why should I 
encroach upon it any longer. When tUs 
wicked man has told yon his secret, sopposi^ 
it ev^ should be extorted from him, how can 
yon be sure that it will point to me as the son 
of Sir fidward Vernon ?— Let justiee take its 
eomrse— *Let not my pres^ce, or any imagined 
interests of mine, be the means of addu^ to 
the sad cares and sorrows of my worthy fttetdiu 
I have a foster father in India, I shall ht wel- 
come to the shelter of his root, to a share of 
his purse, and may by him be introihieed to 
the means of providing for my nwiintenanee 
and well being. I have already, notwilh* 
standing the many bnffettings Areugh wUeh 
I have passed in the brief -eouTs of my life, 
had honours to whi^h I never thought of 
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itfl^iring. , I bave been honoared by your 
|uiidaes9) and by the friendship of Sir Edward 
Vernon. And these will be pleasant recol-! 
iectiona to me as long as I live. — Yon will 
give me leave^ Sir, to retnm to London mtb 
Mr* Plash—'' 

" I sbjBdl be Fety glad oC yonr company/' 
interrttirted Mr. Plush, ^< for ii^ follow trayel* 
iers down were all strangers ;. and it . is plea^ 
santer travelling with an acquaintance than 
witb.perfe^ strangers." 

** Nay, nay, mj yonog friend, fyou. are tao 
^a^ty^V said Mr. Wentwprtb, addressing him* 
self ta Ai^i^ion,, ^ the presum|^ve evidence 
that you are the son of Sir Edward Vernon, is 
^nite as strong as the evidence that Martin was 
the mnrderer of the nnfertnnale yoang man 
who paased i»> .lately for Mr. Vernon. At all 
events I must lay my commands on yon, that 
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you remain bare till after th6 trial. Wbfle there 
is life^ there ie hope. And when this wretehecl 
man shall have been eonvit^ted, as I have no 
doubt that he must be, we shall thra peihaps 
see a ebange in his spirit — ^Yon will not think 
of leaTing Yorkshire till yon have taken leiLve 
of Sir Edward Vernon. Now as I mnst eall 
at Vernon Park in my way back to HalMuc, 
you may as well aeeompany me thither: and 
if Mr. Plush will iJso favour us with his com- 
pany, we may even yet derise some means of 
getting out of this perplexity ;-<-for I fed a 
confidence that matters would not have heen 
brought to this degree of eclairei^^ewMniy 
unless it were designed that the mystery should 
be thoroughly developed.*' 

To this movement Mr. Plush made no ob* 
jection ; for Vernon Park gave him Ihe idea 
of a pleaiant mansi<m^ and an abode of peae« 
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and luxury, fiur more to his lasto than the 
gloomy cdls and penitential abodes of York 
castle. 

Ath^ton, as the party entered the park 
gates, and as again that pleasant mansion stood 
before him, felt emotions such as he had never 
felt before. Hopes, fears, terrors, regrets, 
sentiments of gratitude, thoughts of tender- 
ness, memory of his escape from Ihe accident 
which he bad since reason to interpret 
into intention, shudderiogs of dread at the 
thought of the shepherd's glen, doubts of his 
destiny now settling into confidence, and anon 
Tibrating back to the opposite extremity of 
despair, laid mich hold of his feelings, that his 
whole frame trembled, and he scarcely knew 
whether pai^ or pleasure predoniinated in his 
emotions. 

Happy for him he was not immediately in- 
l«5 
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traiueed to the partj then in tie hoMcf, tel 
was coniigned to tbe litHwy^ wb^:^ be fouilA 
only bis good Mend Dr. Johnson; by the 
graTitj of Whose maafi^rs^ and the didaetic 
style of whose talk, oar heroes pertorbatioa 
was TsCtber allayed than inereased. 

Bat Mr. Wentworth foand Sk Edward 
Vernon in a state of mind not fe^oarableto 
the reeeption of doabtfal intdligeaee or the 
Gontinnanee of a wearying suspense. The 
magistrate in a few words told « the worthy 
baroB^ of all that had taken place at Yoric, of 
the interview with Martin's wifil^ and the as* 
snrances of the poor weoaan that the nturdtfed 
youth was her son, of tbe vata endeavou? that 
Mr. Flndi had made to extort tbe secret from 
the prisoner^ and of tbe stipulation that Martin 
had made as tbe condition of giving a satis^ 
factory ehicidalion of the myst^« 

^^ And can it be so ?'' said 1^ Edward 
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Vernon, ^^ aDjdiing to relieve me from tiiis 
dreadful state of mind.** 

^^ Can it be so?" — ^repeated the magistrate, 
^^ sturdy, ^ £dward, you must be aware that 
it cannot — Eren on the suppcuution that the 
guilt of the two prisoners were equal, it would 
be anfeir to the first that was apprehended to 
make him the safferer, when it was by his 
means that the other was taken, and when in* 
timation had been given him that he m%h:t 
eseape. And I am sure it is not in your 
natnre to let the grei^ principle* of public 
justiee be rmdered subservient to the^ p«r« 
poses, of private feeling.*' 

<< Certainly not, most certainly not,** replied 
Sir Edward Vernon, ^^ but I knew not what I 
said« My sufferings have made me selfish. 
You must be my friend--^yoii are nry firiend, 
and I.will rely on you that you will use^your 
best judgement to rdieve me from this sad 
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tiispense. I am not competent to aet &r 
myself. — Bat who are those that came with 
you ? — You were not alone/' 

^ Athertonisone,^ replied Mr. Wentworth^ 
^and Mr. Plash, the derfgiman of whom i 
have been speaking, is the other. As we 
brought him all the way from London to help 
us out in this enquiry^ I thought tbat we ought 
not to neglect bim ^ therefore I took the Kberlj 
to bring him wi& me,*^ 

*'. Ay, ay, right, certMnly,"^ replied Sit 
Edward, ^ I . shaH' be very g4ad to see himv 
And where is young Atherton, let me see him 
top. I should be almost sorry, if the wicked 
man Martin should be able to convince me 
that any other than this young man is my ia>n. 
i should be proud to acknowledge him, could 
I do it with assured justice.'* . 

At the desire of Sir Edward Vernon, Mr. 
Plush and Atherton were introduced to him«. 
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Now this was the first time that Atherton had 
seen Sir Edward Vernon since Nicholson's 
letter hastened him off abruptly to London, as 
recorded above ; and it was also the first time 
of meeting since the minds of both parties had 
been occupied with an apprehension of con- 
sangoinitj ; and their meeting was of greater 
interest of feeling than of expression. 

Mr. Plush, as being the greatest stranger, 
received the first notice of the baronet, and 
when their eyes met, there seemed to be, on 
both sides, a start or stop of doubtful re- 
cognitifHi. 

** Surely, sir, I have seen you before,'* said 
Sir Edward Vernon. 

^^ I was thinking the very same thing,^' 
answered Mr. Plush. 

^^You have officiated at a church in the 
city r* 
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^^ Tkere are very few cbiircfaes in the dtjr 
that I have not officiated at,'' replied Mr» 
Plu»h, 

"" I do Terily heliere;' said l%r Edward 
Vernon, addressing himself to Ms« Wentworth, 
^^ that this is the ;gentlenian who officiated al 
the church in Lothbury where I wa^ first 
married/^ 

Mr. Pluidi looked thoughtful for a few 
seconds and then exclaimed^ '^ Odzooks, I 
certainly belicTe it was; hot the tmtb is that 
in the course of my laborious life I have per^ 
formed so many marriages that I cannot re- 
member a tithe of them. I have married folks 
of all descriptions gentle and simple. On 
Easter Monday I married a doaen couple at 
different churches. Now you mention it, did 
not you marry a pre^ Miss Edwards, a 
daughter of Edwards the hop-factor ?'V 
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'' J dift,"* repUedSir Edward Venon With a 

aigb. 

^^ Ay gCMidy I remember it now as wdt aa if 
it were bat laal week : and I vemeiabev too/' 
said Mr. Pl«ih with a lively a»d grateftd em- 
phasis, '* that I Be?er leceiTed sndk a Ubetal 
fee^ before nor since^ aa 1 did on that occasion 
You were a gay young spark then^ yon were 
not Sir Edward at that tine I belieye. I saw 
it was a stolen mateh and I took Ae readiest 
way to keep it secret, for I made a point of 
fbi^ettiBg it as soob as I could. You were 
then just such anoAer as thfe young gentleman 
here,** pointing to Atbertoo. ^^ Now it strikes 
me," continued the loquacions clergyman ad- 
dressing himself to Mr. Wentworth, ^ thai 
there is na necessity for Sir Edward Vernon 
to trouble himself ahonl any conlsision of that 
wicked man Martin ; indeed he is so wicked 
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that I dott*t like to talk to him ; for it it aa 
plain at can be, that the young gentleman 
standing here is the son of l^r Edward. There 
is all the eTid^ice that can be for it**' 

^' We have reason to think it may be/' said 
Sir Edward, *^ and I most heartily hope that 
it may be. Every presumption that is so, is 
a relief to my spirit/' 

Atherton was touched to the heart by the 
kind and flattering expression of Sir Edward, 
and he grasped the baronet's band passion- 
ately ^ and kissing it sank down on one knee, 
and while the unchecked tears flowed down his 
cheeks he said, ^^ Be you my father, or be yom 
my friend, I ask your blessing, and return yom 
my thanks,-thanks-thanks for kindness, which 
will cling to my memory as long as I Hve.'* 

And the baronet was deeply moved, and h^ 
elining his bead downwards, towards the 
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kMdiug yonth^ said, with much difficulty, 
*^ May God blest yon, my dear — friend.'' 

Mr. Plash was glad when the scene was 
oyer, for he did not like emotions. 
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CHAPTER XVI, 



The party at YernoD Park was now rather 
numeroas for so qaiet and retired a man as 
Sir Edward Vernon. But with its numbers 
there was nothing like gaiety. A deep and 
settled gloom dwelt upon almost every indi- 
vidual ; even Lady Vernon, who rejoieed to 
utter her democratic sentiments to the anni^- 
ance of Dr. Johnson, had ever since the dread- 
^ fnl affidr of the shepherd's glen ceased to drink 
Wilkes and Liberty after dinn^; and thougk 
the deceased had been quite the reverse oi a 
favorite with her ladyship, yet she felt for the 
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gloom which hong on the spirits of Sir Edwavd 
Vernon. Many were the feara and apprehen- 
eions entertained lest the agitation might be 
too much for him. Bis health seemed to be 
seyerely aflfected, and his whole qrstem was 
manifestly shaken ; and whm^ after liie space 
of a few days, Bfr. Wentworth, who had been 
to Hali&x in the interval, returned to Varnon 
Park, in his way to York, and urged upon Sir 
jBSdward Vernon the necessity for his being at 
York daring the assixes, the worthy baronet 
seemed to feel the effort to be too wbkA i9f 
him. He trembled at the veiy mention of the 
trial, and manifested a nenroos irritability at 
the idea of his name being thus on ev^ory ene's 
tongue. And it was not till Mr. Wentworth 
jpromised to arrange the joumqr ^ thai he 
might eater the city after dusk, thai he would 
consent to go. 
(« But my young friend must go with us^'^ 
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said the baronet. It was by this name that he 
always spoke of Atherton; and as our hero 
mtm of a gratefbl disposition, he came to regard 
Sir Edward Vernon with a- delighted* affection; 
and was studiously attentive to him. They 
were indeed inseparable, and the worthy ba- 
ronet never appeared so happy as when con- 
versing with Atherton concerning his supposed 
mo&er. 

Diuring the whole of the journey from Ver- 
non Park to the city of York, the attention of 
the baronet was exclunvely occupied with talk 
on the probability or improbability of obtain^ 
lag convincing and legal evidence that Ather- 
ton was his son. He was assured in his mind 
that it must be so, but it needed some decisive 
con^oboration from the man, who had the secret 
in his ovm power, and vrho seemed reluctimt 
to part with it except on terrniS which could 
not be conceded. 
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. Mr. Plush and Dr. Johnson were of the 
Pfurty that went to York. Mr. Vernon and his 
daaghter remained at Vernon Park as com- v 
panions for Lady Vernon, whose rongh and 
boi^ierous spirits had been mightily subdued 
by the melancholy event, and whose fears for 
its effects :on the health of Sir Edward Veroon 
were seriously excited. 

Now when the party were arrived at York^ 
their first and most serious consultation was 
concerning the most probably effectual niode, 
of gidning the information, for which all were 
so anxious. For both Sir Edward Vernon 
and Atherton were in excellent esteem with all: 
who knew them ; and the baronet's brother, 
though by the discovery he would be deprivjed 
of the succession, felt so much on Sir Edward's, 
behalf) and had so great a regard for Atherton, 
that he most heartily wished that all might be. 
as every one had reason to ei^pect; — ^more 
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atptcUUy dM be 80 wkih and hope after the 
adinoivledgBeDt which his daaghter bad made 
of ber atlacbBieEit to AtheFton. 

AmidbttheeonsQltattra Mr. Phtsh was rather 
piMiTO than actiTe) except so far as he was 
mAr% in professing liis iacompetenee to grapple 
coofessioBally with such a stinrdy sinner as 
Martin, whose heart, if he Imd one, seemed* 
totally inaccessible by the ordinaryapproaehes. 
Dr. Johnson, who had it not in his nature to 
be afraid of the face of man^ and in whose heart 
was erer an nnrelnetant readiness to do a good* 
action for a good man, proffered at length his 
serrices, saying, ** If the unprofessional ex* 
hortations of a layman may i*each the seclrets 
of this poor man's heart, I will essay according 
to the best of my ability »'^ 

They thanked him for the offer and predicted 
his success, nor was Mr. Plush at all jealous of 
his riral, for his ambition was not touched by 
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the iii»lry« He eonsented, howeTer^ to remain 
with tbepavQF till ^Iter the triid, tbaikenright^ 
if need ebonld be, attend at the execnlioo, p»>- 
▼ided that there shwdd be no diseof ery iK«de 
before. 

It is ahnoit needleaa to remark here, that 
there was not fnr a moment any thought or in- 
tention of admitting Martin as evidence against 
Nidiolson; bntthaton the other hand Nichol- 
son had his frightened and worthlesslife spared 
to him on condition of bearing testimony 
i^nst the M^ou This the Major knew^and 
for it he was prepared; his spirit, howcTer^ 
quailed not, nor was there in his heart the 
least degree of, or approach to relenting. He 
sat in the solitude of his dungeon calm, and 
cold as the stones of the wall that surrounded 
him. When Dr. Johnson was introduced to 
him by name, for the Tcry tumkeyfi of the gaol 
seemed to know Dr. Johnson, the prisoner 
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looked apon his TiBitor with aiich a calm in» 
di&rence) that the doctor could hardly bdiere 
that the indiTiduai befiMre him was within a few 
days of an ignominious death, and that he was 
conscious of the guilt of blood. 

^^ Your name is Martin?" said the doctor 
doubtingly. 

^' My name is Martin/' said the prisoner, 
^^ and your message to me is of die same 
nature as that which was brought by a shallow- 
pated priest a few days ago. Your employer 
knows my terms, and he may— and perhaps 
will know my inflexibility. — Do you bring me 
word that my life is to be saved ?^' 

^^ I do not bring any message concerning 
your life. If on your trial your innocence be 
made to appear, your life will be saved, if 
otherwise, it will be justly forfeited to an 
offended law.'* 

<'It is decided then that I musttake my trial V 
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: *' It is ;— and if you beapprehensive tbat tbe 
result of tbat trial will be to hasten your ap*^ 
pearance at tbe tribunal of the Almighty, does 
it not become you^ while the day of mercy 
lasts, to avail yourself of its opportunities, and 
to make your peace with God V 

^^ Such talk does not suit my taste^ I eotUd 
uUer it as well as you, or if disposed to play 
the hypocrite, I could echo your awful sounds^ 
in good set phrase.^' 

'^ Will you speak thus when the apparatus 
of death is about you ? " 

^* 1 have seen the appalratus of death a 
thousand times, and have nevet flinched from 
it. And when there is nothing worth living 
fen-, death is as welcome as life.'^ 

" Yet even now yott would cling to life. 
Sir, you deceive yourself most awfoUy if yoU 
imagine, in the effervescence of a momentary 
boldness, tbat death is not dreadful. It is 

YOL. Ill* M 
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4nmdfiCiI to tbe hmH ^npeated^ And haw 
iiia8Ut>lwit9;tbd8e wImi axe itejireptt^r? . 
. ^^ I know of no better preptantifln fordetth/* 
refitted tbe JMajor^ ^^ tbaa jei weanoess^oC likJ* 
: Tbewortby ipioralist shuddered, and teplied 
in solemn tonetf^ ^< It mnet beua minde indeed 
tbatcn. ewake ^noh a benwnbed.niid torpid 
foOl to any eenke of feeling !-N#If y^^u have no 
hnr of Gody have yon no regard ,for. nun ?." ' 

«None.^' 

'^ Have yon no sjmpBAj with baman ser- 
rows, no gratitade for kindness, jwaenltfliena 
of tgenerOsity ? Can yon carry to the grave 
with yon^ a secret ttmt, revjealed^ wonld Ugbl^i 
the i^ei^t ^n yopar owQ bosom, and h^ one 
who has been a geiterons .beoeffctor to yon ?^ 

" When I was a bpy/? replied the prisoner, 
" I thought such wonfe had a meaning; bnt^ 
mim and selfif^b world has taught xeea better 
Jes90n; (^d.l regiffd^em now as themusii 
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of the wind tbat e»ghs Ibrmg^ tiM graikigs oft 
my prison, 8<^ and melodioas in tbeir 8oimd>: 
and BOIfaing more.^ 

Dr. Johnson, who, bj Jiabitand oonstiiationy 
rejoiced gready in the conflicts of wotds^ and 
ike wrestlings of keen<»sighiedirea8on, iUlt here: 
tiiat no Tietory was to^be won^ andno trophy 
td be grained. He was abnosft. astcuiished at 
the corroboraticm, which his senses recieiTed of 
the tmth of what he bad heard from Mr* 
WentWGTth^ totching the utter heartlessnesa 
of the prbonee. 

''Will you,'' said Ih-. Johnson after aliltle 
pause^ '' cdbsent to see. Sir Edward Vetmon.^' 

'' The magistrates may send.whomsoeveci 
they may please into, my cell/' replied fte 
Mcrjor, ^ bat if you fancy that I am to be 
trifled with as a weak puppet, or to be moVed 
by the wfainmgs of sentimentality, you ate 
wrong. When I once resolve, nothing movea 
M 2 
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me-^i^lhing ebanges me-^no not even hliM, 
be it mjr own, or that of another/' 

The worthy moralist nttered a piona eja- 
calation which, whether or not it reaebedv the 
prisoner's ear, moved him neither to remorse 
nor scom« And when the doctor, returned to 
his party and reported the total failure of his 
i^rts to awaken moral feeling in the prisoner^ 
mind, it seemed to them all as a message of 
evil tidings/ and their spirits sunk lower and 
lower stiH. Mr. Plush alone had any ieeUng 
of satisfaction. It was slight, but stiH it was* 
a satisfaction that he had d<Hie as much with 
the prisoner as Dr. Johnson himself had been 
able to effisct. ^ 

' One faint hope yet~ remained, and that was 
the effect which, might be produced by the 
trial, and by the conviction and sentence^ 
which in all probability would follow. On the 
morning of the trial the court was crowded to 
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excess; none of the Vemoh party was present 
except Dr. Johnson, who by especial* favor 
obtained a seat on the bench. The description 
of the trial, so far as concerns the purposes of 
this narrative may as well be given in the 
.w;ords of the doctor who related what he had 
.heard and seen, to Mr. Wentworth and Mr. 
Plush and Atherton, for Sir Edward V.eroon 
.was too ill to be of the party. 

^^ Sir,^' said the doctor, in answer to Mr. 
Wentworth's enqtiiry concemin^the behaviour 
^f the prisoner, ^f the story is soon told, but 
1 must say that I have this day rec^dved an 
impression, that wi|l not qait my misunory so 
•long as that faculty retains its power. -^The 
-court was as full, as a room could possibly be, 
and there was on every countenance, as far as 
my imperfect sight could reach, a look of the 
most intense and absorbinginterest. It seemed 
also to be the general feeling that the individual 
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WliMithd]pfiioiierliad slam tivas h» own tm; 
and wben ibedsAkiiigofthecfcains washeudy 
And the ivratcbed nmi stood up to hear Ilia 
^odletaeiltiMd/m genend AiEidder pervaded 
the ^semVtff atid here and there were heiyrd 
mbm» louder ftyHiptome of express^ eootompty 
•whicli die jndgp^ had mcicb -df ffietdty to sileBee* 
jkt 4ll tbia howevei^ the priadner exhiUted not 
tile sMghlest emotioii^ theile was no deitnoaat 
look of hvmlliation, no qnafiing of *fi6itt*^'no 
tremUinga of an nneaiain hope^ho loekttat 
aAed Ibr pity^ and no aoawl ll^ h y ee t h e d ^ ^fe^ 
fiadce and contempt And when adied whe- 
"tiler to that indtetttftent he* pleaded gnilt^ or not 
goflty, he replied in a k>ndmnd ale^ylone of 
voice, ^^ Not gnilty.'^-^lfo^ it? vTaa n4»t to te«- 
posailde to imagine that the manwhaatood 
tiiere^ was standing with a rope round his 
"iMik. Bis: voice was as louid and dear and 
nub^mulons as any voice in the conrt,^ save 
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thft <^ tbfi^erier) mito:m9B^ freqaentljr, and 

# 

yaio|]r d^nuaidiiig/silttifie firdm; the {»re88ed dnd 
pr^l8il|g moUitvla* Tlieii the man wiio found 
the body if^. exiimiaed, jtaoA ifkile be was 
gimg^ bis testknony, jhe prisonef, ^ih hi9 
tEHHK folded^ jrfOQd looldiig eaniefliy, hni 
mAbfiul pe|liiffbalic{Qtoii the witbetp. Set^^ 
isdiVidHiii^aear .mie said pceaBskttyiy'to one 
•polUte,/) Is it .|>o8diblq tbot tfaif aaa «Bp be 
gttUt]r4?^-^Tben came fthe avide»ee/of his ac^ 
fflWl^ee iNicbohK»i« ^ it'w^s a tonyjigbt ta 
seevtbat.ioan*^ He tfemUedin ever;^ jtint^and 
seemed: afiraid to sioveJiis eyes, like oa^ that 
dreads to see* a i^ectre. It vfsM loi^ before 
he^xmld inodala^ bis Toice; to a {dtch of an-* 
iibilitgr.. ^e was pale with wakbiag^ his ^es 
were Sui^in ^ir xiark sockets^ bis cheeks 
were j^Uow and collo^eed ;.and at cteify^ues^ 
tioB'he stkited: Uke one electrified; and the 
eontrast between die accosed and the witness 
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was, that in one, you saw the calm courage^ 
and in the other, the mean cowardice of guilt 
Sir, it was a sight not soon to be forgotten. 
It was the opening up of such spedmens of 
humanity as are not to be seen every day* 
Then, came another witness, the man who was 
one that apprehended the prisoner, a|id found 
the murderous weapon in his possession. The 
weapon was produced, to the horror of all save 
him whom most it concerned. As each, wit- 
ness was examined, the prisoner was asked by 
the (^ourt, if he wished to put any questions to 
them ;— except in the case of Nicholson he 
answered ' No.* But when that man had given 
his evidence^ the prisoner called to him aloud 
by name^ and then for the first time, and as if 
mvoluntarily, the eyes of the witness met those 

of the prisoner. And as the frigjitened man 

• 

before seemed anxious not to turn his eyes in 
that direction, so now he seemed most careful 
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not to Tritbdraw them. He istood for a few 
seconds fascinated— * at length the prisonec 
said, ^ I spare jf>u^ and the crayen fainted as. 
he left the box.'* 

Here^ for a moment, the doctor paused^ 
^ And what,*' said Mr. Wentwoxlb,. " was the 
verdict?^' 

*' Guilty,— of course — '^ 
. ^' Did he make any defence ? " 

*^ None ; but when called upon he calmly 
replied, ' The court does not expect one.' 
Then farther, when the judge asked what the 
.prisoner had' to say that sentence of death 
should not be passed on hira:, he replied^ 
^ Nothing.^ So did he deport himself during 
the whole trial, and a more impenetrable and 
obdurate heart never beat in a human, bosom^^^^^ 

*•* You heard the sentence passed ?'* 

^' I did ;-*>.and it was a most moving scene 
% 5 
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t^ all btft the priboaer. Ha wm tbe centre U> 
wUeh ail egres were^ireeted, some^vritfi pity^ 
tome widi Mg^ef) aotne ^iih tflem iM>]ilemp^ 
and all wkh cariosity and interest^ imd not 
many tvillloat tears* — Had it been a aentence 
ef three days* impt ifionmeaty he could not have 
heard it with more in^fference. — It has moved 
jme and distressed me. 1 eamibt get rid of the 
painful imptession. There aife darknesses in 
the humati hearty hxA such an utter blackness 
^s this I never witnessed or even suspected.. 
Sir, there is nothing so degrading to man as 
an iateUectnal being, or so iignrious to him^ 
as a moral agent, as sporting with deaths and 
¥ega»ding it with Midiffibrenee. It is freezing^ 
the rery fimnteiii of all emotion and the sprinig^ 
6f all monl aietioni If yon cannot reach the 
heart by touiphing the life^ all the b<mds of 
hmnanKy are . brokeny^ and man becomes & 
demeyau*^ 



yGoo^Ie 



^^ He may pemdy^tlare,^" replied Mn 
W^ntwortb, ^^he j^ movedL The eertain^ 
of apfMroacbiag death and public igaominy 
may, in the solitude of his duxiseoD> awaken 
him.'* 
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CHAPTER XYIt. 



Iv was Sunday afternoon. The execattei» 
•{ the prisoner was to take place at an earlji: 

* 

bour on Monday ii»>rniDg. Since the time o£ 
his trial he had been in the same careless state> 
of mind as- he had been at and before it. H^ 
had spurned resolutely, but not violently, all 
offers of religious consolation or exhortation. 
He was regarded with astonishment by those^^ 
whom duty had brought near him, and they 
one and all looked forward to the moment when, 
his firmness should be shaken and the frost q£ 
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his soul should be broken up and his whole 
spirit melted into a tufmnltaous penitence. 

^' I will see him once more,*^ said Dr. 
Johnson, ^ before the hour anrives for hi9 
dismissal from life.'*' 

The citj was fall of people, the day was fine^ 
the afternoon iMrviee was o¥er at thechnrcheS) 
and all the streets were soberly aUvewith quiet 
and well dressed passengers walking about to 
admire streets and churches, that they ha4 
never seen before, and to fill up their time till 
the great exhibition. Many of them thought 
that day but little of their devotions, aUiongues 
were talking lowly and seriously of the man 
who had created such a sensation. It was an 
impressive sight to the great moralist, to con* 
template as he went towards the castle, the 
multitude of persons who were loitering about 
in Sabbath indolence. The singularity of bis 
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iguro itii gnu al^rneted tiieir $ttmfiofl^ Md lo 
some of tban lie ip«6 not niikiioimibjr fioae ; 

pasMdt; attdar«ti|^iwbl9p#rof Aalk»d90oa 
catches the eur; be was f^eesedwttb the khf 
volanlavy libiiuige. JBe tmpactd Hie deD of the 
prisonet IB a moodef.gendetiees^aadjpr^arcd 
fMt mflil eESfidstalatidiu 

• ^ Wfll ycm, iiear me eaee. msse^ imiia{>p]r 
man, Mbre.jfreu^ani to yonrgieel aeconiiiP- 
<^ Yon hsiTe ibe rcputatios^ Dt. Johasoii/r 
said tke pnmn&t^ ^ of betn^ aman ef andor^' 
etaacbigL' CanyeajuitiuideiBtaAdraoi^te- 
know tfcal^Mre » no principle on wbidi yom 
ean more me now } lam beyond thereedi of 
motiTe. Yon haTC it not in jmxt power to- 
giTe or to take away. You can neither sborten> 
my life nor kngtiben it. My terms haye been 
rc^ededy and my secret dies, with meJ** 
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' ^^ In ordinary cases/' replied the doetor5 
^ meo widi to part ia peaae ¥d<h all maiddiul; 
aiid as theliiriog make eonscieiiee to speak no 
ill of the dead, so .die dying generally aedc to 
eancel'idl resentments against the livin^arr-Sir 
Edw^M Vernon has never injured yon.^' 
^ ^^ Dr. Johnson," replied Martfn, ^ yon 
weary me and yourself to* Enjoy^ if yon will^ 
your dialectib trinmpbs among your.liter^ 
friends, bat yon can hare no tricunph'here^ i 
have spoken my last." 

The doetor attempt^ to expostalate, to* 
reason^-p^bot be had nothing to promise, no^ 
thing to threaten. His reasonings and ex«^ 
postttlations were ia Vain, not one word more 
could he extort from this obstinate man ^ ami 
hack he went through the now deserted and 
almost solitary streets. And there came ai 
gloom over his spisit, nor could he easily 
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dismiss from bis mind the oppressive riecol- 
lection that he liad heavd the last words of one- 
doomed to deatb, and that those last word» 
were not words of penitence. 

With a heavy heart Sir Edward Venion> 
listened that evesiag to the report which Dn 
Johnson brought from the castle of the ob- 
daracy of the prisoner. 

*^ It is all over now,'^ said the worthy ba- 
ronet. ^^ I must die in ignorance of my first 
born. Oh this is worse'tbao childlessness P^ 

The party felt for the good man^s affliction, 
but knew not how to console Mm. They 
trembled for his health, and they even feared 
ibr his mind. After a long pause, it being 
now evening, the doubtful and distressed man 
started up hastily and said, ^^ I will see him 
myself.'* 

His friends endeavoured t0 dissuade him^ 
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fae would not be dissuaded ; ^^ For/^ said he, 
*^ I can suffer no more than Ido now ;— or if i 
should, it will end me/* 

^^ Let us go with jou,*^ said the doctor and 
Mr. Wentworth- 

" Not into the ceU;*^* replied Sir Edward 
Vernon. 

They accompanied him to the castle, and 
waited for him in the governor's houses while 
he went alone to the murderer's cell. Thej 
waited nearly an hour, and were impatient. 
At length he returned to them ; and if bdbre 
be saw the prisoner, he had the look of sorrow, 
now he had the very aspect of despair. His 
countenance had been changed in an hour; 
and sorrow, when it does the work of time, 
does it dreadfully. 

It was long before he could speak, and when 
he opened his lips, it was merely to say in a 
feeble ?oice^ ^' Let us return home.*'— So they 
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relumed with hia^ to the lo4gwg% adi^gbiiBi 
MOlffo^^tukM^itisj vn^ut afain^ fi»r be sraQied 
feeUy, and tiiey feared tp ngitale bteii. ^ 
. Vfktm. thejf h^ be^ same time leMed^ md 
in silenee, the worthy baronet, dee|^ f^^iteg^ 
looked al D<« Jfob^M^ and m4y ;i]> alone 
indicative of great mental suffering, ^^ Spei^ 
-rspeak.** . / 

The doott>r taamediaielyfij^pUed) ^^I^oi|i4 
feiu jspeak WPida of co>mf<»t if I.cotdd ; a^dl 
riioold b^ bappy, could Ihat^ from y^o tbat 
yoidr vi9it%aa )>c«a siMMfttfalr-^ : 

Sir Bdwird fVmloa ioX^rropt^ tbis docCori 
and drawing bis ebair doser lo.lbltt.(tf.hi9 
IHend, be iald^ ^I wisb I bad tak^ y<^r 
advice'—'* . , 

^^ You have seen tbe man}'' asked Dr* 
/otansto. 

^^ CMy seen bim,'' said th« battmet slowly 
and sdemtdyi << I could imt exU^ fixMu bim a 
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nord— Hot a word — I besoagbt him even (bat « 
ngn.of rMogBitioiir^lmt his fimtnres wefe 
fltone — I grasped lii» hands^ they ivere the 
«iQil hands of a liFiog . man bet they "were 
paasiTe in tey gitepT-the jfobt was beating 
k^phdy.-r-Qh Otj men iidy .imjf ^tlUtt ih^ 
mllof ibe vtrtok sileseeaC agreat^aelitiide; 
but tbe wilfiil sfleace of that gloontiy cell ei«> 
iteeded in horror anjthing that I have ever 
heasd ot thongfat of* I wept-^Iacy tired biat 
1^ all reooUectioiis of my peat kindn^a to him 
^— I kneltdown and pmjed audibly--*-! entreated 
him only to let me hear jbaa Toiee-^ihat would 
haw been a idief—- but no^no^ a w^dr-I 
Heared that my i^^aaea would be unaeated— 
perhaps it will— '* 

The party 9 aecprdkig to thmr several abflilyy 
endeavoured to console their good friendy but 
the suffering had stricken deqt into his spirit 
They sat with him till padt midnight i^and 
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eten Mr. .Plosfat who bud at one time so 
beaded the probability of bi»Bg compeUodt^ 
attend at the execution, now Tokmteered hit 
serrices, if percbanee Itnypfos^ct might bt 
thereby had of hope to his afflicted companion. 
^^: There is that hope yet ;*' said ^ Edward 
Vernon ; and with that hope the party sepa^ 
rated £»r the night, all save Sir Edward Yer^ 
non Md Atharton^ for the yonng. maawbnld 
not lear^e his bene&ctor, ^ but insisted on 
watcMng himthrottgh the night. 
' The momh^ came ; s^nd.withitcAme anew 
and n^titiidinoas ijiflnx of spectators from 
the country, so that the city^ was crowded 
ahnost beyond precedents There was scarcely 
any room in any house, esp^ally.in the mor^ 
frequented parts of Ibe city, from wbei^e the 
sound of the stirring multitude could be exs- 
cinded. The house in which the Vernon 
party lodged was in $he way to the csistle^ and 
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the moltitude passed it abundantly. While 
his friend vibb sleeping, Atherton, who thought 
that he heurd an unusual, and strange tumult 
in the street^ stole gently from • Sir Edward^s 
aparUnent and went to the front of the house, 
and there his curiosity was still more strongly 
excited, for he saw little groups of people just 
met and eagerly talking, some earnest in 
speaking, and others as ravenously listening, 
but interrupting their listenings with excla«^ 
mations of surprise. The exclamations which 
reached Atherton^s ear were too numerous to 
be intelligible ; but it was clear that there was 
interesting intelligence circulating. He rush- 
ed into the street, and was presently informed 
that the prisoner was dead« 

^^ Dead 1^ exclaimed Atherton. 

^^ Dead/' — replied his informant. 

*' Impossible !^' said Atherton ; and he ran 
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immefiiBt^j to the ensile ; where he lAet Mr* 

Wentwortb just eoming out. 

'' How is 8ir Edward this moxmg t -' asked 

Ijbe magistFate. 

<< I }eft him sleeping^'' replied AtlMrton ; 

» 
*^ but what is this report that is flying tbcut 

the^?^» 

« It is true/* replied Mr. Wentwortii, "Ae 
prisoner was found dead in his cdl . this 
marning.^ * j 

** ^ow P exdito^d Athlon. 

^* By poison I suppose/' answered Mr. 
Wentwortb, ^^ the sui^eons are^ nbw about to 
examine the body, and acoroner^s inquest wiU 
presently be held. In the mean time it viU 
be desirable to get i^lr Edinrard back to Vernon 
Park as soon ai| possible*'* 

^^ Atherton returned to the lodgings where 
he found Mr, Plush and'Dr, Jptoisw waiting 
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breakfast for Mr. Wentworth, wko was gone 
oat, and for Sir Edward Veraon^ who had not 
jet risen. They of coarse had heard the story 
as had every liying being in the city ;-T^nid 
while they were consulting about the best 
method of letting Sir Edward know the truth, 
the worthy baronet made his appearance 
amcmg them, having been intercepted in his 
way from his bed-room to the breakfast-room> 
and informed of the death of the convict. 

With more placidity than his friends ex- 
pected. Sir Edward Yemon joined the party, 
saying, not without a sigh, '^ So that unhappy 
man has perished by his own hand at last'' 
Then addressing himself to Atherton he said, 
^^ You once asked my blessing. Now it is my 
turn to ask yours : and it will be a blessing to 
me if you will take the shelter of my roof, and 
remain with me while I live ; and let me ima- 
gine that you are my son.'* 
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Atherton took the hand of Sir Edward Ver* 
non and kisaed it, saying ^^ 1 know no stronger 
or more pleasing claim to my gratitude and 
allegiance/' 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 



Ik. a few.dayji afk^r the eveiits recorded ia 
the preceding chapter had taken place, the 
parties.thereiA ^eBtipned were tbns disposed 
of. — Dr« Johnson Btid Mr. Plush returned to 
Londop.. 1^^ JE<|ward Yenpoot and Atherton 
were at , Yemon Pafk^ and Mr, Wentworth 
was at his residence near Halifax. Mr. Yemon 
andJii8'daug)iter,feinaioed at Yenn^Park. 

The parfy, as may be supposed were not itt 
iiigh si^ritsw 1%e melancholy impression of 
recent events could not suddenly or quickly 
wear off. Thei^e were many prohibited topics 

TOL. III. N 
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and therefore much constrained silence. Bat 
bad there been no other cause of gloom, there 
would hare been enough to weigh heaTily on 
their spirits in the appearance of Sir Edward 
Vernon. He was manifestly shaken eren to 
the breaking up of his constitution, and to all 
but himself appeared destined to an early grare. 
He talked of making provision by will for his 
adopted son; but the arrangement was delayed 
from day to day* 

Atherton and Sir Edward Vernon were al- 
ways together, and the worthy baronet seemed 
only happy when in conversation with his 
young friend. But no one was jealous of the 
partiality : for Atherton was a general favorite : 
and there seemed to be no doubt on the mind 
^ any, save the baronet himself, that to 
Atherton belonged, of right, the name of 
Verno . 

Amid«t the agitations and troubles recorded 
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mbove, though the minds of all were directed 
to the event of the trial of Martin, and more 
espeeialljr his expected confession, yet the 
attachment which subsisted between Athertou 
and Miss Vernon, had not on either side been 
forgotten. It was still cherished, though 
doubtfully. And now when the tumult was 
over, and the minds of all were in a state of 
eomparaUve calm, the affection revived in its 
manifestations, if not in its strength, and 
though seen by all, it was reproved by none. 

Sir. Edward Vernon, who seemed to make 
it his whole concern and happiness to shew his 
affection for Atherton, was ever pleased to see 
them together, and he sometimes would talk 
to them of their probable union after the 
manner of one in his dotage, even till the tears 
came into his eyes. They ^ere not sorry to 
have the approbation of Sir Edward Vernon to 
their union, but they grieved to observe that 
N 2 
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ibis apptobtttioB was manifeftdd in sacli a 
mamerM betrajred a weakened adiid. M^r^ 
^fwer as there sabristed between tbem do re^ 
eo^sed engagement, as the approbation of 
the lady's &ther iMtd neither been soogbt, nor 
giTen^and asAtberton had nothing to oflfer 
but himself, nameless, donbtfol, and p<Mion« 
lessy^ere was not in the mind of either, the 
composed feeling of an accepted <nr accepting 
lo>rer. 

•'Now Sir Edward Vernon was precisely in 
that state in which it is exceedingly desiraUe 
that a will shonld be made, bnt in which friends 
generally think it not kind to snggest snch a 
proposal. So days passed over, and the 
worthy baronet grew no better, but rather 
worse. He had been walking late one CTenifl^ 
in the park accompanied by Charlotte and 
Atherton ;-*on his return to the house he was 
taken with a shiyering fit, and, with an ob^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



ATHEETON. 269 

•Cioftcy lu^ uDusaal in amiable men weakened 
by sickness or sorrow, he resolutely refused to 
see any medical man, or to suffer one to be 
tent for. ^^ I shall be better in the morning/^ 
said he. But when the morning came, he was 
senseless though breathing, and then the at* 
tendance of medical skill was rather a matter 
of form than of effect. Consciousness re- 
turned, but much weakened. He desired to 
see Atherton. 

'^ Where is my young friend,^^ said the ba- 
ronet. He laid a peculiar emphasis on the 
word fiiend. It was an emphasis which 
seemed to intimate that he would fain use an*- 
other term« 

*^ I am here. Sir,** said Atherton, ^^ it is my 
hand that you are grasping now.'^ 

Then the fingers of the dying man moved 
rapidly^ but their pressure grew fainter. He 
attempted to raise himself in the bed. Atheirtoa 
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assistdl Mm. << I will^ call you son— before I 
ifeJ* ABdJttherton, choked mth grief^ could 
^st articulate the word^ << Fattier!*' and 
tbrottgh bis tears, fie had the satisfaotion to 
Me that the good maa beard him, and waa 
pleased. It wa9 the last word that Sir Ed^ 
WardVenion beard'; — he heard it with a smile, 
and with that smile he died: 
' As Sir Edward Vernon had ^ed intestate^ 
and as there existed no proof Whatever that 
conld estaUifth any claim oii the partof Atheri. 
l0n, Ibe yotittg man seemed now to be destilale 
or dependent otf the charity of Sir Edwards 
surviving brother. Ath^rtmi indeed wsift by 
no means aware how high a place he held in 
the estimation of the merchant ; for tiiat gen* 
tleman, though not deficient ia feding and in 
sentiment, did not exhibit his partialities or 
display his feelings so strongly as his brotfate^ 
had been accustomed to do« Therefore the 
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situation of Atherton was one of exceeding 
diffieolty. He could claim eyerything, or 
noUiing ; but as he knew of nothing that could 
estaU^h his claim, he hesitated to make it ; 
and feeling that tie could no longer consider 
YemoB Park his home, unless he could claim 
it as his own, he resolved, in the pride of his 
independence, to quit it — ai^d once more at- 
tempt a return to Madras. As soon therefore 
as the funeral of Sir Edward Vernon was over, 
he departed, leaving letters for Miss Vernon 
and her father, whom the domestics had 
already begun to address as Sir Henry Vernon. 
To Miss Vernon he wrote, 

^^ I am placed, my dearest friend, in a 
situation of such dii&culty, that I know not 
how to act; — I have thought till thought is 
almbst madness. 1 dare not be ungrateful to 
my friends, nor will my delf-regard permit me 
to be a dependent. I must leave you without 
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explanation or verbal apology, for an attempt 
to expli|in, or a mere offer to depart, would he 
absolutely begging for a home. We have 
lored — we must part — we may meet again — 
but if we do not, we must live on the memory, 
of the past. — I will not say forget me. — I 
should be sorry to think that you ever would : 
— I will rather say — remember me — remember 
me with the kindness of esteem, and think of 
me with wishes and hopes that we may meet 
again under better auspices.^ If time and ab^ 
sence, — for what will they not do, — should 
wear away the recollection of our attachment, 
'—and you should give your hand to another-^ 
^r now you must expect many suitors will 
surround you—you may be happy, and by me 
you shall not be reproached — but if, with the 
prospect that now presents Uself to me, I 
should be able to accomplish anything of an 
independence, small as that independence mnj 
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be, I will not hesitate to lay it at your feet, and . 
claiin your promised hand. I now exonerate 
you from that promise : for to claim it under 
present circumstances would savour of mere 
selfishness. Farewell — Farewell — I part with 
you wifli less emotion, because I do hope, even 
yet, we may meet again ; but I cannot bear to 
submit myself to the shadow of reproach for 
selfish motives.— F. Atherton/' 
To Charlotte's father he wrote thus* 
** It would better comport, my dear Sir 
Henry, with the feelings of my mind to take H 
personal leave of you before quitting YtBrnon 
Park. But your own judgment will tell you 
how much such a step as that might be misin- 
teipret^d. I have no claim upon you. I affect 
not to regard myself as the son of the late Sir 
Edward Vernon, it will be much that I may 
recollect him as one who honoured me with 
bis friendship* The world is now before me—* 
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Bor are my prospects hopeless, I Lave even 
yet pomer and ability to laboar^ and yet a pre*r» 
pect that my labour may be repaid. I feel it 
a duty I owe to myself to take myself away 
from a temptation to the degrading indolenea 
of dependence ; and that yon may be' assured 
that I am not ungrateful for your kindness, or 
suspicious of its abatement, I will not hesitate 
to say, that shonld untoward circumstances oi? 
unfores^n accidents reduce me to need the 
assistance of a friend— you are the first firiend 
to whom I shall apply, and I am aure that I 
shall not apply in vain. 

^^ Accept the gratitude and preserve the 
memory of your obliged, 

^^F. AxHEieroN." 

Father and daughter met, when Atherton 
had departed, and exchanged letters. — '^ I 
cannot blame him,^' said the father, ^^ but he 
labours under a d<;;lu8ion. I should be wretched 
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If I did not irecoUet that I used all my endea^- 
Tcmrtf to prerail upon your uncle to . aduow- 
ledge him. I have no more doubt that he was 
my brother's child than I have that you are 
mine. My poor brother was shattered in spirit. 
It was a weakness and way wardness that pre- 
Tilted him from avowing the conviction. And 
if I do not contest his claim, who will ?— Will 
you ?^' 

" No, my dear father !*• And then she threw 
her arms about his neck and kissed him and 
wept abundantly. 

Atherlon in the mean time hastened to Lon- 
don, and sought again to take his passage to 
Madras, in the young and confident hope that 
he should, under the patronage of his foster 
father, be able to forward himself in the world, 
that he might return, and claim his affianced 
bride — provided that, in the interval, no more 
successful suitor had obliterated his first love. 
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It W91 a ifild hppe^ and so are most of the 
hopes of yonth. — Oh how he did stert with & 
strange astomsbment wheii^ descending agwi 
from that very office where he had serenj 
months ago taken his passage for Mitdras^ be 
met once more^ at the very samp point, tbf t 
gentleman whom he had once trembled U> meet ! 
•^^^^ir Il^iiry Vernon T' exdaimed Ath«rlxm 
— •< Sir Francis Vernon !" replied the worthy 
merchant. — ^^My brother was blessed in his 
dying moments with acknowledging you as bis 
son. — It is my living satisfaction to acknow* 
ledge yon as my nephew and son-in-law.'' 
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